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Point of no return: On Israel’s next government
Without peace, Israel risks descending into chaos

Israeli President Isaac Herzog’s decision to invite opposition leader Gadi Eisenkot to form the next
government reflects the real mandate of the October 27 legislative elections. While Mr. Eisenkot’s
centrist Yashar party finished second with 21 seats, behind Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu’s Likud,
which won 27, the former military chief, who campaigned on an anti-Netanyahu platform, has secured
the support of 67 legislators in the 120-member Knesset. In Mr. Eisenkot’s own words, Israel risks
“descending to dark places, to a point of no return”. But it is not yet clear what kind of a government
Mr. Eisenkot is seeking to form. The opposition parties are split between a Jewish-led bloc with 48 MKs
and an Arab-led bloc of 19 MKs. Arab parties have offered in-principle support for Mr. Eisenkot to keep
Mr. Netanyahu'’s right-religious coalition out of power. But what is not clear is whether they would be
part of the government or offer outside support by allowing Mr. Eisenkot to run a minority government.
Some of Mr. Eisenkot’s Jewish right-wing allies, such as Avigdor Lieberman, are opposed to joining
hands with Arab parties. Mr. Eisenkot has now called for a unity government, appealing even to Likud
and the far-right Religious Zionism, to join him.

But the challenges facing Israel’s next leader are formidable and immediate. Mr. Netanyahu’s
unchecked militarism has deepened Israel’s international isolation, strained its relationship with the
U.S., its most important patron and ally, and aggravated the security challenges it faces in its
neighbourhood. At home, the surge of the far-right has further polarised society, while systemic
violence against Palestinians has spread across the West Bank. Mr. Netanyahu’s response to these

challenges has been to unleash more violence, which has only compounded Israel’s problems. If Mr.
Eisenkot is serious about pulling Israel back from the point of no return, he must pursue a three-
pronged approach. Firstly, he should form an Arab-Jewish unity government focused on healing the
country’s internal wounds and bridging gaps between communities. Second, Israel’s deepening
international isolation and increasingly negative public opinion around the world will begin to exact a
heavy toll sooner rather than later. Tel Aviv must take urgent steps to restore its international standing.

Third, Israel must reopen the path to peace. The new government should initiate negotiations with the
Palestinians under international mediation, crack down on settler violence, pull back from Gaza and

reaffirm its commitment to the two-state solution. Without peace, Israel risks continuing to “descend

to dark places”. \[Practice Exercise]\

e Red/blue coloring of words in the sentence indicates subject verb relationship; where ‘red’
denotes ‘subject’ and ‘blue’ denotes ‘verb’.
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Vocabulary

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

Point of no return (phrase) - a stage when it
is no longer possible to stop what you are

doing ATIHT Y IFHIE o greAT

Descend into (phrasal verb) - to gradually get
into a bad state gﬂﬁaﬁﬁw

Chaos (noun) - disorder, confusion,
pandemonium, turmoil, havoc 3TsTehdTl
Reflect (verb) - indicate, show, display,
demonstrate, reveal gelTr

Mandate (noun) - authority, directive,
instruction, decree, approval SToITC.2T

Legislative (adjective) - lawmaking,
parliamentary, statutory, governmental,

policymaking faremaft

Campaign (verb) - canvass, lobby, crusade,
promote, push AT T

Secure (verb) - obtain, acquire, gain, procure,
achieve E'I'@FTWT

Legislator (noun) - lawmaker,
parliamentarian, representative, politician,

official A&

Knesset (noun) - parliament, legislature,

assembly, council, senate STl $rgdc
Seek (verb) - attempt, try, aim, endeavor,
strive YITH hIaAT

Bloc (noun) - group, alliance, coalition,
faction, league ac

In-principle (adjective) - theoretical,
fundamental, general, basic, conceptual
dgifar T

Coalition (noun) - alliance, partnership,
union, bloc, affiliation NSTT

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24,

25.

26.

27.

28.

Right-wing (adjective) - conservative,
traditionalist, reactionary, rightist, orthodox

clarorgel

Ally (noun) - partner, confederate, associate,
supporter, friend TN

Join hands with (phrase) - to work together
with someone or a group HEITIT AT

Call for (phrasal verb) - to publicly ask for or
demand something HT3T T

Appeal (verb) - implore, beg, entreat,
request, plead 3TdTel =T

Formidable (adjective) - daunting,
intimidating, challenging, fearsome, alarming

TAtdgoT

S N

Unchecked (adjective) - uncontrolled,
unhindered, unbridled, rampant,

unrestricted AT

Militarism (noun) - aggression, belligerence,
warmongering, chauvinism, hostility Hegdre
Deepen (verb) - intensify, exacerbate,
worsen, aggravate, compound 9TgT ShiT
Isolation (noun) - segregation, separation,
guarantine, detachment, alienation 3TeldlTd
Strain (verb) - overtax, damage, burden,
stretch, impair FI?-I'I?:I'C[\USTWT

Patron (noun) - sponsor, backer, supporter,
benefactor, defender &

Aggravate (verb) - worsen, exacerbate,
inflame, compound, intensify ﬁ?TIgFIT
Neighbourhood (noun) - vicinity, locality,

district, surroundings, environs qg’r&r
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29.

30.

31.

32.

33.

34.

35.

36.

37.

38.

39.

40.

