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New deal: On COP31 and lofty climate goals
Nations must deliver on past promises before committing to lofty climate goals

The 31st Conference of Parties (COP) began this week in Antalya, Turkiye. Hosted by Tirkiye and
negotiations presided over by Australia, the run-up to the gathering saw ministerial delegations visit
Fiji and Tuvalu. This was to serve as a stark reminder of the purpose of COPs, namely that it was small
island nations that are most vulnerable to warming from rising greenhouse gas emissions. However,
the opening days have belied this sense of urgency. Prominent world leaders, even from the European
countries who as a group champion the cause most vociferously, have chosen to skip the meet. The
agenda and pre-summit expectations suggest that the main concerns this year are likely to be about
delivering on existing commitments such as delivering $300 billion a year by 2035, which was decided
at COP29 in Baku, as well as the COP30 call to triple the adaptation finance during that interval.

However, deciding how these climate funds will practically flow has been deferred to COP32. The
second global stocktake, a periodic check on progress under the Paris Agreement, begins at COP31, but
the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) has dithered on a timeline for the next reports
that will serve as the scientific push to policy makers to accelerate efforts towards keeping a rise in
temperatures below 2°C, and more ambitiously 1.5°C.

The previous edition of COP30 concluded without a formal roadmap away from fossil fuels — a step
back from the COP28 consensus in Dubai. There is a voluntary roadmap ahead of COP31 but it is out of
the formal negotiating text. In the background of the West Asia war, the withdrawal of the United

States from the Paris Agreement and financial strain writ large over Europe, funds are a challenge as

evidenced in the recent Loss and Damage fund approval to Nepal of $21 million when the ask is in
billions. COP31 president, Murat Kurum has laid an electrification target, which is to raise electricity’s
share from 23% of total energy consumption to 35% by 2035. India has already refused to sign such a
pledge and insisted on predictable climate finance, technology transfer, and nationally determined
approaches to climate mitigation. These negotiations have a character of their own and deliberating

nations must strive to get nations to deliver on past promises rather than commit to new lofty targets.

e Red/blue coloring of words in the sentence indicates subject verb relationship; where ‘red’

denotes ‘subject’ and ‘blue’ denotes ‘verb’. |[Practice Exercise]\
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10.

11.

12.

13.

Vocabulary
14.

Lofty (adjective) - elevated, towering,
soaring, high, exalted g?l?:

Deliver on (phrase) - to fulfill a promise or
commitment dTeT YT ST

Commit (verb) - pledge, dedicate, obligate,

bind, vow m?ﬁ-ﬂ

Negotiations (noun) - discussions, talks,
parleys, deliberations, consultations

CIGEIG

Preside over (phrasal verb) - to be in
charge of or manage a meeting or event

TEIETAT hTeAT
The run-up to (noun) - the period of time

just before an important event fopar

HEcaqUT TeeT § Tgel & HAY

Gathering (noun) - assembly,
congregation, convention, meeting, get-

together AT

Delegations (noun) - missions,
commissions, contingents, deputations,

envoys AT TIHS S
Stark (adjective) - severe, bare, grim,
harsh, absolute AT

Vulnerable (to) (adjective) - exposed to the
possibility of being attacked or harmed by

something & 9T TdgeTeirel

Emission (noun) - discharge, release,
exhalation, outpouring, ejection 3cgold
Belie (verb) - contradict, disprove, debunk,
conceal, disguise SISelTell

Champion (verb) - advocate, promote,

defend, support, endorse AT HLAT

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24,

25.

26.

Cause (noun) - principle, objective,
movement, ideal, purpose 3T
Vociferously (adverb) - loudly, vehemently,
forcefully, noisily, assertively STI-2TR &
Likely (adjective) - probable, possible,
expected, anticipated, plausible Tarfad

Adaptation finance (noun) - funds
allocated to help countries adjust to the

impacts of climate change aa"q'rgrqﬂa—ci?r
o 3fefeholel o T facciar agraar

Defer (verb) - postpone, delay, adjourn,
suspend, put off CTelT

Stocktake (noun) - assessment, evaluation,
review, appraisal, inventory THET
Periodic (adjective) - regular, cyclical,
recurrent, recurring, intermittent CICIGED
Dither (verb) - hesitate, vacillate, waver,

falter, dawdle %ﬂ%ﬂ?ﬂ

Ambitiously (adverb) - eagerly, zealously,
determinedly, assertively, purposefully

AgcaThieT o

Conclude (verb) - finish, terminate, end,
close, culminate H?:IT‘TCT?IFIT

Roadmap (noun) - plan, blueprint,
guideline, strategy, framework QT

Fossil fuels (noun) - natural fuels formed in
the geological past from the remains of

living organisms GﬂT:IT‘\’HéﬂFT
Voluntary (adjective) - optional,
discretionary, elective, unforced, willing

afcos
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27. In the background of (phrase) - happening

in the context or setting of other events &

g

28. Financial strain (phrase) - pressure or
worry caused by lack of money ICRGIE
RGICE

29. Writ large (idiom) - clear and obvious, in a
prominent or exaggerated way TSe &
fe@rs e

30. Evidence (verb) - show, prove,
demonstrate, indicate, manifest gHTOT
HIAT

31. Lay (verb) - present, establish, set,

propose, formulate FEJ el
37.

