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Slow recovery: On the ISRO’s GSLV-F18 mission
ISRO needs more human and material resources to fulfil its mandate

With the successful launch of the GSLV-F18 mission and the NVS-03 satellite’s healthy status, the Indian
Space Research Organisation (ISRO) is on course to heave a sigh of relief. Its last 18 months have been

constrained by the consequences of two launch failures involving PSLV rockets, which share some of
their design aspects with GSLV, to the extent that the F18 mission was only the second successful
launch of 2026. If the NVS-03 satellite is successfully manoeuvred into its final intended orbital slot and
commissioned, ISRO will also have pulled off a rescue mission for the ‘Navigation with Indian
Constellation’ (NavIC) programme, which has been at least one functional satellite short for the last six
months and thus unable to meet its primary purpose of providing standalone positioning services over
the Indian subcontinent. The three second-generation NVS satellites thus far are distinguished by
having at least one indigenously made atomic clock onboard, in line with the recommendations of the
Parliamentary Standing Committee (PSC) on Science and Technology and India’s investments in
quantum timekeeping, and away from the imported clocks onboard the first-generation IRNSS

satellites.

The PSC had also flagged procurement bottlenecks across ISRO’s programmes, including difficulties
with obtaining specialised components and ensuring vendor readiness on the timelines that NavIC
needs. The ISRO Space Applications Centre’s ‘request for proposals’ in 2025 also specified a large lead
time of nearly two years between a contract’s start and the first two flight models. The Electronics
Component Manufacturing Scheme and the programme to modernise the Semiconductor Laboratory
can be tweaked to serve these needs, with the Electronics Ministry also setting aside dedicated funds
for developing specialised components and their qualification tests in a five- to seven-year programme.
In tandem, the government must allocate around 17,000 crore in the 2027-28 Union Budget for the
Department of Space, against X13,705.6 crore in 2026-27, with the hike focusing on manufacturing
launch vehicles, replacing satellites, and recruitment. Besides, NavIC also requires a dedicated operator,
so that ISRO can be left to focus on its core mandate, and India needs a national space law addressing
private participation in this enterprise, and liability. Two successful orbital missions in five-sixths of a
year is unbecoming of a national space programme with imminent plans of human spaceflight, a space
station, and reusable launch vehicle capabilities. Without significant measures, ISRO will lurch from one
mission to the next as and when its inadequate workforce is able to make do with its inadequate

allocation. \[Practice Exercise]\

e Red/blue coloring of words in the sentence indicates subject verb relationship; where ‘red’
denotes ‘subject’ and ‘blue’ denotes ‘verb’.
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10.

11.

12.

13.

Vocabulary
14.

Mandate (noun) - directive, commission,

order, instruction, command S=ITG.2T (IT
IRHR)

On course (phrase) - likely to happen, or
likely to succeed as planned T TR &

To heave a sigh of relief (phrase) - to
suddenly feel very happy because
something unpleasant has not happened

or has ended Wﬁmm

Constrain (verb) - restrict, limit, curb,
restrain, check AT AT

Aspect (noun) - feature, facet,
characteristic, element, dimension ggef
To the extent (phrase) - to a particular
degree or limit 9 g¢ do

Manoeuvre (verb) - steer, guide, direct,
navigate, manipulate YaR&TolT AT

Pull off (phrasal verb) - to succeed in doing

something difficult or unexpected T%hel

grer
Meet (verb) - fulfill, satisfy, achieve,
answer, match PRUCRG

Standalone (adjective) - independent,
separate, self-contained, unconnected,

autonomous T

Subcontinent (noun) - landmass, region,
area, territory, peninsula mmafﬂtr
Thus far (phrase) - up to this point, until
now 34 doh

Distinguish (verb) - characterize,
differentiate, individualize, separate, mark

ICIRNCEGIG

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

25.

Indigenously (adverb) - natively, locally,
domestically, internally, homegrown

M T
In line with (phrase) - in agreement or
accordance with something & 37eT&q

Quantum timekeeping (noun) - highly
precise time measurement using quantum

mechanics FATCH STSHPITIT (AT
THT ATY)

Flag (verb) - indicate, signal, mark, identify,
highlight FRITEaa aar

Procurement (noun) - acquisition,
purchasing, buying, obtaining, getting

g

Bottleneck (noun) - blockage, hurdle,
obstacle, delay, hindrance ST
Vendor (noun) - supplier, seller, dealer,
trader, merchant faghdr

Readiness (noun) - preparedness,
preparation, promptness, willingness,

fitness AT

Modernise (verb) - update, upgrade,

revamp, refurbish, renovate HTWT
hIeAT

Tweak (verb) - modify, adjust, alter,
change, refine I el

Set aside (phrasal verb) - to save or keep
money or time for a particular purpose