At home (phrase) - in one's own country or
place of origin TICA H

Surge (noun) - rise, increase, upsurge,
escalation, growth Elcﬁ{

Polarise (verb) - divide, separate, alienate,
split, part WTWT

Systemic (adjective) - institutional,
fundamental, structural, pervasive, ingrained

EMICIEG

The west bank (noun) - a landlocked territory
near the mediterranean coast of western asia

qiaHY de

Unleash (verb) - release, loose, trigger, vent,
precipitate Hd hI{eAT

Compound (verb) - worsen, exacerbate,

aggravate, complicate, intensify IREe
T

Pursue (verb) - follow, conduct, undertake,
practice, continue maam
Three-pronged (adjective) - having three
parts or elements [ECTIMIE]

Heal (verb) - cure, mend, remedy, restore,
soothe &Ieh AT

Wound (noun) - injury, hurt, trauma,
damage, distress gTd

Bridge gaps (phrase) - to connect or reduce
the differences between two things or

groups @TIT%E'I?-IT

41.

42.

43.

44,

45.

46.

47.

48.

49.

50.

51.

Deepening (adjective) - intensifying, growing,
worsening, increasing, escalating TI?TI?ITE'}]T
Isolation (noun) - alienation, detachment,
segregation, separation, solitariness 3TcldlTd
Exact a heavy toll (phrase) - to cause a lot of
damage, suffering, or deaths WW
qg e

Sooner rather than later (phrase) - without

too much delay STeargr

Standing (noun) - status, reputation,
position, rank, stature gfasar

Initiate (verb) - start, begin, commence,
launch, institute QBTWFIT

Mediation (noun) - arbitration, intervention,
conciliation, negotiation, intercession

HEJEYAT

Crack down on (phrasal verb) - to take
severe measures against someone or

something EI@EFI'QT:ITQWT

Pull back (phrasal verb) - to retreat or
withdraw from an area %m
Reaffirm (verb) - reiterate, state again,
assert, confirm, restate fh & gﬁdm
Commitment (noun) - pledge, promise,

obligation, undertaking, dedication gfdeagdr
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

Summary of the Editorial
Opposition Leader Mandated: President Isaac Herzog invited opposition leader Gadi Eisenkot
to form the next government following the October 27 legislative elections.
Electoral Math & Coalition Base: Although Netanyahu's Likud won the most seats (27),
Eisenkot's centrist Yashar party (21 seats) secured formal support from 67 of the 120 Knesset
members.
Existential Warning: Eisenkot campaigned on an anti-Netanyahu platform, warning that Israel
risks "descending to dark places, to a point of no return."
Opposition Split: The anti-Netanyahu bloc is divided between a Jewish-led bloc (48 seats) and
an Arab-led bloc (19 seats).
Conditional Arab Support: Arab parties offered in-principle support to block Netanyahu's
right-religious coalition, though their exact role—inside government or providing outside
confidence—remains undecided.
Internal Right-Wing Resistance: Right-wing figures within Eisenkot's bloc, such as Avigdor
Lieberman, oppose formal coalition partnerships with Arab parties.
Call for Broad Unity: Eisenkot has appealed for a broad national unity government, reaching
out even to Likud and the far-right Religious Zionism party.
Consequences of Militarism: Netanyahu's unchecked military approach has deepened Israel's
global isolation and severely strained relations with its primary ally, the United States.
Domestic Polarization: Rising far-right influence within Israel has exacerbated domestic
societal divisions and fueled systemic violence across the West Bank.
Compounding Failures: Netanyahu's reliance on escalating military force has failed to address
underlying security concerns, compounding Israel's strategic challenges.
Pillar 1 — Internal Reconciliation: The editorial recommends establishing an Arab-Jewish unity
government to bridge deep communal divides and heal domestic wounds.
Pillar 2 — Restoring Global Standing: Tel Aviv must take immediate, concrete steps to repair
damaged international relations and counter worsening global public opinion.
Pillar 3 — Reopening the Peace Process: Israel needs to re-engage in mediated negotiations
with Palestinians and reaffirm its commitment to a two-state solution.
De-escalation & Accountability: The editorial calls for an immediate crackdown on illegal
settler violence and a structural pullback from Gaza.
Imperative for Peace: The overarching conclusion stresses that without a genuine pursuit of
peace, Israel will inevitably slide toward chaos and permanent instablity.
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Practice Exercise: SSC Pattern Based

1. What is the author's primary goal in outlining the three-pronged approach for the incoming
Israeli leadership? ‘[Editorial Page]l

A.

C.

D.

To provide a policy roadmap for defusing domestic polarisation, rebuilding international
alliances, and pursuing Middle Eastern peace.

To urge opposition party negotiators to dissolve parliamentary representation for religious
factions following recent legislative election outcomes.

To demonstrate that maintaining military operations in Gaza remains necessary to prevent
further diplomatic isolation in the West.

To argue that unilateral territorial annexations across the West Bank will improve bilateral
diplomatic relations with the United States.

2. What does the passage suggest regarding the internal ideological divide within the anti-
Netanyahu opposition?

A.

C.

D.

Arab parties agreed to merge parliamentary seats with the centrist Yashar party under
shared legislative leadership.

Right-wing Jewish allies like Avigdor Lieberman object to entering a formal governing
coalition with Arab parties.

The Jewish-led bloc and the Arab-led bloc have finalized ministerial portfolios within an
expansive national coalition.

Centrist lawmakers refused to consider outside support arrangements proposed by
legislators representing the Likud party.

3. Which of the following statements best captures the central theme of the passage?

A.

C.

D.

Securing parliamentary majorities through alliances with religious factions guarantees
stability across contested border regions.

Forming a minority administration without Arab party backing remains the sole
constitutional method to govern.

Reversing diplomatic isolation and preventing domestic collapse requires Israel to pursue
inclusive governance and peace.

Expanding armed military incursions represents an indispensable policy mechanism to
mend bilateral relations with Washington.

4. What does the author convey by stating that "Netanyahu's unchecked militarism has...
strained its relationship with the U.S."?

A.

C.

D.

Aggressive armed policies have eroded goodwill and created diplomatic friction with
Israel's chief patron.

Military intelligence agencies suspended defense data sharing agreements across Middle
Eastern regional defense headquarters.