32. Pledge (noun) - promise, vow,
commitment, undertaking, assurance

Thed
33. Insist on (phrasal verb) - to demand
something forcefully, not accepting refusal

SR AT

34. Climate mitigation (noun) - actions taken
to reduce or prevent the emission of

greenhouse gases oleldlg AHA
35. Deliberate (verb) - ponder, consider,
contemplate, discuss, debate faaR-faaeT

T

36. Strive (verb) - endeavor, attempt, struggle,

aim, labor 9UTH hlaT
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

Summary of the Editorial
COP31 Kickoff: The 31st Conference of Parties (COP31) began in Antalya, Tlrkiye, hosted by
Turkiye with negotiations presided over by Australia.
Focus on Island Nations: Pre-summit visits to Fiji and Tuvalu aimed to highlight the extreme
vulnerability of small island nations to climate change.
Lack of Political Urgency: Despite these symbolic visits, major world leaders—including those
from vocal European nations—skipped the opening days of the summit.
Delivering Past Pledges: The summit's primary focus is on fulfilling earlier promises, specifically
the COP29 goal of $300 billion annually by 2035 and COP30's call to triple adaptation finance.
Deferred Funding Mechanics: Practical decisions on how these promised climate funds will
actually flow have been postponed until COP32.
Second Global Stocktake: COP31 marks the start of the second periodic progress review under
the Paris Agreement.
IPCC Delays: The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) has stalled on setting a
timeline for its upcoming scientific reports, weakening the urgency needed to cap warming at
1.5°C-2°C.
Backtracking on Fossil Fuels: COP30 ended without a formal fossil fuel phase-out roadmap,
retreating from the COP28 consensus in Dubai.
Weak Voluntary Measures: Ahead of COP31, only a voluntary roadmap exists for transitioning
away from fossil fuels, excluded from the formal negotiating text.
Global Geopolitical Headwinds: Climate financing faces severe strain due to the West Asia war,
the U.S. withdrawal from the Paris Agreement, and economic pressures in Europe.
Inadequate Loss and Damage Aid: The funding shortfall is highlighted by Nepal receiving just $21
million from the Loss and Damage fund against demands running into billions.
New Electrification Target: COP31 President Murat Kurum proposed raising electricity's share of
total energy consumption from 23% to 35% by 2035.
India’s Refusal: India rejected this electrification pledge, demanding predictable climate finance
and technology transfer instead.
National Autonomy: India maintained that climate mitigation must rely on nationally
determined approaches rather than rigid global targets.
Core Takeaway: Negotiating countries must prioritize fulfilling existing climate commitments
rather than announcing ambitious new goals.

Join us on Telegram channel: English Madhyam, Email Id: Support@englishmadhyam.in
Website: www.englishmadhyam.in, Phone number: 7722987077 Page 4



file:///C:/Users/gourav/Desktop/examination/New%20folder/The%20editorial/www.englishmadhyam.in

N\l oIl ¥ Mploplcl JOIN TELEGRAM CHANNEL: ENGLISH MADHYAM

Practice Exercise: SSC Pattern Based

1. According to the passage, what three geopolitical and economic factors are currently

constraining global climate finance? ‘[Editorial Page]l

A. Ministerial visits to Pacific island nations, Australian negotiation leadership, and delayed
scientific assessments from the IPCC.

B. India’s refusal to sign electrification pledges, voluntary fossil-fuel roadmaps, and the
second global stocktake review process.

C. Tirkiye’s hosting of COP31 in Antalya, COP28 Dubai consensus rules, and Nepal’s multi-
billion-dollar adaptation requests.

D. The West Asia war, the US withdrawal from the Paris Agreement, and widespread financial

strain across Europe.

2. What does the phrase "these negotiations have a character of their own" imply in the
concluding sentence?

A.

C.

D.

Prominent European leaders chose to skip the opening days of COP31 despite championing
climate action vociferously

Practical decisions on how promised climate funds will flow have been deferred until the
COP32 summit

India insisted on predictable climate finance, technology transfer, and nationally
determined approaches to climate mitigation efforts

Climate summits follow recurring diplomatic dynamics that risk prioritizing symbolic future
pledges over implementing past obligations

3. Why does the author mention that ministerial delegations visited Fiji and Tuvalu in the run-
up to COP31?

A.

C.

D.

To note that Tlirkiye hosted the thirty-first Conference of Parties in Antalya while Australia
presided over negotiations.

To explain that the second global stocktake under the Paris Agreement checks periodic
progress toward temperature limits.

To show that the summit was meant to spotlight small island vulnerability, making leaders'
subsequent absence more glaring.

To highlight that COP30 called for tripling adaptation finance during the interval leading up
to twenty thirty-five.

4. How does the passage evaluate the role of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change
(IPCC) at the start of COP31?

A.

C.

D.

Notes that its hesitation over report timelines weakens the scientific impetus needed to
accelerate policy action toward temperature goals.

Observes that prominent European leaders skipped the Antalya summit despite
championing the international climate cause vociferously as a group.

Contends that delivering three hundred billion dollars annually by 2035 and tripling
adaptation finance remain central pre-summit expectations.

Suggests that the second global stocktake serves as a periodic check on national progress
under the Paris Agreement framework.