K ISCIREELI
In tandem (phrase) - alongside each other,
together Ueh HTY
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26. Core (adjective) - main, primary, central, 30. Imminent (adjective) - impending,
principal, key AET approaching, looming, upcoming,
’ )
27. Address (verb) - tackle, handle, confront, forthcoming 31Te=T (IT felehe I &)
deal, manage faqeraT 31. Reusable (adjective) - recyclable,

28. Liability (noun) - accountability, sustainable, renewable, returnable, multi-

responsibility, obligation, culpability, use JeT: AT

burden STATeI¢ar 32. Lurch (verb) - stagger, stumble, sway,
29. Unbecoming (adjective) - inappropriate, wobble, flounder TSHSTAT

unfitting, unseemly, unsuitable, improper

3AMHAATT
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

Summary of the Editorial
Successful Mission: ISRO successfully launched the GSLV-F18 mission, and the NVS-03 satellite
is currently in a healthy status.
Relief for ISRO: This success offers much-needed relief after a challenging 18-month period
constrained by two PSLV launch failures.
Low Launch Frequency: Due to design overlaps and setbacks, the F18 mission marks only the
second successful ISRO launch of 2026.
NavIC Rescue: If NVS-03 reaches its intended orbital slot, it will rescue the ‘Navigation with
Indian Constellation’ (NavIC) programme.
Standalone Services Restored: NavIC has been short of functional satellites for six months,
temporarily failing its core purpose of providing standalone positioning services over India.
Indigenous Technology: Second-generation NVS satellites feature at least one indigenously
made atomic clock, moving away from imported clocks.
Quantum Timekeeping: This shift aligns with Parliamentary Standing Committee (PSC)
recommendations and India's investments in quantum timekeeping.
Procurement Bottlenecks: The PSC flagged severe procurement delays, including trouble
securing specialized components and vendor readiness on tight timelines.
Long Lead Times: A 2025 request for proposals highlighted a massive two-year lead time
between contract initiation and the first two flight models.
Policy Solutions: Schemes like the Electronics Component Manufacturing Scheme and
Semiconductor Laboratory modernization can be tweaked to bridge these manufacturing gaps.
Targeted Funding: The Electronics Ministry should dedicate a 5—-7 year funding programme
specifically for developing and qualifying specialized components.
Budgetary Increase Needed: The government must boost the Department of Space allocation
to around 17,000 crore in the 2027-28 Union Budget (up from X13,705.6 crore).
Strategic Focus Areas: This budget hike should directly target launch vehicle manufacturing,
satellite replacement, and active workforce recruitment.
Governance Reforms: NavIC needs a dedicated operator so ISRO can focus on core mandates,
alongside a national space law to govern private participation and liability.
Urgent Modernization: Achieving only two successful missions in nearly a year is
unsustainable for a space agency preparing for human spaceflight, a space station, and
reusable launch vehicles.
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Practice Exercise: SSC Pattern Based

1. Why does the commissioning of the NVS-03 satellite constitute a critical rescue mission for
the NavIC programme? ‘[Editorial Page]l
A. Because previous rocket failures forced ground stations to decommission imported atomic
clocks on operating spacecraft.
B. Because the constellation operated with inadequate satellite strength for months,
impairing its primary positioning capabilities.
C. Because the Space Applications Centre required operational validation before initiating
two-year component manufacturing contracts.
D. Because private operators demanded functional orbital slots prior to assuming commercial
liability for navigation services.
2. How does the passage evaluate the launch cadence achieved by ISRO during the current
calendar year?
A. Completing two successful orbital launches in ten months falls short of ambitions for
advanced spaceflight.
B. Conducting two orbital missions demonstrates substantial operational recovery following
consecutive launch failures involving GSLV rockets.
C. Delivering two navigation satellites fulfills targets established by the Parliamentary
Standing Committee on Science and Technology.
D. Achieving two successful missions reflects adequate fiscal utilization under the prevailing
Department of Space budgetary allocation.
3. Inthe passage, the word "UNBECOMING" is used. Which of the following is the most
appropriate SYNONYM for "UNBECOMING" in this context?
"...is unbecoming of a national space programme with imminent plans of human spaceflight..."
A. Unprecedented
B. Inconsequential
C. Inappropriate
D. Indispensable
4. Which of the following statements best captures the central theme of the passage?
A. Recent consecutive launch failures involving light launch vehicles have permanently
compromised development timelines for human spaceflight.
B. Establishing an indigenous semiconductor fabrication facility represents the single
prerequisite for modernizing India’s regional navigation constellation.
C. Transferring operational control of domestic space infrastructure to commercial operators
eliminates the necessity for budgetary increases.
D. Realizing ambitious national space exploration objectives requires expanding institutional
funding, reforming procurement, and augmenting workforce capacity.
5. How did the Parliamentary Standing Committee influence the technological design of
second-generation navigation satellites?
A. By recommending the integration of domestically developed atomic timekeeping payloads
aboard operational spacecraft.
B. By directing the space agency to transition procurement of specialised flight models to
external suppliers.
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10.