Bilateral defense treaties were terminated following unilateral Israeli withdrawal from
internationally mediated border talks.

American diplomatic delegations refused to monitor legislative electoral processes
conducted across southern Israeli districts.

5. Identify the correct passive voice form of the following sentence taken from the passage:
"The surge of the far-right has polarised society at home, and the new government should
initiate negotiations with the Palestinians under international mediation."
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A. Society at home was polarised by the surge of the far-right, and negotiations with the
Palestinians should be initiated by the new government under international mediation.
B. Society at home has been polarised by the surge of the far-right, and negotiations with the
Palestinians should have been initiated by the new government under international
mediation.
C. Society at home had been polarised by the surge of the far-right, and negotiations with the
Palestinians should be initiated by the new government under international mediation.
D. Society at home has been polarised by the surge of the far-right, and negotiations with the
Palestinians should be initiated by the new government under international mediation.
6. The abstract noun form of ‘act’ is ‘action’. Similarly, the abstract noun form of ‘wide’ will be:
A. widespread
B. width
C. wisdom
D. wideness
7. Select the most appropriate synonym of the given word.
Unique
A. Distinctive
B. Wavy
C. Kind
D. Common
8. Choose the alternative which gives the correct meaning of the given idiom or phrase.To go
to the dogs
A. To become severely ruined or degraded
B. To show a deep affection for animals
C. To live a luxurious and pampered life
D. To hunt for wild game in the forest
9. Choose the correct antonym of the word:
FERVENT
A. Indifferent
B. Passionate
C. Zealous
D. Warm
10. What is the antonym of "Opprobrium"?
A. Infamy
B. Dishonor
C. Honor
D. Shame
11. What is the place for ammunition and weapons called?
A. Gallery
B. Library
C. Arsenal
D. Laboratory
12. Select the wrongly spelt word out of the four alternatives.
A. assessment
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13

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

B. passenger
C. adjustment
D. harbingar

. Select the correct passive form of the given sentence.

“They ought to have completed the task.”

A. The task ought have completed.

B. The task ought be completed.

C. The task ought to have been completed.

D. The task ought to completed.

Choose the correct direct speech form of the following sentence.

He exclaimed that the flower was looking very beautiful, which was placed in the vase.
A. He said, How beautiful the flower is looking, which is placed in the vase!

B. He said, What beautiful the flower is looking which was placed in the vase!
C. He said, Which beautiful the flower was looking which is placed in the vase!
D. He said, The flower is looking very beautiful, which is placed in the vase

Select the most appropriate option to fill in the blank.
She has great affection ___ her brother.

A. of

B. for

C. at

D. with

Select the most appropriate option to improve the bold part of the sentence.

He behaves as if he knows everything.

A. knew everything

B. know everything

C. has known everything

D. was knowing everything

The following sentence has been split into four segments. Identify the segment that contains
a grammatical error.

They / was / reading / a notice.

A. anotice

B. reading

C. They

D. Was

Select the most appropriate MEANING of the phrasal verb "Wipe out."

A. To destroy something completely

B. To undergo, experience or suffer

C. To build in, integrate or embed

D. To move back, withdraw, or retreat

Direction: In the following question, the passage is split into five parts and named A, B, C, D,
and E. Rearrange these five parts to form a meaningful, logical, and coherent paragraph.
A. However, ‘visa-free’ does not mean unrestricted entry.

B. Before planning an international trip, a common search query, seen as the ultimate
convenience, is: Which country offers visa-free travel from India?
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20.

C. The recent case of an Indian couple stopped at South Korea’s Jeju Island despite visa-free
eligibility and being deported back to India has raised questions about what actually is visa-
free travel.

D. As of October 2026, Indian passport holders can visit 25 countries visa-free.

E. Immigration officers at the destination may still deny entry.

A. B-D-A-E-C

B. D-B-A-E-C

C. B-A-D-E-C

D. D-A-E-B-C

Direction: In the following question, the passage is split into four parts and labeled P, Q, R,
and S. Rearrange these four parts to form a meaningful, logical, and coherent paragraph.

P. “According to Hindu mythology, the town’s name comes from “Manu-Alaya,” meaning “the
abode of Manu,” the first man and the lawgiver.

Q. Legend has it that sage Manu stepped off his ark here to recreate human life after a great
flood had deluged the world.

R. Manali is located in the heart of Himachal Pradesh.

S. Manali is often called the “Valley of the Gods” and is nestled in the majestic Himalayas,
showcasing nature’s unparalleled creativity,” shares Incredible India’s site.

A. R-P-Q-S

B. P-Q-R-S
C. R-S-P-Q
D. P-R-QO-S

Directions: Five words or phrases in the passage below have been replaced with blanks.
Choose the option that best completes each one.