5. Identify the grammatical function of the phrase "In the background of the West Asia war,
the withdrawal of the United States from the Paris Agreement and financial strain writ large
over Europe" in the second paragraph.
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A. Itis the main subject of the sentence.
B. Itis an introductory phrase modifying the main clause.
C. Itis a dependent clause providing a condition.
D. Itis adirect object of the verb.
6. Select the most appropriate SYNONYM of the given word.
Prohibit
A. Emphatic
B. Bar
C. Inept
D. Sluggish
7. Select the synonym of Revoke.
A. Cancel
B. Improve
C. Permit
D. Confirm

8. Select the option that best expresses the meaning of the given phrase.
Draw attention to
A. To permanently mark or emotionally scar an individual for a lifetime
B. To make someone notice or consider a particular fact or development
C. Tosignal a planned end to daily proceedings through strategic withdrawal
D. To seek immediate administrative or judicial assistance in times of distress
9. Select the most appropriate ANTONYM of the given word.
Brutal
A. Relentless
B. Precarious
C. Humane
D. Insatiable
10. Select the most appropriate ANTONYM of the given word.
Oust
A. Complicate
B. Deteriorate
C. Reinstate
D. Squander
11. Choose the one which can be substituted for the given sentence.
A word formed from the initial letters of a name
A. Pseudonym
B. Homonym
C. Acronym
D. Antonym
12. Choose the option where all words are correctly spelt.
A. Conservationist, Archaic, Reinterpret
B. Concervationist, Archaic, Reinterpret
C. Conservationist, Archaiac, Reinterpret
D. Conservationist, Archaic, Reinterprete
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13.

Which of the following sentences has NO spelling errors?

A. The botanist studied how interspecific introgresion facilitated natural drought resistance
B. The botanist studied how interspecific intrograssion facilitated natural drought resistance.
C. The botanist studied how interspecific introgression facilitated natural drought resistance.
D. The botanist studied how interspecific intrograsion facilitated natural drought resistance.

14. Select the option that expresses the given sentence in reported speech.

15.

16.

17

18.

19.

He said to me, “How are you now?”

A. He asked me If | was well then.

B. He asked me how was | then.

C. He asked me that how | was now.

D. He asked me how | was then.

Select the option that changes the voice of the following sentence.
The newlywed couple has bought a new house in Delhi.

A. A new house in Delhi was being bought by the newlywed couple.
B. A new house in Delhi have been bought by the newlywed couple.
C. A new house in Delhi has been bought by the newlywed couple.
D. A new house in Delhi was bought by the newlywed couple.
Select the most appropriate option to fill in the blank.

I to the hope that he’'s still alive.
A. cling

B. take

C. hold

D. grab

. Select the most appropriate option that can substitute the underlined segment in the given

sentence.

The excessive using of pocket calculators can stultify your capacity to do mental calculations
A. use of pocket calculators

B. used of pocket calculators

C. utility of pocket calculators

D. aversion of pocket calculators

The following sentence has been split into four segments. Identify the segment that contains
a grammatical error.

In October, / they will have lived / in San Francisco /for five years.

A. In October

B. for five years

C. in San Francisco

D. they will have lived

Direction: In the following question, the first and the last sentences of the passage are
numbered S1 and S6. The rest of the passage is split into four parts and numbered 1, 2, 3,
and 4. Rearrange these four parts to form a meaningful, logical, and coherent passage.

S1. Science reveals aspects of art that are otherwise difficult to uncover.

1. Working at the intersection of material science and art history, Federico Caro, a research
scientist at the Metropolitan Museum of Art in New York, brings a distinct perspective to the
study of ancient Indian sculpture.
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20.

2. It thus probes a range of humanistic concerns in the production, circulation, and
preservation of art.

3. From tracing the geological provenance of Buddhist sculptures in South India to
investigating Gupta-period bronze-casting technologies, his research demonstrates how
scientific methods can deepen our understanding of artistic practices and material histories.
4. By investigating how artworks are made, for instance, scientific analysis encourages us to
understand art not simply as the impulse of a royal or religious patron but also the work of an
artisan.

S6. In this conversation, he reflects on the vital contribution of scientific research to the study
of Indian art and to contemporary museum practice.

A. 4-1-2-3

B. 2-4-1-3

C. 4-2-1-3

D. 1-3-4-2

Direction: In the following question, the passage is split into five parts and named A, B, C, D,
and E. Rearrange these five parts to form a meaningful, logical, and coherent paragraph.

A. People often use vanilla as the primary flavour in baked goods and in chocolates.

B. Vanilla is a common additive to make cakes, ice creams, and fragrant body lotions.

C. Vanilla comes from the fruits of the orchid herb that botanists call Vanilla planifolia, found
mostly in tropical countries.

D. Children enjoy a good vanilla ice cream.

E. It is not just the flavour: vanilla also has health-promoting properties that have been known
for centuries.

A. B-A-D-E-C
B. B-D-A-E-C
C. D-B-A-E-C
D. B-D-E-A-C

Directions: Complete the following passage by filling in the blanks with the most appropriate
words from the options given below.

Our parents and elders say that we do not spend enough time in playgrounds. (A)___ we may
not spend as much time in the traditional playground, my generation deals with an entirely
different kind of playground. Even though the adults usually say otherwise, | think it is safe to
say that the emotions regarding the word have not changed, but have evolved.

This digital playground of ours, similar (B)___ the traditional one, deals with some largely
unspoken rules created by its inhabitants, which are sure to confuse a newcomer to this new
society.

To understand the rules, you must first understand its inhabitants.

The speedus-typus is a creature whose hands have been trained for the sole purpose of typing
a hundred small messages in 30 seconds to make the recipient's device (C) __ buzzing like the
nest of angry hornets.

This is done to force the receiver to reply or receive a large amount of static electricity in their
pockets.

When researching the inhabitants of this weird place, we were forced to rethink the definition
of the word inhabitants itself due to the strange finding of a peculiar creature we like to call
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21.

22.

23.

24,

25.

the silentium scrollerus. This (D) __in the shadows and acts only as an observer. It has been
proven to have an excellent memory. When questioned regarding any happenings in the group
chat, it shows more knowledge of the event than people who were directly involved. The rules
and habits of this playground are just as strange. Scientific proof confirms that the human
typing speed increases to supersonic levels just 120 seconds before the Google Classroom
assignment closes its doors forever.