11.

C. By mandating the inclusion of foreign atomic clocks to prevent single-point component
failures during missions.

D. By requiring space authorities to conduct multi-year vendor readiness audits before
commissioning navigation payloads.

Select the correct synonym for ‘Abate’.

A. Moderate

B. Increase

C. Evil

D. Honest

Select the synonym of Abstruse.

A. Difficult

B. Obvious

C. Simple

D. Clear

Choose the alternative which gives the correct meaning of the given idiom or phrase.

In the doldrums

A. Feeling lostin a large crowd

B. A state of stagnation or depression

C. Being stuck in heavy traffic

D. A period of extreme hot weather

Direction: In the following question, the passage is split into four parts and labeled P, Q, R,

and S. Rearrange these four parts to form a meaningful, logical, and coherent paragraph.

P. While admitting that he hadn’t always been in favour of long videos, as they could replace

the time users spent interacting with others, he explained that both formats — short and long

— were meant to benefit each other.

Q. Instagram is looking to attract viewers of long-form video content to its platform with the

announcement of horizontal, up to 90-minute-long video posting options.

R. “It’s early, and we’re testing and listening to feedback as we go. But we’re excited to give

creators more room to tell their stories with the communities they’ve already built here. More

to come,” posted Mr. Mosseri.

S. On October 26, Instagram’s chief Adam Mosseri introduced the posting option as ‘Features,’

and showed how it works by sharing a six-minute-long horizontal video on his account.

A. Q-P-S-R

B. S-Q-P-R

C. Q-S-P-R

D. S-P-Q-R

Select the most appropriate ANTONYM of the given word.

Disrupt

A. Bolster

B. Complicate

C. Endanger

D. Compound

Select the most appropriate ANTONYM of the given word.

Cynical
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12.

13.

14.

15

16.

17

18.

A. Optimistic

B. lllicit

C. Sporadic

D. Belated

Choose the one which can be substituted for the given sentence.
A person who remains calm in both pleasure and pain is called a:
A. Stoic

B. Mystic

C. Skeptic

D. Atheist

Which part of the following sentence contains a spelling error?
The panellists (1) engaged in a thought-provoking dialogue (2) on post-modern ethics, but one
speaker's argumentation (3) lacked coherance (4).

A. (2)

B. (4)

C. (1)

D. (3)

Select the option that expresses the given sentence in passive/active voice.
Leave the premises at once.

A. You are told to leave the premises at once.

B. Someone is to leave the premises at once.

C. People left the premises at once.

D. Let the premises to be left at once.

. Choose the correct indirect speech form of the following sentence.

Roshni said to Rakesh, "time and tide waits for none."

A. Roshni said to Rakesh that time and tide waited for none.
B. Roshnitold Rakesh if time and tide waited for none.

C. Roshni told Rakesh that time and tide waits for none.

D. Roshni told Rakesh whether time and tide waits for none.
Fill in the blank with appropriate prepositions.

Mahesh threw the ball ___ his friend, but he could not catch it.
A. to

B. for

C. against

D. at

. Select the most appropriate option to improve the bold part of the sentence.

The wall is decorated by posters.

A. full of posters

B. painted in posters

C. decorated with posters

D. covered in posters

The following sentence has been divided into parts. One of them may contain an error.
Select the part that contains the error from the given options. If you don’t find any error,
mark ‘No error’ as your answer.
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19.

20.

| had praying / to God / for your golden future.

A. No error

B. | had praying

C. toGod

D. for your golden future

Select the option that best expresses the meaning of the given phrasal verb.

Amount to

A. To reveal or expose something that was previously hidden

B. To be equivalent to or have the same effect as something

C. Toinvolve a wide range of people or things in a particular situation

D. To working or ready to work; established

Direction: In the following question, the first and the last sentences of the passage are
numbered S1 and S6. The rest of the passage is split into four parts and numbered 1, 2, 3,
and 4. Rearrange these four parts to form a meaningful, logical, and coherent passage.