This is that time of the year when Delhi is decorated and (1) __ like a new bride. Old buildings
are draped in twinkling lights, and shop billboards scream for attention. The walled city has a
rich tradition of celebrating this festival. Mughal rulers attempted to make it inclusive to
promote regional harmony. Emperor Akbar started celebrating the festival at Agra Fort and
distributed sweets like ghewar, shahi tukda, kheer, peda, and jalebi as greetings. The famous
16th-Century court chronicler Abul Fazl writes in the Ain-i-Akbari that festival celebrations
began with Dussehra and continued for several weeks. Akbar strongly believed in (2)____
traditions and even translated the Ramayana into Persian. Abul Fazl further writes that the
scenes from this epic were read and re-enacted in Akbar's court during the festival. Under the
Mughals, the festival of lights came to be known as Jashn-e Chiragha'n. His son Jahangir
comments in his (3)__ that it was celebrated by the 'vaishya' or the trader community as the
commencement of the new year. Emperor Shah Jahan, a lover of grandeur, made it a true
spectacle. Under his reign, fireworks lit the sky, and thousands of diyas were lit in the Mughal
Fort. The famous chronicler of Delhi, RV Smith, in his book Delhi: Unknown Tales of a City,
wrote that Shah Jahan introduced akash diya (sky lamp) as part of the celebrations as he
shifted the capital to Delhi. According to historian R Nath, in his book Private Life of the
Mughals in India writes that the akash diya was lit with great pomp, placed atop a 40-yard-high
pole, supported by eighteen ropes, and required several maunds of oil to remain lit. Emperor
Aurangzeb kept the celebrations austere and accepted gifts from Rajput kings and noblemen.
During the time of the later Mughals, the celebrations (4) . Emperor Muhammad Shah
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'‘Rangeela’ loved celebrations. It is said that on the day of the festival, he sat with his courtiers
and watched dancing girls holding diyas (5)____ around water fountains.
21. Select the most appropriate option to fill in blank (1):
A. toned down
B. laid out
C. blacked out
D. decked out
22. Select the most appropriate option to fill in blank (2):
A. ephemeral
B. orthodox
C. syncretic
D. amalgamate
23. Select the most appropriate option to fill in blank (3):
A. frescoes
B. memoirs
C. epitaph
D. reminisce
24. Select the most appropriate option to fill in blank (4):
A. revived
B. invigorated
C. waned
D. ossified
25. Select the most appropriate option to fill in blank (5):
A. flounder
B. rotation
C. cower
D. twirl
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Answers
1. A 2.8 3.C 4A 5D 6B 7A 8A 9 A 10.C 11.C 12D
13.C 14A 15B 16.A 17.0 18A 19.A 20.A 21D 22.C 23B 24A
25.D ‘[Practice Exercise]‘

Explanations

1. A)To provide a policy roadmap for defusing domestic polarisation, rebuilding international
alliances, and pursuing Middle Eastern peace.
Passage: “If Mr. Eisenkot is serious about pulling Israel back from the point of no return, he
must pursue a three-pronged approach. Firstly, he should form an Arab-Jewish unity
government focused on healing the country’s internal wounds... Second... Tel Aviv must take
urgent steps to restore its international standing. Third, Israel must reopen the path to
peace.”------ The author lists three steps: heal internal divisions through an Arab-Jewish unity
government, restore Israel’s international standing, and restart peace negotiations with the
Palestinians. These steps cover domestic polarisation, international relations and regional
peace, which is exactly what option A says, so it is the author’s main purpose.

e Option B is incorrect because the option says the author wants opposition negotiators
to remove religious factions from parliament, but the passage never asks for this. It
only says Mr. Eisenkot should form an Arab-Jewish unity government and notes that he
has appealed even to Likud and Religious Zionism to join him.

e Option Cis incorrect because the option says the author wants military operations in
Gaza to continue to prevent isolation, but the passage says the opposite. It says Mr.
Netanyahu’s militarism deepened isolation, and asks Israel to “pull back from Gaza”.

e Option D is incorrect because the option says the author supports unilateral
annexations in the West Bank to improve ties with the US, but the passage calls for
cracking down on settler violence and reaffirming the two-state solution. It says
nothing in favour of annexation.

2. B) Right-wing Jewish allies like Avigdor Lieberman object to entering a formal governing
coalition with Arab parties.
Passage: “The opposition parties are split between a Jewish-led bloc with 48 MKs and an Arab-
led bloc of 19 MKs... Some of Mr. Eisenkot’s Jewish right-wing allies, such as Avigdor
Lieberman, are opposed to joining hands with Arab parties.”---The passage shows a split inside
the anti-Netanyahu opposition. Arab parties have offered in-principle support, but it is unclear
whether they will join the government or support it from outside. Some Jewish right-wing
allies, such as Lieberman, are against working with Arab parties at all. This is the internal
ideological divide. Option B says this, so it is correct.

e Option A: Incorrect. The option says Arab parties agreed to merge seats with Yashar
under shared leadership, but the passage only says they offered “in-principle support”
and that it is unclear whether they would join the government or support it from
outside.

e Option C: Incorrect. The option says the two blocs finalised ministerial portfolios in a
national coalition, but the passage says it is “not yet clear what kind of a government
Mr. Eisenkot is seeking to form.” Nothing has been finalised.
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e Option D: Incorrect. The option says centrist lawmakers refused outside support
arrangements proposed by Likud, but the passage says the outside-support question
concerns Arab parties, and Eisenkot has actually appealed to Likud to join a unity
government.

3. C) Reversing diplomatic isolation and preventing domestic collapse requires Israel to pursue
inclusive governance and peace.
Passage: “If Mr. Eisenkot is serious about pulling Israel back from the point of no return, he
must pursue a three-pronged approach. Firstly, he should form an Arab-Jewish unity
government... Third, Israel must reopen the path to peace.” and “Without peace, Israel risks
continuing to ‘descend to dark places’.”------ The author argues that Israel faces international
isolation, social polarisation and violence, and that the way out is an inclusive Arab-Jewish
government, steps to restore its global standing, and a return to peace talks. The title also says
that without peace Israel risks chaos. Option C covers all these points, so it is the central
theme.

e Option A is incorrect because the option says alliances with religious factions guarantee
stability in border regions, but the passage never says this. It notes that Mr. Eisenkot
appealed even to the far-right Religious Zionism, yet it treats the far-right surge as a
cause of polarisation, not as a source of stability.

e Option B is incorrect because the option says a minority government without Arab
party support is the only constitutional way to govern, but the passage says nothing
like this. It says Arab parties have offered in-principle support, and the author wants an
Arab-Jewish unity government.

e Option D is incorrect because the option says expanding military incursions will mend
relations with Washington, but the passage says Mr. Netanyahu’s unchecked militarism
strained ties with the US and that Israel should pull back from Gaza.