A forensic look inside a laptop running 14 open tabs: 13 are dedicated to memes and gaming
wikis while the single history PDF remains untouched since 4:00 pm. An ancient art used to
confuse parents and leave a classmate on read for more than four minutes is considered a low-
level act of diplomatic warfare. This leads to (E)___ shoulders from all friends for a week.

It is true, however, that the digital playground is not yet welcoming of all.

Fill in the blank (A) with the correct linking word to fit the context.

A. Lest

B. Unless

C. Asif

D. While

Choose the correct preposition to fill in the blank (B).

A. as

B. with

C. to

D. from

Choose the grammatically correct option to fill in the blank (C).

A. start

B. starts

C. tostart

D. started

Fill in the blank (D) with the word that means "stays hidden, watching and waiting without
being noticed."

A. bustles
B. lurks
C. flaunts

D. swaggers

Fill in the blank (E) with the correct word to complete the idiom.
A. broad

square

warm

cold

ocow®
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Answers

1.DbD 2. 3.C 4A 5B 6B 7.A 8B 9.C 10.C 11.C 12.A

13.C 14.D 15.C 16.A 17.A 18.D 19.C 20.B 21.D 22.C 23.A 24.B

25.D [Practice Exercise]
Explanations

1. D) The West Asia war, the US withdrawal from the Paris Agreement, and widespread
financial strain across Europe.
passage: “In the background of the West Asia war, the withdrawal of the United States from
the Paris Agreement and financial strain writ large over Europe, funds are a challenge as
evidenced in the recent Loss and Damage fund approval to Nepal of $21 million when the ask
is in billions.”----The passage names three background factors that make funds a challenge: the
West Asia war, the US pulling out of the Paris Agreement, and financial strain across Europe. It
then gives the small Nepal approval (521 million against an ask in billions) as proof. Option D
lists exactly these three, so it is correct.

e Option 1: Incorrect. The option says ministerial visits to island nations, Australian
leadership and delayed IPCC assessments constrain climate finance, but the passage
mentions the visits and Australia’s role only as background to COP31, and the IPCC
delay is about the science timeline, not funds. None of these is given as a reason funds
are a challenge, hence incorrect.

e Option 2: Incorrect. The option says India’s refusal to sign the electrification pledge, the
voluntary roadmap and the second global stocktake constrain finance, but the passage
presents these as items on the COP31 agenda. India’s refusal is linked to its demand for
predictable finance, not named as a cause of the funding shortage, hence incorrect.

e Option 3: Incorrect. The option says Tirkiye’s hosting, the COP28 Dubai consensus
rules and Nepal’s multi-billion requests are the constraints, but the passage says
Turkiye is only the host. The Dubai consensus is mentioned as something COP30
stepped back from, and Nepal’s case is evidence of the funding gap, not a cause of it,
hence incorrect.

2. D) Climate summits follow recurring diplomatic dynamics that risk prioritizing symbolic
future pledges over implementing past obligations.
passage: “These negotiations have a character of their own and deliberating nations must
strive to get nations to deliver on past promises rather than commit to new lofty targets.”----
The phrase “a character of their own” means these negotiations have their own typical,
repeated pattern. The very next part of the sentence explains what that pattern is: nations
tend to make new, big targets while old promises (like the $300 billion a year and the tripled
adaptation finance) are not yet delivered. The author therefore asks nations to deliver on past
promises first. Option D says exactly this, so it is correct.

e Option A: Incorrect. The option says the phrase means European leaders skipped the
opening days, but the passage mentions this earlier, as a sign that urgency is missing. It
is a single event, and the phrase is about the general nature of the negotiations, hence
incorrect.

Join us on Telegram channel: English Madhyam, Email Id: Support@englishmadhyam.in
Website: www.englishmadhyam.in, Phone number: 7722987077 Page 10



file:///C:/Users/gourav/Desktop/examination/New%20folder/The%20editorial/www.englishmadhyam.in

N\l oIl ¥ Mploplcl JOIN TELEGRAM CHANNEL: ENGLISH MADHYAM

e Option B: Incorrect. The option says the phrase means fund-flow decisions were
deferred to COP32, but the passage mentions this deferral as a separate fact. It does
not explain the “character” of the negotiations, hence incorrect.

e Option C: Incorrect. The option says the phrase means India’s insistence on finance and
technology transfer, but the passage mentions India’s stand as one country’s position.
The phrase refers to how negotiations work in general, not to what one country wants,
hence incorrect.

3. C) To show that the summit was meant to spotlight small island vulnerability, making
leaders' subsequent absence more glaring.
passage: “...the run-up to the gathering saw ministerial delegations visit Fiji and Tuvalu. This
was to serve as a stark reminder of the purpose of COPs, namely that it was small island
nations that are most vulnerable to warming from rising greenhouse gas emissions. However,
the opening days have belied this sense of urgency. Prominent world leaders, even from the
European countries who as a group champion the cause most vociferously, have chosen to skip
the meet.”----The passage says the visits to Fiji and Tuvalu were meant to remind everyone
that small island nations are the most vulnerable. The word “However” then shows a contrast:
the opening days did not match this urgency, because prominent leaders skipped the meet. So
the visits are mentioned to set up this contrast. Option C says exactly this, so it is correct.

e Option A: Incorrect. The option says the visits are mentioned to note that Tiirkiye hosts
and Australia presides, but the passage gives that in the sentence before the visits as a
separate fact. The visits are explained by the “stark reminder” line, not by who hosts or
presides, hence incorrect.

e Option B: Incorrect. The option says the visits explain how the second global stocktake
checks progress, but the passage mentions the stocktake later, in a different context. It
has no link to the visits to Fiji and Tuvalu, hence incorrect.

e Option D: Incorrect. The option says the visits highlight COP30’s call to triple adaptation
finance, but the passage mentions that call as part of the agenda on existing
commitments. The visits are linked to small island vulnerability, not to adaptation
finance, hence incorrect.