S1. On the morning of Tuesday (October 27, 2026), a 19-month-old male cheetah cub died
during treatment for five gunshot injuries at the Department of Veterinary Surgery and
Radiology, Nanaji Deshmukh Veterinary Science University (NDVSU), in Madhya Pradesh’s
Jabalpur.

1. The cub KNG22, an offspring of South African female cheetah Nirva, was brought to Jabalpur
on Monday (October 26, 2026) night for an emergency surgery, a day after he was found
injured and unconscious outside the boundaries of its home, the Kuno National Park (KNP) in
Sheopur district.

2. The cub was cremated on Thursday (October 29, 2026) at the KNP.

3. Since the death, the Union Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change (MoEFCC),
and the Madhya Pradesh Forest Department both formed separate investigating teams that
are currently probing the death.

4. This marked the first instance of a cheetah being shot since the Union Government launched
its ambitious Project Cheetah, a reintroduction programme in September 2022.

S6. The incident puts a question on the safety protocols for the big cats that wander beyond
the boundaries of their home.

A. 1-2-4-3

B. 1-4-2-3

C. 2-1-4-3

D. 1-4-3-2

Directions: Complete the following passage by filling in the blanks with the most appropriate
words from the options given below.

You may have seen or heard of this item as a health kick food. Quinoa was a (4) staple in the
Andes for thousands of years, but in Bolivia, it was seen as food for the poor. By the early
2000s, quinoa became marketed as a superfood, which was high in protein and gluten free.
Global demand rose much faster than supply, since quinoa was traditionally grown in chosen
few places, like the high altitudes of Peru and Bolivia. Prices roughly tripled from 2006 to 2013.
Many Andean quinoa farmers got a great income out of it. (1) __, however, urban consumers
in Peru and Bolivia faced higher local prices. It took some monocropping and (5) expansion to
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eventually (2)__ to the demand, and then, the price fell. (3)___, around the year 2013, the
price of quinoa in India ranged around Rs 1000.
21. Select the most appropriate option to fill in blank (1):
A. On the bright side
B. On the flip side
C. On the safe side
D. On the contrary
22. Select the most appropriate option to fill in blank (2):
A. catch up
B. catching fire
C. catchon
D. caught out
23. Select the most appropriate option to fill in blank (3):
A. Henceforth
B. Till date
C. Since then
D. Until then
24. The word "staple" (4) in the passage is closest in meaning to:
A. delicacy
B. mainstay
C. condiment
D. novelty
25. Select the word that is the most appropriate antonym of "expansion" (5) as used in the
passage:
A. proliferation
B. augmentation
C. curtailment
D. escalation
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Answers
1. B 2.A 3.C 4.D 5.A 6. A 7.A 8.B 9.C 10.A 11.A 12A
13. B 14D 15C 16.A 17C 18B 19B 20B 21.B 22A 23D 248B
25.C [Practice Exercise]
Explanations

1. B) Because the constellation operated with inadequate satellite strength for months,
impairing its primary positioning capabilities.
Passage: “If the NVS-03 satellite is successfully manoeuvred into its final intended orbital slot
and commissioned, ISRO will also have pulled off a rescue mission for the ‘Navigation with
Indian Constellation’ (NavIC) programme, which has been at least one functional satellite short
for the last six months and thus unable to meet its primary purpose of providing standalone
positioning services over the Indian subcontinent.”----NavIC has been at least one working
satellite short for the last six months. Because of this, it could not do its main job, which is to
give independent positioning services over the Indian subcontinent. NVS-03 fills that gap. So its
commissioning “rescues” the programme. Option B says this.

e Option Ais incorrect because the option says rocket failures forced ground stations to
shut down imported atomic clocks, but the passage never says this. It only says the
newer NVS satellites carry at least one indigenous atomic clock, unlike the imported
clocks on the first-generation satellites.

e Option Cis incorrect because the option says the Space Applications Centre needed
NVS-03 to be validated before starting manufacturing contracts, but the passage only
says the 2025 request for proposals had a long lead time of nearly two years. It does
not link this to NVS-03.

e Option D is incorrect because the option says private operators wanted working orbital
slots before taking on liability, but the passage only says NavIC needs a dedicated
operator and that India needs a space law covering private participation and liability. It
does not link these to NVS-03.