4. A) Aggressive armed policies have eroded goodwill and created diplomatic friction with
Israel's chief patron.
Passage: “Mr. Netanyahu’s unchecked militarism has deepened Israel’s international isolation,
strained its relationship with the U.S., its most important patron and ally, and aggravated the
security challenges it faces in its neighbourhood.”---“Unchecked militarism” means an
excessive reliance on military force with no restraint. The author says this approach has put
pressure on Israel’s ties with the US, which is its most important patron and ally. “Strained”
means made tense or difficult, not broken. Option A says the same thing: aggressive armed
policies reduced goodwill and caused diplomatic friction with its chief patron.

e Option B is incorrect because the option says military intelligence agencies suspended
defence data sharing agreements, but the passage never mentions intelligence
agencies or any suspended agreements. It only says the relationship was strained.

e Option Cis incorrect because the option says bilateral defence treaties were
terminated after Israel withdrew from mediated border talks, but the passage
mentions no treaty termination. A strained relationship is not an ended one, and the
author wants talks to be started, not shown as abandoned.

e Option D is incorrect because the option says American delegations refused to monitor
elections in southern Israeli districts, but the passage says nothing about election
monitoring. The strain is linked to Israel’s militarism, not to any electoral process.
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5.

10.

D) Society at home has been polarised by the surge of the far-right, and negotiations with
the Palestinians should be initiated by the new government under international mediation.
The original sentence is a compound sentence with two clauses: Option D correctly maintains
the tenses and modal forms of the original sentence.
Clause 1: "The surge of the far-right has polarised society at home..."
Active: [Subject: The surge of the far-right] + [Verb: has polarised (Present Perfect)] + [Object:
society at home].
Passive: [New Subject: Society at home] + [Verb: has been polarised] + [Agent: by the surge of
the far-right].
Clause 2: "...the new government should initiate negotiations with the Palestinians under
international mediation."
Active: [Subject: the new government] + [Verb: should initiate (Modal)] + [Object: negotiations
with the Palestinians].
Passive: [New Subject: negotiations with the Palestinians] + [Verb: should be initiated] +
[Agent: by the new government] under international mediation.

e Option Ais incorrect because it uses the simple past ("was polarised") instead of the

present perfect.
e Option B is incorrect because it uses the modal perfect ("should have been initiated"),
changing the meaning of the original "should initiate."

e Option Cis incorrect because it uses the past perfect ("had been polarised").
B) Width’ HgT STI¥ g FiTeh SI¥ Verb ‘act’ FT abstract noun ‘action’ g, ¥ Adjective ‘wide’ &T
abstract noun ‘width’ &, forerhT 31 & AT=TS)
‘Width’ is the correct answer because just as ‘action’ is the noun form of ‘act’, ‘width’ is the
abstract noun form of the adjective ‘wide’, meaning the measurement from side to side.
‘Widespread’ is an adjective, ‘wisdom’ is the noun of ‘wise’ and ‘wideness’ is not the standard
form.
A) Unique (adjective) — One of a kind, having no equal. sfgi=
Synonym: Distinctive (adjective) — Characteristic, clearly different from others. fafors

e Wavy (adjective) — Having waves or curves. Tg<al<

e Kind (adjective) — Caring, generous. <JT<]

e Common (adjective) — Usual, ordinary. 3THq
A) To go to the dogs (idiom) — To become severely ruined or degraded &g '@ STTAT, T g1
A) Fervent (adjective) — Having or showing passionate intensity. E?FITQPT, strefieT
Antonym: Indifferent (adjective) — Having no interest or concern. IaTHI

e Passionate (adjective) — Showing strong feelings. ST, ITET

e Zealous (adjective) — Full of great energy for a cause. E?Fl'l%)r

e Warm (adjective) — Showing enthusiasm or affection. THSTeft =T
C) Opprobrium (noun) — Harsh public criticism; disgrace arising from shameful conduct.
ATHT, Fietoh
Antonym: Honor (noun) — High respect; great esteem. §FTH

e Infamy (noun) — The state of being well known for a bad deed. FTEATHY

e Dishonor (noun) — Loss of respect; shame. 3qTa<
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11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

e Shame (noun) — A feeling of humiliation or disgrace. «T=IT
C) Arsenal (noun) — A place where ammunition and weapons are stored TETT

e Gallery (noun) —a room or building for the display or sale of works of art. f==em=T

e Library (noun) — a building or room containing collections of books for reading or

borrowing. TEIhTTd
e Laboratory (noun)—a room or building equipped for scientific experiments, research,
or teaching. TTTAT