4. A) Notes that its hesitation over report timelines weakens the scientific impetus needed to
accelerate policy action toward temperature goals.
passage: “The second global stocktake, a periodic check on progress under the Paris
Agreement, begins at COP31, but the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) has
dithered on a timeline for the next reports that will serve as the scientific push to policy
makers to accelerate efforts towards keeping a rise in temperatures below 2°C, and more
ambitiously 1.5°C.”----The passage says the IPCC has “dithered” (delayed and hesitated) on
setting a timeline for its next reports. These reports are meant to give the scientific push to
policy makers to speed up action on temperature limits. So the passage sees the IPCC’s
hesitation as weakening that push. Option A says exactly this, so it is correct.

e Option B: Incorrect. The option says European leaders skipped the summit despite
championing the cause, but this is a fact about leaders, mentioned earlier in the
passage. It says nothing about the IPCC, hence incorrect.
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e Option C: Incorrect. The option says the $300 billion a year and tripled adaptation
finance are central expectations, but these are pre-summit finance commitments from
COP29 and COP30. They are not about the IPCC, hence incorrect.

e Option D: Incorrect. The option says the stocktake is a periodic check on progress,
which is true, but it describes the stocktake and not the IPCC. The passage’s judgment
on the IPCC is that it has dithered on report timelines, hence incorrect.

5. B)Itis an introductory phrase modifying the main clause.

The phrase starts with the preposition “In” and sits at the beginning of the sentence, before
the main clause “funds are a challenge.” It has no verb of its own that forms a clause, and it
tells us the background or circumstances in which funds are a challenge. A phrase that opens a
sentence and adds such information to the main clause is an introductory phrase. Option B
says exactly this, so it is correct.

e Option A: Incorrect. The option says the phrase is the main subject, but the subject of
the sentence is “funds” (with the verb “are”). The phrase only sets the background
before the subject, hence incorrect.

e Option C: Incorrect. The option says it is a dependent clause giving a condition, but a
clause needs its own subject and verb, and this phrase has none (it begins with a
preposition). It also gives background, not a condition like “if” or “unless,” hence
incorrect.

e Option D: Incorrect. The option says it is the direct object of a verb, but no verb in the
sentence acts on this phrase. The verb “are” links “funds” to “a challenge,” and the
phrase just opens the sentence, hence incorrect.

6. B) Prohibit (verb) — forbid, ban, bar, restrict, prevent. (W91 &ZAT / TThAT)

Synonym: Bar (verb) — to officially prevent someone from doing something or going
somewhere. (7% AT / TSI FHEAT)

e Emphatic (adjective) — showing or giving emphasis; forceful. (STTTaT¥)

e Inept (adjective) — having or showing no skill; clumsy. (T%<T<T)

e Sluggish (adjective) — slow-moving or inactive. (q*d)

7. A) Solution: A) Revoke (verb) — To officially cancel a decree, decision or promise. Tg H¥AT
Synonym: Cancel (verb) — To decide that something will not take place or is no longer valid. T
AT

e Improve (verb) — To make better. F&TIAT

e Permit (verb) — To allow. WﬁéﬂT

e Confirm (verb) — To establish the truth of. ‘1‘% HTAT
8. B) Draw attention to (phrase) — to direct someone's notice, focus, or consideration toward a

specific matter, irregularity, or fact. (2414 ATHR T FHAT / HATH | ATAT)
e To make someone notice or consider a particular fact or development. (et faror o,
HEAT AT G 1 A Tt 7 e faerrm)
9. () Brutal (adjective) — savagely violent, cruel, vicious, harsh, ruthless. (@/ﬁéﬁ/aﬁ'{)
Antonym: Humane (adjective) — having or showing compassion, benevolence, or kindness;
compassionate, merciful, kind. (ATAE1 / T / TeH faeT)
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