2. A) Completing two successful orbital launches in ten months falls short of ambitions for
advanced spaceflight.
Passage: “Two successful orbital missions in five-sixths of a year is unbecoming of a national
space programme with imminent plans of human spaceflight, a space station, and reusable
launch vehicle capabilities.”---“Five-sixths of a year” means ten months. The author says only
two successful launches in ten months is “unbecoming,” meaning not good enough, for a
space programme that plans human spaceflight, a space station and reusable rockets. So the
author sees the launch pace as too low for these big goals. Option A says this.

e Option B is incorrect because the option says two missions show a strong recovery
after GSLV failures, but the passage says the failures involved PSLV rockets, not GSLV.
Also, the author calls the launch pace “unbecoming,” not a strong recovery.

e Option Cis incorrect because the option says two navigation satellites met the
Parliamentary Standing Committee’s targets, but the passage says the two launches
were successful orbital missions, not both navigation satellites. It also never says the
committee set a target for the number of launches.
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e Option D is incorrect because the option says two missions show good use of the
budget, but the passage says ISRO has an “inadequate allocation” and an “inadequate
workforce.” The author asks for a larger budget, so the author does not see the current
use as adequate.

3. C) Inappropriate
Meaning: "Unbecoming" means not flattering, not fitting, or unsuitable for a person or
organization of a certain standing.
The author says that only two successful launches in ten months does not fit a space
programme that plans human spaceflight and a space station. So the launch record is not what
we should expect from such a programme. “Inappropriate” means not suitable, so it is the
closest synonym.

e B) Unprecedented: Means never done or known before.

e () Inconsequential: Means not important or significant.

e D) Indispensable: Means absolutely necessary.

4. D) Realizing ambitious national space exploration objectives requires expanding institutional
funding, reforming procurement, and augmenting workforce capacity.
The title says ISRO needs more human and material resources. The passage then explains how:
a bigger budget, fixing delays in getting specialised components, hiring more people, a
dedicated NavIC operator and a space law. It ends by warning that without such steps, ISRO
will keep struggling with too few staff and too little money. So the main idea is that big space
goals need more funding, better procurement and a bigger workforce. Option D says this.

e Option Ais incorrect because the option says the launch failures have permanently
damaged human spaceflight timelines, but the passage never says this. It only says the
failures constrained ISRO over 18 months, and that the launch record is poor for a
programme with such plans.

e Option Bis incorrect because the option says a semiconductor facility is the single
requirement for modernising NavIC, but the passage says the Semiconductor
Laboratory programme can be tweaked to help, as one of many steps. It lists funding,
recruitment, an operator and a space law as well.

e Option Cis incorrect because the option says handing control to commercial operators
removes the need for more budget, but the passage says the opposite. It asks for a
higher budget and says only that NavIC needs a dedicated operator so ISRO can focus
on its core mandate.

5. A) By recommending the integration of domestically developed atomic timekeeping
payloads aboard operational spacecraft.
The passage says the new NVS satellites carry at least one atomic clock made in India. It says
this is “in line with the recommendations” of the Parliamentary Standing Committee. The older
satellites used imported clocks. So the Committee’s influence was to recommend that
satellites use home-made atomic clocks. Option A says this.

e Option B is incorrect because the option says the Committee told ISRO to buy
specialised flight models from outside suppliers, but the passage only says the
Committee flagged procurement bottlenecks. It does not say the Committee asked for
a shift to external suppliers.
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e Option Cis incorrect because the option says the Committee required foreign atomic
clocks, but the passage says the new satellites moved “away from the imported
clocks.” This is the opposite of what the passage says.

e Option D is incorrect because the option says the Committee required multi-year
vendor readiness audits, but the passage only says the Committee flagged difficulties in
ensuring vendor readiness. It does not say it ordered audits, and this is not about
satellite design.

6. A) Abate (verb) — To reduce in amount, degree, or intensity; to lessen. @H B[, YCTI
Synonym: Moderate (verb) — To make less extreme or intense; to reduce. @H Hl, YH h]

e Increase (verb) — To become greater in size or amount; antonym of abate. dgll

e Evil (adjective/noun) — Morally wrong or wicked; unrelated to abate.

e Honest (adjective) — Truthful and sincere; unrelated to abate. g‘qﬂm

7. A) Abstruse (adjective) — Difficult to understand; obscure and esoteric. Tﬂ%—"f, [A3Y
Synonym: Difficult (adjective) — Not easy to understand or deal with. At

e Obvious (adjective) — Easily perceived or understood; antonym of abstruse. ¥

e Simple (adjective) — Easy to understand; antonym of abstruse. 9]

e Clear (adjective) — Easy to perceive or understand; antonym of abstruse. YUY

8. B) In the doldrums (idiom) — A state of stagnation or depression (inactivity, low spirits, or lack
of progress) Tidl a1 Ierit @t RUfa