D) The correct spelling of ‘harbingar’ is ‘harbinger’ which means “a person or thing that
announces or signals the approach of another” sUIgd, TdgTH|
C) The task ought to have been completed.
Active & Passive Voice # a&d FHT Object, Passive sentence FT Subject s STAT & 3T modal
verb % TTT WET passive structure ST f3HAT SITAT E1 TBT “the task” Object &, ST Passive &
Subject & AT Sentence # modal phrase “ought to have” IR g3 &, THIT Passive
structure ‘@TIT — “ought to have been + past participle.” Verb “completed” =T past participle
form &t TZAT g1 THITT Tal sentence ZHIT — “The task ought to have been completed.”
To change a sentence from Active to Passive Voice, the object of the active sentence becomes
the subject of the passive sentence, and the correct passive structure is used with the modal
verb. Here, “the task” is the object, which becomes the subject in Passive Voice. The sentence
uses the modal phrase “ought to have,” so the passive structure becomes — “ought to have
been + past participle.” The verb “completed” remains in its past participle form. Therefore,
the correct sentence is — “The task ought to have been completed.”
A) He said, “How beautiful the flower is looking, which is placed in the vase!”
Indirect Speech & Direct Speech ¥ F&Td THYT sentence type 3T expression T €919 | T@T
SITAT 81 8T “exclaimed” ST IT W9ET (exclamation) FT 2k F¥AT 8, THTAIT Direct Speech #
exclamatory sentence T T '@"TTI “the flower was looking very beautiful” T exclamatory
form ® “How beautiful the flower is looking!” s=TaT STTOATT 91 'gpf, “was placed” #T Direct
Speech H “is placed” {3 T STTUAT| AT AL ITAX 2T — “He said, ‘How beautiful the flower
is looking, which is placed in the vase!””
To change Indirect Speech into Direct Speech, the sentence type and expression must be
considered carefully. Here, “exclaimed” expresses admiration or exclamation, so an
exclamatory sentence should be used in Direct Speech. The clause “the flower was looking
very beautiful” changes into the exclamatory form “How beautiful the flower is looking!” Also,
“was placed” changes into “is placed” in Direct Speech. Therefore, the correct answer is — “He
said, ‘How beautiful the flower is looking, which is placed in the vase!””
B) for' & ST ZNIT F1Teh TX HEH H, ATHT IHeh ATS o T IHh W@ 0l a1 H< L@l gl T2l "She
has great affection ___her brother" ® I3 IEEIRIESH gl % o 396 oot o 39 9Ts o form =me
S MM g1 TAT, "for" Hard ITIH [ahed gl
'for' should be used because in the entire context, the sentence is talking about her love for
her brother. Here, in "She has great affection ___ her brother," it indicates the feeling of love
and attachment she has towards her brother. Thus, "for" would be the most appropriate
choice.
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16.

17.

18.

19.

A) ) knows’ F T&l ‘knew’ FT T RIRLER it ‘as if’ = aTE imaginary 3T unreal situation =4<F
Eh‘@ra‘?ﬁfl'l'{Verb T Past Tense H TFIT AT ST %’; SH— He talks as if he were a king.

‘knew’ will be used instead of ‘knows’ because after ‘as if’, Past Tense is used to express an
unreal or imaginary situation; Like— He talks as if he were a king.

D) was' % & 'were' T T S F11F subject 'They' plural %’ 3T THF 1T verb 'were'
plural form ﬁ'@TIT; SH— They were playing in the park.

‘were' will be used instead of 'was' because the subject 'They' is plural and with it, the verb
‘were' will be in plural form; Like— They were playing in the park.

A) Wipe out (phrasal verb) — to destroy something completely or cause something to be
completely lost. (Tﬁﬁ'{_gﬂ'gw)

A) B-D-A-E-C

Explanation:

Hindi Explanation:

Sentence B tﬁ passage FT independent opening sentence %’I RS did«lé\lq JATAT T TTSTAT FATH
H TE AN G101 Tad A& @ISl ST ATt gragm—"Which country offers visa-free travel
from India?" —#T ATHA ATAT B

Sentence D Sentence B & g{d dTa ATUI 3T B-D FT direct link AT Sentence B F I F
AT I 6 T H Sentence D TTHE HATHET <aT & (4 FLAL 2026 T WA T TTHIATE LT
25 39TT T ATSIT-H<h ATAT HT Tl 2|

Sentence A Sentence D T follow 3T 3T D-A &7 mandatory contrast pair qTUITI 25 T9Tr T
4T % T Sentence A contrastive conjunction "However" & &1 =& 729 T #HT #9% Fzar
g T ‘visa-free’ T 37 foAT FoReT Trh-21a & Y91 751 ¢

Sentence E Sentence A % 31 aTg ATUIT T A-E T direct link JqTUATI Sentence A F gaa e T
Sentence E SATAGTH ®F & TIE FIAT g [ o7 T HIS(E T (HULT AT THT AT Jaer a7 &
HAT T T g

Sentence C Sentence E F aTg 3T sequence complete AT Sentence E ﬁ'g’?ﬁ Sentence C
FFETOT FHIRAT % SIS 1T (Jeju Island) T T ATLAT AT 1 e STT 3% f2q1E oy ST 6
AT IETEL0T & TE FXd g0 X T =R I Aok &9 8 THIH FHdl &l

English Explanation:

Sentence B serves as the verbatim opening topic sentence, introducing the widespread pre-
travel search query regarding which destinations offer visa-free travel for Indian passport
holders.

Sentence D directly follows Sentence B (B-D), directly answering the query with current factual
data stating that Indian passport holders can access 25 countries visa-free as of October 2026.
Sentence A forms an immediate contrastive pair with Sentence D (D-A). Transitioning with
"However", it qualifies the privilege by clarifying that visa-free travel is not synonymous with
guaranteed, unrestricted entry.

Sentence E follows Sentence A (A-E), explaining the concrete operational limitation by noting
that immigration authorities at the destination still hold the authority to deny entry.

Sentence C concludes the sequence (E-C), anchoring the principle with a real-world case
study—an Indian couple denied entry and deported from South Korea's Jeju Island despite
visa-free eligibility, raising fundamental questions about the true nature of visa-free travel.

Join us on Telegram channel: English Madhyam, Email Id: Support@englishmadhyam.in
Website: www.englishmadhyam.in, Phone number: 7722987077 Page 14



file:///C:/Users/gourav/Desktop/examination/New%20folder/The%20editorial/www.englishmadhyam.in

N\l oIl ploplol JOIN TELEGRAM CHANNEL: ENGLISH MADHYAM

20. A) R-P-Q-S

21.