e Relentless (adjective) — unceasingly intense, harsh, or inflexible; persistent,
unremitting. (F31T / 31 / fA7aw)
e Precarious (adjective) — not securely held or in position; dangerously likely to fall or
collapse; uncertain, risky. (TR TSIT / Ta<ATH)
¢ Insatiable (adjective) — impossible to satisfy; unquenchable, voracious. (3 / S
EREERERIREIEED)
C) Oust (verb) — drive out or expel someone from a position or place; dismiss, overthrow,
topple, remove. (FE@H FLAT / T& F Z&THT)
Antonym: Reinstate (verb) — restore someone or something to their former position or
condition; restore, re-establish. (W?ﬁﬁ?r FHLAT / 9T TL TGI1A HLAT)
e Complicate (verb) — make something more difficult or confusing; entangle, embroil.
(STfeet =TeT)
e Deteriorate (verb) — become progressively worse; decline, degenerate. (favTeeT / =
)
e Squander (verb) — waste something in a reckless and foolish manner; dissipate, fritter.
(IaTAT / FaTE FEAT)
C) Solution: C) Acronym — A word formed from the initial letters of a name or phrase. SiH:
NATO (North Atlantic Treaty Organization), NASA (National Aeronautics and Space
Administration). 3TT=ITETL ¥ AT 9Te|
e Pseudonym — A false name used by an author; 399TH/Z<] ATHI
e Homonym — A word that sounds the same or is spelled the same as another word but
has a different meaning; A 9T2)
e Antonym — A word opposite in meaning to another; faafiard= oz
A) Option (A) is the only option where all three words are spelt perfectly.
e Conservationist (C-0-n-s-e-r-v-a-t-i-o-n-i-s-t) (HXEATETET / TATALOTAF)
e Archaic (a-r-c-h-a-i-c). (ST= / sro=ferd)
e Reinterpret (r-e-i-n-t-e-r-p-r-e-t) (fh¥ & =ATEAT FHAT)
C) The botanist studied how interspecific introgression facilitated natural drought resistance.
The correct sentence is C.
The target word is correctly spelt as Introgression (i-n-t-r-o-g-r-e-s-s-i-o-n — spelt with double s
and ending in -ion).
Introgression (noun) — the transfer of genetic information from one species to another as a
result of hybridization between them and repeated backcrossing; gene flow. (ﬂTv‘ﬁf@Fﬁ
TG / 3997
D) He asked me how | was then.
Wh-question &T Indirect Speech ¥ F&= 9T "said to" & "asked" g1 STAT &, ATHFT
statement ¥ order ¥ 31T SITAT %’ (how + subject + verb) 3T question mark EESIGH %’I "are"
FIAFT "was", "you" FEAHT "|" AT "now" TEAFT "then" T ATAT Bl
When a Wh-question is changed into Indirect Speech, "said to" changes to "asked", the
sentence takes the statement order (how + subject + verb) and the question mark is dropped.
"Are" changes to "was", "you" changes to "I" and "now" changes to "then".
C) Solution: C) A new house in Delhi has been bought by the newlywed couple.

IIIII
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16.

17.

18.

19.

Active aTFT § "has bought" Present Perfect %’, AT Passive & "has been bought" (has/have
been + V3) EFFEI'iﬁ?T'@'ﬂTI Object "a new house in Delhi" Subject s 4T 3T "by the newlywed
couple" agent & T H 3{TT|

"Has bought" is Present Perfect in the active sentence, so the passive uses "has been bought"
(has/have been + V3). The object "a new house in Delhi" becomes the Subject and "by the
newlywed couple" is the agent.

A) “Cling’ T T3 ST FATT "cling to the hope" T 379 § IFHI &l FHHT Tohe T@HT, 3T T
Tl collocation &1 ST take, hold 3T grab 3 AT "to the hope" FT TIRT &l Agl adT (hold
% foTT ‘on to’ ATRU)!

e ‘Cling’ should be used because "cling to the hope" means to hold on to hope firmly and
is the correct collocation. Whereas, ‘take’, ‘hold’ and ‘grab’ do not form a correct
expression with "to the hope" (‘hold” would need ‘on to’).

A) 'using of pocket calculators' 3 &< 'use of pocket calculators' &7 TFT FRARLER it 'use' T
context ® IT=Ia & Torer o7fere AT o HasT H 91T S1a 71 2

e 'use of pocket calculators' will be used instead of 'using of pocket calculators' because
'use' is more appropriate in this context to represent excessive usage.

D) ‘they will have lived’ & &< ‘they will have been living’ FT STRT 29T AT “for five years’
AT TATAT & 3T a8 AT October T AITATE AT T, TATIT Future Perfect Continuous
Tense (will have been + V-ing) EW@T—F%; SI{— By June, she will have been working here for ten
years.

e ‘They will have been living’ will be used instead of ‘they will have lived’ because “for
five years’ shows a duration of an action that continues up to October, so the Future
Perfect Continuous Tense (will have been + V-ing) is suitable; Like— By June, she will
have been working here for ten years.

C) 4-2-1-3

Hindi Explanation:

Sentence 4 S1 % T ATE STUIT 3T S1-4 T AT link IATTITI S1 H =6 AT &= & 918 T
WW%%&W%@WW% Sentence 4 "for instance" WWW@QW
IETELIT TAT ¢ T FATH QAT o6 [HHTIT 3hT ST Fah scientific analysis §H T T shaol Heqsh il
T o AT Ueh FTENTE ("artisan”) & T o €9 § GHA % 70 TedT112d F2aT 2l

Sentence 2 Sentence 4 T follow FITT 3T 4-2 FT logical consequence pair FATUAT| Sentence 4
H FTLNTL o hTH Sl THA & 918 Sentence 2 "It thus probes..." & Ay Mear g Fag =T+
ITEA, TETL ¥ HEET0T ("production, circulation, and preservation") ﬁﬁﬁ?ﬁﬁ?%ﬁaﬁ
SlEESGIE]

Sentence 1 Sentence 2 % 3t 978 ATTIT T 2-1 T general-to-specific transition SHTUI|
T f9ETd % 9712 Sentence 1 T fAf9re faorast—Metropolitan Museum of Art & ST
Federico Cardo—T TI=T IAT &, ST TTH [ AT T AT o TLAIAT H Teh 3T 07 AT
2l

Sentence 3 Sentence 1 % dT& 3TUATT 3{¥ 1-3 &T direct referential pair SATUATI Sentence 1 |
Federico Card & TT¢=T & aT& Sentence 3 "his research demonstrates..." & &9 AT T A5
AT 3T [ARTATT FIEA-EATS T T T I 2Tl T [Ha20T <dT gl THE TLd 913 S6
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20.

pronoun "he" 3 ATEAH § T STAATT H T HeAT 3T THATA T GAGTAT STTH | T
ATHLT % TNTRT UL 3ok (94T o 979 ¥ T8 T I07 Hear 2|

English Explanation:

Sentence 4 directly follows S1 (S1-4), illustrating the opening premise via "for instance" by
explaining how scientific analysis of how artworks are made highlights the role of the artisan
alongside royal or religious patrons.