9. C)Q-S-P-R
Explanation:
Hindi Explanation:

e Sentence Qtlg paragraph @I broad, independent introductory sentence %I gg main
subject B! introduce Bl % & Instagram 90-minute d& P horizontal video posting
option 1Y long-form video viewers P attract B Bl AT ST 3ol %I

e Sentence S Sentence Qﬁ follow T GﬁT Q-S &I direct chronological link d-TUT|
Instagram & U format announcement & dlq Sentence S specific announcement date
(October 26) 3R head of Instagram (Adam Mosseri) gIRT 99 feature BT 'Features' TTH
I introduce B B detail T %I

e Sentence P Sentence S & o1® dIG ST 3R 5-p &I mandatory noun-pronoun pair
oAU | Sentence S A Ifcafaa "Instagram’s chief Adam Mosseri" & f%n: Sentence P
H pronoun "he" ®T use 3T %: "While admitting that he hadn’t always been in favour
of long videos... he explained that both formats..."

e Sentence R Sentence P & dlq HhY foIR &1 conclude BT %I Adam Mosseri &
perspective & §1C Sentence R 3T direct quote U¥Jd PpXdl % ("It’s early, and we’re

testing and listening to feedback as we go...”) G?R passage Eall logical conclusion a_cIT %I
English Explanation:
e Sentence Q serves as the standalone opening statement, introducing the core topic:
Instagram’s strategic push into long-form video via horizontal uploads of up to 90
minutes.
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10.
F)

11.

12.

13.

14.

e Sentence S follows Sentence Q (Q-S), grounding the general development with specific
details regarding its official rollout date (October 26) and name (‘Features’), presented
by Instagram chief Adam Mosseri.

e Sentence P forms an essential referential link with Sentence S (S-P). The subject
pronoun "he" in P refers directly back to the proper noun antecedent "Adam Mosseri"
in S, capturing his evolving perspective on balancing short-form and long-form video
formats.

e Sentence R directly follows Sentence P (P-R), culminating Mosseri’s stance with his
verbatim quote on early testing, community engagement, and future plans to complete
the passage coherently.

A) Disrupt (verb) — disturb, interrupt, confuse, unsettle. (GT&IT‘T DHRIAT / -

Antonym: Bolster (verb) — support or strengthen; prop up. (HSIgd dXT / J&IRT é:ﬂ)
e Complicate (verb) — make something more difficult or confused. (ST
e Endanger (verb) — imperil, jeopardize, risk. (w H ST
e Compound (verb) — make (something bad) worse; intensify. (\’rﬁT %I"Tlg a:ﬂ)
A) Cynical (adjective) — skeptical, doubtful, pessimistic, distrustful, mocking. (ﬁw /

Antonym: Optimistic (adjective) — hopeful and confident about the future; idealistic, trustful.
(
o lllicit (adjective) —illegal, unlawful, illegitimate, prohibited. (&r%'u)
e Sporadic (adjective) — occasional, irregular, infrequent, scattered. (ﬁﬁ'@
e Belated (adjective) — delayed, late, overdue, tardy, postponed. (ﬁ?iﬁ?l)
A) Stoic (noun) — A person who remains calm and unaffected in both pleasure and pain.
11@ 39 T gHUTG @A arefl
Mystic (noun) — A person who seeks spiritual truth through contemplation. EWEP[
e Skeptic (noun)— A person inclined to doubt.
e Atheist (noun) — A person who does not believe in God. CIESEYD
B) The correct spelling of ‘coherance’ (part 4) is ‘coherence’ which means “the quality
of being logical and consistent” W, dRdHET|
D) Let the premises to be left at once.
Passive AT H dG o & 1%1?, Active dIR] [ Object Passive A [ Subject & SITd[ %I
Imperative (&ﬂa'SZT) qTa B Passive H IGad IHY "Let + Object + be + V3" PI structure BT
TN fohar Sar %I Active dIH] "Leave the premises at once" H Verb "Leave" % 3R "the
premises" Object %I Passive H §GAH X "the premises" Subject & T 3R 9T "Let the
premises be left at once" & YIg H g d TAT| "You are told to leave” 3R "Someone is to
leave" H AT 3Ht Wt Active %, SEIEE "People left the premises" Past Tense &1 Active dId]
g, S9feTT T 1o g |
To change a sentence from Active to Passive Voice, the object of the active sentence becomes
the subject of the passive sentence. An imperative sentence is changed into the passive voice
using the structure "Let + Object + be + V3". In the active sentence "Leave the premises at
once", "Leave" is the verb and "the premises" is the object. In the passive voice, "the
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15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

premises" becomes the subject and the sentence takes the sense of "Let the premises be left
at once". "You are told to leave" and "Someone is to leave" are still active in structure, while
"People left the premises" is an active sentence in the Past Tense, so these options are
incorrect.