Explanation:

Hindi Explanation:

Sentence R tﬁ = T Taae i UT=aTcq aTad (independent introductory sentence) %’,
Tvﬁﬂ'@l’ﬁ'@—l—ldlﬂ'\l 3T 3T ST fors Rt (Min the heart of Himachal Pradesh") T 9=
]

Sentence P Sentence R & Td 9T& SATUIIT 37 R-P T HIET Ha€ FATUIT T8 F TAT & 918
Sentence P 3 ATH I TIXTT9T%h LTI TTE FIAT & 1oh HATAT 0T ATH "HL-SAT" (Fe (o T T
TaTe ©Ime) 7 ST 2

Sentence Q Sentence P T follow T 3T P-Q FT Af=amd ITH (mandatory pair) AT
Sentence P ﬁ'ﬁfﬁrﬁﬂﬁ? T qT9F 3T fAfer-AHTar g9 % Ioe@ # a7 Sentence Q 39
FRTTOT &7 ("Legend has it...") FT &< w2ar g o & T 00T I & 972 9 7 TRl I
HTAE STE T A Fo 36T =T

Sentence S Sentence Q % 31 aT& Wﬁﬁqﬁﬁ{ﬂfﬁm TITTOre AT & 91 Sentence S

TATAT o ATRST ITATH (“Valley of the Gods”) 3iI¥ TRATAT T HEZAT & Ioe1@ Fild gU 3BT
%%-rrazw% T =0T ("shares Incredible India’s site") 3 AT ‘1% TR=sE FT qrfes =9
THTH FAT 2

English Explanation:

Sentence R serves as the standalone opening topic sentence, introducing the geographical
setting and subject: Manali's location in the heart of Himachal Pradesh.

Sentence P directly follows Sentence R (R-P), initiating the descriptive quotation from
Incredible India and tracing the etymological roots of the town's name to "Manu-Alaya" (the
abode of Manu).

Sentence Q forms a mandatory contextual pair with Sentence P (P-Q). Building upon the
mention of Sage Manu, Sentence Q recounts the mythological narrative of him stepping off his
ark to recreate humanity following a global deluge.

Sentence S concludes the sequence (Q-S), completing the quotation with Manali's epithet as
the “Valley of the Gods” amidst the Himalayas and closing with the attribution: “shares
Incredible India’s site.”

D) decked out

Blank (1) needs a phrasal verb meaning "dressed up and adorned," since Delhi is compared to
"a new bride" and its old buildings are "draped in twinkling lights." a) toned down: means
made less loud or showy, violating the requirement since the city is being decorated and its
billboards "scream for attention." b) laid out: means arranged according to a plan, as streets
are, or a body prepared for burial, violating the requirement since a bride is adorned, not laid
out, and the phrase says nothing about dressing up. c) blacked out: means plunged into
darkness, as in a power cut, violating the requirement since the buildings are "draped in
twinkling lights." d) decked out: means dressed up or decorated in a showy, festive way,
matching a city adorned like a bride.

Hindi:

Blank (1) & THT phrasal verb TR T ST meaning 1 "SSHT-8a¥AT," #2711 Delhi FT T "a
new bride" ﬁaﬁﬂ"ié SﬁTE'HTﬁT{'Fﬁ buildings "twinkling lights" ﬁ%ﬁ%l a) toned down:

THHT meaning %’ loud IT showy F9 T geahT HTAT, ST violate FIAT % FATTH city ToTS W@%
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22.

23.

Y billboards "scream for attention!" b) laid out: TEHT meaning %’ T plan &% AT arrange
FLAT, S T, AT ATAH TERTT | T2 body T e, ST violate FXAT 8 F1Th bride T FsITaT
SITAT 8, "laid out" AT TRAT SITAT, ST I phrase TSTH-Ha<A #l aTd Al HAT| ¢) blacked out:
THHT meaning % STa;(ﬁg_@r STTHT, S power cut ¥, ST violate Eh_{_dT%’ F1T buildings "draped
in twinkling lights" 21 d) decked out: TH®T meaning g festive 3T WEahIcl &3 & FAAT-HALAT, ST
bride STHT &SIT city & match FAT 2

C) syncretic

Blank (2) needs an adjective describing traditions that blend different faiths and cultures, since
Akbar "even translated the Ramayana into Persian" and the Mughals tried to make the festival
"inclusive." a) ephemeral: means lasting only a short time, violating the requirement since a
tradition, by its nature, is handed down over time, and the sentence is about blending
cultures, not about how long customs last. b) orthodox: means strictly following the
established beliefs of one faith, violating the requirement since translating another faith's epic
is the opposite of strict orthodoxy, not an example of it, as "and even" would require. c)
syncretic: means combining different religious or cultural traditions, matching an emperor who
brought a Hindu epic into the Persian language. d) amalgamate: is a verb meaning to combine
or merge, close in sense, violating the requirement since "believed in ___ traditions" needs an
adjective, not a verb.

Hindi:

Blank (2) ® UHT adjective ATIET ST S-S &1HT 31 cultures T fHET ATHAT traditions T
AT, 911 Akbar 7 "even translated the Ramayana into Persian" 3% Mughals 7 festival &7
"inclusive" AT T TITH f3TI a) ephemeral: THHT meaning & AT THT T T ATHAT, ST
violate F¥AT g FATTH tradition a7 T T =TT 8, 3T sentence cultures T f=T= it a1a
AT 8, customs Thae T3 FeTd & THRT 7511 b) orthodox: THET meaning & T g & it
TITTOT ATIAT3N FT FETS F ITAT FLAT, ST violate FAT % Wﬁ'ﬁ?iﬂ% g9 F epic T translation
FAT 2T orthodoxy FT 32T g, ITAFT IZTELU !, SHET "and even" H ZMT AT TI ¢) syncretic:
THFT meaning g TAIT-3TERT GTHHE AT cultural traditions FT AT ATAT, ST 39 emperor &
match FAT g S TF Hindu epic FT Persian 9THT # IATLT| d) amalgamate: 7g verb g fSre&hT
meaning & THETHT T SITEAT, sense THAAT-S[AAT &, T violate AT § 41T "believed in
traditions" # adjective ATRY, verb AEI

B) memoirs

Blank (3) needs a noun for a personal written account of one's own life and times, since
Jahangir himself "comments" on what he observed. a) frescoes: means paintings made on wet
plaster walls, violating the requirement since one "comments ... that" in writing, not in wall
paintings. b) memoirs: means a written account of events from the writer's own life and
experience, matching Jahangir's record of his reign, the Tuzuk-i-Jahangiri. c) epitaph: means a
short inscription on a tomb, written about a person after death, violating the requirement
since an epitaph is a brief tribute by others, not a record in which Jahangir comments on
customs. d) reminisce: is a verb meaning to recall past events with pleasure, close in sense,
violating the requirement since "in his ___ " needs a noun, not a verb.