Sentence 2 follows Sentence 4 (4-2), using the pronoun "It" (referring to scientific analysis) and
the logical connector "thus" to conclude that such analysis probes humanistic concerns across
the production, circulation, and preservation of art.

Sentence 1 directly follows Sentence 2 (2-1), transitioning from the broad theoretical role of
science in art to a specific practitioner: introducing Federico Caro, a research scientist at the
Metropolitan Museum of Art studying ancient Indian sculpture.

Sentence 3 forms an immediate referential pair with Sentence 1 (1-3), picking up on Federico
Caro via "his research" to detail his specific work tracing geological provenance and Gupta-
period bronze-casting technologies. Finally, S6 connects directly via "he", introducing his
reflections on the contribution of scientific research to Indian art and museum practice to
conclude the passage.

B) B-D-A-E-C

Hindi Explanation:

Sentence B I¥ T¥=&g #T independent opening sentence gl I8 T&T AT Vanilla 3T &,
AT TAT GIET body lotions ST § T HTHT additive & & H T8 SATTH ITANT T
g=T @

Sentence D Sentence B = T3d aT& STURIT 31X B-D T HI4IT link SFTUITI Sentence B H ice creams
% Iool@ & LT 914 Sentence D IHT HaH il T F@Td gU aardr @ T agi 1 T =1 vanilla
ice cream gd THE AT 2

Sentence A Sentence D T follow F<ITT 31T D-A T logical continuation link SHTUIT| 3TEHEHTH
1T Sentence A I IcUTET (baked goods) 3 Fisata | TTHTHE TaTE (primary flavour) & &9
H T START & SIEAT Bl

Sentence E Sentence A % 31% 918 AT 3% A-E T transition link AT FT1< (flavour) ED
ITARTT T THTH F4 F 971 Sentence E "It is not just the flavour:" & ATea® ¥ Ao 1 39+
gfedt o 1 TaTesgad+ TTﬁ (health-promoting properties) FT T AIEAT %l

Sentence C Sentence E & aTg Wwaﬁ‘iﬂf AT (E-C)| THF TATEST ATHI o T & 91E
Sentence C 3fR4T & aTa=afas =T (orchid herb o/ aaeafdam&iT vanilla planifolia Eh_g?r%) ;T
TouTshfeaefiar 2917 (tropical countries) # Eeht SUfRafa &7 foaor 3o ufii=gE Fr amfds =0
THTH FAT 5

English Explanation:

Sentence B serves as the standalone opening topic sentence, introducing vanilla and its
widespread use as a common additive in cakes, ice creams, and fragrant body lotions.
Sentence D directly follows Sentence B (B-D), picking up immediately on the mention of ice
creams by noting that children enjoy a good vanilla ice cream.

Sentence A follows Sentence D (D-A), broadening its culinary applications by stating that
people frequently use vanilla as the primary flavour in baked goods and chocolates.
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21.

22.

Sentence E forms an immediate transitional pair with Sentence A (A-E), pivoting away from
culinary taste via "It is not just the flavour:" to highlight vanilla's centuries-old health-
promoting properties.
Sentence C concludes the sequence (E-C), providing the botanical origin of the plant—the
fruits of the tropical orchid herb Vanilla planifolia—to complete the paragraph logically.
D) While
Blank (A) needs a linking word that concedes one point before making a contrasting one:
young people may spend less time in traditional playgrounds, but they have a different kind of
playground instead. a) Lest: means "for fear that," violating the requirement since the
sentence expresses no fear or precaution. b) Unless: introduces a condition meaning "except
if," violating the requirement since the new playground does not depend on any condition,
and "unless ... may not" makes a confusing double negative. c) As if: compares something with
an imagined situation, as in "he acts as if he owns the place," violating the requirement since
nothing here is being compared. d) While: here means "although," matching the concession
that the writer's generation may spend less time in traditional playgrounds yet has a
playground of its own.
Hindi:
e Blank (A)  UHT linking word FTIET ST U STd AT (T 38+ IAE AT Fig: TAT AA &I
traditional playgrounds ¥ =TT F9 faaTd 21, T 3k TTH Uk 3TT THT T playground
21 a) Lest: TH®HT meaning g "for fear that," ST violate F¥dT g #FiT% sentence | FlE T
IqT ATFLTHT A1 IdqTS 51 b) Unless: T "except if" ATAT condition SIATAT &, ST violate
FLAT & FA1Th 74T playground T condition 9% AT 78T €, 3T "unless ... may not" &
IHAT g double negative T STTAT &1 ¢) As if: T el T ol TAAT [T HTTTH
TRt & %A1 8, 919 "he acts as if he owns the place," ST violate FXAT g FJ1Teh T&I Fls
TAAT T2l 2T Toll d) While: g1 THaT meaning "although" g, STT =9 &Td & match FXAT g
% writer &Y generation ¥ gDr traditional playgrounds ® oTET T9T %EIT"{, T IHRT
AT U playground %I

C) to

Blank (B) needs the preposition that "similar" always takes: "similar to." a) as: belongs to "the

same as," violating the requirement since "similar" never takes "as." b) with: is a common

error, violating the requirement since "with" goes with verbs like "compare with," not with

"similar." c) to: completes "similar to," matching the comparison between the digital

playground and the traditional one. d) from: belongs to "different from," violating the

requirement since the opposite word does not lend its preposition to "similar."