C) Roshni told Rakesh that time and tide waits for none.

Active ¥ Indirect Speech | Wef & 1%111, Direct dIHJ &I Quotation BCI fear Srar % 3R
Reporting Verb G S{JUR Tense GﬁT structure decldl %I Active T H "Roshni" Subject %,
"said to Rakesh" Verb (Past Tense Reporting Verb) % 3R "time and tide waits for none"
Message/Object %I Indirect Speech H Message BT "time and tide waits for none" QT T 3R
"that" conjunction & =0 H use fmar T %I

To change a sentence from Direct to Indirect Speech, the quotation is removed and the
structure is adjusted according to the reporting verb. In this case, "Roshni" (Subject), "told
Rakesh" (Verb in Past Tense Reporting), and "time and tide waits for none" (Message/Object)
from the direct speech have been transformed into "time and tide waits for none" (Message)
with "that" used as a conjunction.

A) 'to'ﬁmmmq\%ﬁ—dﬁﬁ, sentence § g foama ma § foh g oI fmadt
Hfad ot 3R TpT TAT %I ?ET "Mahesh threw the ball ___ his friend" & OrEa I gg Iy Epf
BT § [ Tig S aRd &1 3R T8 At | ST, "to" TIY SUGa fdded ghT|
'to' should be used because in the entire context, the sentence indicates that the ball was
thrown in the direction of a person. Here, through "Mahesh threw the ball ___ his friend," it is
clear that the ball was intended for his friend. Thus, "to" would be the most appropriate
choice.

C) decorated with posters’ &I TRINT FI_EQI % NP “decorate” & T THC:
preposition “with” TN Eﬁ?‘ﬁ %I sﬂﬁ"l'q ﬂﬁf sentence @TIT — “The wall is decorated with
posters.”

‘decorated with posters’ is correct because the verb “decorate” is generally followed by the
preposition “with.” Hence, the correct sentence is — “The wall is decorated with posters.”

B) 'l had praying' & dGd 'l had been praying' WW@THW 'had' & §1G 'been’
3R verb &Y -ing form HT%'QI

e ' had been praying' will be used instead of 'l had praying' because after 'had’, we need
'been’ followed by the -ing form of the verb.

B) Amount to (phrasal verb) —to be equivalent to or have the same effect as
something. (%Wéﬁ:ﬂ)

B) 1-4-2-3
Explanation:
Hindi Explanation:

e Sentence1S1 a'TER_cfa'I_C{ ST 3R $1-1 BT direct connection J4TUT| S1 |
unnamed "19-month-old male cheetah cub" &I mention %; Sentence 1 39 cub &I
identity tag (KNG22), lineage (Nirva) 3R hospital transfer Bl timeline detail BT %I

e Sentence 4 Sentence 1 1 follow B 3R 1-4 BT link JATIT| Demonstrative
pronoun "This" Sentence 1 Pl gunshot shooting incident P point out PRSP Fdrdl %
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b Project Cheetah & launch (September 2022) & 9IC g cheetah shooting hT Ugdl
instance %I

e Sentence 2 Sentence 4 %W SHTEIT 3‘ﬁ? chronological order &I maintain BT |
Tuesday (October 27) P! death & §1G Thursday (October 29) &1 KNP H cremation BT
factual step GHTIT%I

e Sentence 3 Sentence 2 & §IG AT Cremation & 9l investigation phase P 91
3Tct %—"Since the death, the Union Ministry of Environment... formed separate
investigating teams..." W @_(‘f dlq S6 ("The incident puts a question on the safety
protocols...") national parks Bl boundary q dlg} ST arett big cats P security
protocols YR Hdlcl AP passage complete hdl %I

English Explanation:

e Sentence 1 directly follows S1 (S1-1), introducing the specific identification code
(KNG22), maternal lineage (Nirva), and rescue details of the unnamed cub mentioned
in S1.

e Sentence 4 follows Sentence 1 (1-4), using the demonstrative pronoun "This" to refer
back to the shooting and highlighting that it represents the first case of a cheetah being
shot since Project Cheetah commenced in September 2022.

e Sentence 2 follows Sentence 4, preserving chronological order by detailing the cub's
cremation on Thursday (October 29) at KNP.

e Sentence 3 follows Sentence 2, shifting from immediate events to the institutional
response as separate investigation panels are launched. Finally, S6 ties directly into
Sentence 3 to conclude with broader implications for wildlife protection outside
reserve borders.