Hindi:
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24.

25.

Blank (3) ® THT noun vlllrg'\l ST 37T ST 3 980T 7T personal written account IATT, FTh
Jahangir 3T9+T @Y §'§ 1T U< "comments" FLT %I a) frescoes: THHT meaning %’ Tfrer plaster
FTeAT walls TT a9 paintings, STT violate FXAT g #3119 "comments ... that" or@s < FFaT JTaT 8,
wall paintings ffﬂ'ésfl b) memoirs: HHT meaning %’ @ o Fq A 3T EREE &7 forfeaa
account, ST Jahangir % 3T 9T o record, Tuzuk-i-Jahangiri, T match FLaT %’I c) epitaph:
THHT meaning § tomb T To@T FIeT inscription, STT T #T §g # aT8 g0 for@d &, ST violate
WT% EDNED epitaph T+ AT tribute @‘cﬁ%, ﬁ'FIT record Hébr e Jahangir customs X
comment &1 d) reminisce: Tg verb g T meaning & T aTdl T 3TM& & recall FIAT, sense
THAAT-S[AaT 8, I% violate FTAT g FA1TH "in his ___ " H noun ATRT, verb &l

A) revived

Blank (4) needs an intransitive verb meaning "came back to life," since the celebrations, kept
"austere" under Aurangzeb, flourish again under the later Mughals, when Muhammad Shah
"Rangeela" "loved celebrations." a) revived: means came back to life or became active again,
matching the return of festivity after Aurangzeb's austere years. b) invigorated: means filled
with energy, close in sense, violating the requirement since "invigorate" needs an object —
something invigorates something else — so "the celebrations invigorated" is left incomplete. c)
waned: means grew weaker or smaller, violating the requirement since the next lines describe
an emperor who "loved celebrations" and watched dancers with diyas, a sign of revival, not
decline. d) ossified: means became rigid and unchanging, violating the requirement since the
scene that follows is lively and new, not frozen in an old pattern.

Hindi:

Blank (4) # THT intransitive verb FTTET fSTE=T meaning g1 "< & S{ifad g1 I24T," F#A11h
Aurangzeb % THT "austere" T& T celebrations later Mughals & T9 T & 99 35 &, I
Muhammad Shah "Rangeela" "loved celebrations!" a) revived: 39T meaning %’ﬁw‘(@ﬁﬁ%ﬁ
T active BT ST, ST Aurangzeb % austere T # &4 festivities & @ Ta= & match FXAT gl b)
invigorated: 9T meaning % TS I 9T 24T, sense ﬁ?'l—cﬂ-w %, g violate &¥AT %EFéﬂﬁ?
"invigorate" T object H’I’%‘Q — g T T invigorate FXAT % — '{Hﬁl’ﬁ "the celebrations
invigorated" 3TET ¥g SITAT & ¢) waned: THAT meaning g &THT T24T AT I<d SITHT, ST violate
FAT g FHITh 3TAT lines § UHT emperor 8 ST "loved celebrations" 3T diyas 7T dancers &7
@T 9T, ST revival FT Hd 8, decline T A511 d) ossified: THHT meaning g F31T 3T
unchanging g STTHT, STT violate FdT g FF1Teh ST T scene ST ST 74T g, FHET X pattern
H STHT g3 A=l |

D) twirl

Blank (5) needs a base verb after "watched dancing girls," naming a graceful spinning
movement fit for a dance performed with lamps around fountains. a) flounder: means to
struggle or stagger clumsily, often in water or mud, violating the requirement since the "water
fountains" may tempt, but a dance performed for the emperor is graceful, not clumsy. b)
rotation: is a noun meaning the act of turning, close in sense, violating the requirement since
"watched dancing girls " needs a verb, not a noun. c) cower: means to crouch down in fear,
violating the requirement since these are performers entertaining an emperor at a festival, not
people in terror. d) twirl: means to spin round quickly and lightly, matching dancers turning
gracefully with diyas in their hands.
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Hindi:

Blank (5) & "watched dancing girls" & T base verb H‘I‘%T{, ST diyas S¥ fountains 3 FTL 3T
317 T dance # o0 U graceful ‘{Hﬁ' #FT movement FATTI a) flounder: THFT meaning %’ often
g AT F=E | SAATS I & FZISTHT, ST violate WT%’ F1F "water fountains" tempting T
THA 8, TC emperor & TTHA THAT AT dance graceful ZIAT g, AATST 4811 b) rotation: g noun &
STE®T meaning & A &l f34T, sense THAAT-S[AaT &, I% violate AT g F11+h "watched
dancing girls " W verb HT%"{, noun -‘-Fébfl c) cower: THHT meaning %’ T m@schi I ST,
STl violate F¥dT & FiT ¥ festival § emperor &T AT %< ATl performers &, ¥ g AR
i1 d) twirl: THEHT meaning 8 BT 3i1¥ geshde & THAT, ST 219 | diyas fo1T gracefully =T
dancers & match T 2|
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