Hindi:

e Blank (B) HaT preposition ﬁT%EGﬁ "similar" % AT fixed T & 3113'[%’: "similar tol" a)

as: T "the same as" FT T &, ST violate FTAT g FA1eh "similar" & AT FHT "as" T5l
STATI b) with: T8 T common error g, ST violate AT g #1T "with" "compare with"
ST verbs % |7 STAT &, "similar” & T Tgi1 ¢) to: TE "similar to" qa FLAT 5, ST digital
playground T traditional playground e qetqT T match FZAT %’I d) from: Ig "different
from" =T 'ﬂT‘T%, STT violate T % FAIF Ioa meaning T word T preposition
"similar" & |TT A5l AT

23. A) start
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24,

25.

Blank (C) needs a bare infinitive (the base form without "to"), since "make" in the active voice
is followed by object + base verb: "make the recipient's device start buzzing." a) start: is the
bare infinitive, matching the pattern "make + object + base verb." b) starts: is a present-tense
form with "-s," violating the requirement since a verb after "make + object" never takes tense
endings. c) to start: is the classic error, violating the requirement since active "make" never
takes "to" before the next verb; "to" appears only in the passive, as in "the device was made to
start." d) started: is a past form, violating the requirement since "make" needs the base form
after its object, not a past tense.

Hindi:

e Blank (C) # bare infinitive (Fa¥T "to" ATHT base form) ATRT, FATTF active voice H
"make" % TTE object + base verb W%’: "make the recipient's device start buzzingl" a)
start: Ig bare infinitive &, ST "make + object + base verb" pattern ¥ match FdT 21 b)
starts: Ig "-s" ATAT present-tense form &, ST violate F¥AT g 1T "make + object"
TS AT ATAT verb tense ending FET ATl ¢) to start: Tg classic error &, ST violate F¥AT
2 FI1TH active "make" ¥ T 3T verb & T2 "to" AZI ATAT; "to" Fal passive | AT
2, STH "the device was made to start|" d) started: Ig past form &, ST violate FXAT g
Fi "make" F object F IT% base form AT, past tense AR

B) lurks

Blank (D) needs a verb meaning "stays hidden, watching and waiting without being noticed,"
which fits the silentium scrollerus, a group-chat member who "acts only as an observer" yet
remembers everything. a) bustles: means moves about busily and energetically, violating the
requirement since the creature does nothing but watch. b) lurks: means stays hidden and
watches without being seen, matching the silent member who reads every message but never
speaks. c) flaunts: means shows something off to attract attention, violating the requirement
since it is the opposite of staying hidden, and it needs an object. d) swaggers: means walks or
behaves in a very confident, showy way, violating the requirement since a swaggering creature
would draw attention, not hide in the shadows.

Hindi:

e Blank (D) ® UHT verb HT%Q%’H’EFT meaning @ "stays hidden, watching and waiting
without being noticed," ST silentium scrollerus T fit ST % — group chat T 9g
member ST "acts only as an observer" T "9 g remember I@Tﬂ%l a) bustles: 9T
meaning g busy ZIHY TET-I&T BT & THAT, ST violate FIAT & FIT%h Ig creature Fa
TEAT ¢, 3T T Al FdTl b) lurks: THFHT meaning & fegas, T fawr s v, sir s+
T member H match FXAT g ST ATX messages T&AT & T HHT d1eaT Azl c) flaunts:
THET meaning g &3TH G1= [T %@ [G@THT, ST violate FXAT g F1Th T8 g T &l
W%’, ¥ 9 object ot H‘I‘%l'{l d) swaggers: SHHT meaning %’ dgd confident #q

@ Tael & § FAAT T TG FHAT, ST violate FLAT g FATTH UHT creature &TH G1=TT,

shadows H &R &1
D) cold
Blank (E) needs the adjective that completes the idiom "the cold shoulder," meaning
deliberate unfriendliness or being ignored. That is the punishment for leaving a classmate "on
read." a) broad: belongs to "have broad shoulders," meaning to be able to bear responsibility
or criticism, violating the requirement since that idiom describes strength, not a snub. b)
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square: recalls "square one's shoulders," meaning to brace oneself for something difficult,
violating the requirement since that describes preparing oneself, not being ignored by friends.
c) warm: forms no idiom with "shoulder," violating the requirement since warmth would be
the opposite of the punishment the sentence describes. d) cold: completes "cold shoulder,"
matching a week of being ignored by all friends.

Hindi:

e Blank (E) & 4T adjective FTRT T idiom "the cold shoulder" qa ¥, [T meaning %’
STHEETHT TE@T TG AT ignore AT STATI T8 fHHET classmate & "on read" BT &7
punishment g a) broad: g "have broad shoulders" FT AT &, fSE®T meaning &
responsibility T STAT=AT Fg ITHT, ST violate FXAT g FT1T% ag idiom strength T aTd
AT g, oY T ignore F¥ #T AT b) square: T "square one's shoulders" SHT AT S,
TSTET meaning g FoRET FT&H T % foTT 3199 319 % ready F¥AT, ST violate FEAT g FITH
T ready 219 T Td 8, friends T ignore TR ST it A€ ¢) warm: Ig "shoulder"
ATT FE idiom gl FATAT, ST violate FIAT & FITh warmth sentence ® FdTT T
punishment #T 37T R d) cold: TE "cold shoulder" TT F¥AT g, STT AT friends T TH

THTE T ignore 3T ST & match FAT &
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