21. B) On the flip side
Blank (1) needs a phrase that introduces the other, less happy side of the quinoa boom —
after "Many Andean quinoa farmers got a great income," the passage turns to urban
consumers who "faced higher local prices." a) On the bright side: introduces the positive part
of a bad situation, violating the requirement since higher prices for urban consumers are a
downside, not a bright side. b) On the flip side: means "looking at the other side of the
matter," matching the shift from farmers who gained to city buyers who lost out. c) On the
safe side: belongs to "to be on the safe side," meaning "as a precaution," violating the
requirement since nothing in the sentence is about avoiding risk. d) On the contrary: is used to
deny or reject what has just been said, violating the requirement since the passage does not
deny that farmers profited — it adds a second, opposite effect.
Hindi:

e Blank (1) H QﬂT phrase aT%'Q S quinoa boom T gIX], ©H @ dIcdl aspect ddld —
"Many Andean quinoa farmers got a great income" & dlq passage 31 urban
consumers U 3HTdl %ﬁl'_&ﬁef "faced higher local prices |" a) On the bright side: g
fodt @ situation T positive %WT ERIGI %, ST violate AT % FNfP urban
consumers & 1%1? ﬁ &lH downside %, bright side H%’fl b) On the flip side: YYD
meaning % "dIld Pl gIRT aspect a@ ?‘ﬁ," ST gain HIH a1 farmers I loss é?‘l%f ara

city buyers P 3R shift o match WT%I ¢) On the safe side: g "to be on the safe
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22.

23.

side" %, fSraeT meaning % "as a precaution," ST violate dl % FIfdb sentence H

risk I I Bt Ob\lg dTd H_EQI%I d) On the contrary: dg G{‘J-ﬁﬁj'lgaﬂﬁ Gl deny 4l

reject FH D %m SATdT %, ST violate BT % i passage Ug deny 7'|€f CTGIRGY

farmers &I profit 3T — ar Udh ¢RI, el effect Gﬁ@?ﬂ %I

A) catch up
Blank (2) needs a "catch" phrasal verb in base form after "to," pairing with "to the demand"
and meaning "reach the same level," since supply finally grew enough to match demand —
"and then, the price fell." a) catch up: means to reach the level of something that was ahead,
matching supply finally drawing level with demand, which made prices fall. b) catching fire:
echoes "catch fire," meaning to suddenly become popular — as quinoa did — but violates the
requirement since an -ing form cannot follow "to," and the sentence is about supply reaching
demand, not about popularity. c) catch on: means to become popular, or, with "to," to
understand something, violating the requirement since the demand was already obvious —
supply needed to reach it, not notice it. d) caught out: means discovered making a mistake,
violating the requirement since a past participle cannot follow "to," and nobody is being
exposed here.
Hindi:

e Blank(2) H "to" & dIG "catch” ITdAT base-form phrasal verb T'JIT%U S "to the demand"
& 1Y T3 3R FRIBT meaning Bl "SRTR level T UgaHI," T supply STRIRBR

demand fora=it Epf Tl_sC — "and then, the price fell " a) catch up: YHPI meaning % 3
el T & level TH q—é”a-‘{[ S demand & SRTSR 3Tl supply A match BT %
ST gF R b) catching fire: Ig "catch fire" CAK | AT %, KRG meaning %
b popular 63[ ST — o quinoa §31T — UX violate ddTl % i "to" P TG -
ing form qﬁf SHT b dl, 3R sentence suppIy% demand d ué’d% P! FTd BT %,
popularltyaﬁ T8l c) catch on: YHPI meaning %’ popular Eﬁ:ﬂ T "to" & 1Y Tt
dld ﬁ HHIAT, S violate BT %?Rhﬁ? demand T‘ﬁ%@fﬁ qH o — supply P 39
WUE%FHQH 3 notlce'_‘l_sgfm YTl d) caught out: Wmeanmg% Tl B
PECIRCIGHH ST violate AT % NP "to" &b dlq past participle 7‘|€[ ST HhdT, Gﬁ?
gl Dis UH Sl el off <&l
D) Until then
Blank (3) needs a time phrase meaning "up to that point" — before supply caught up and
prices fell — since "around the year 2013" was the peak, after prices had "roughly tripled from
2006 to 2013." a) Henceforth: means "from now on," pointing to the future, violating the
requirement since the sentence describes a past price "around the year 2013." b) Till date:
means "up to the present day," violating the requirement since it cannot describe a price fixed
"around the year 2013." c) Since then: means "from that time onwards," violating the
requirement since it would place the Rs 1000 price after the fall, while 2013 came before it —
and "since then" would also need "has ranged." d) Until then: means "up to that time,"
matching the high Indian price around 2013, before supply caught up and prices dropped.
Hindi:
e Blank (3) H QﬂT time phrase aT%'Q ISEE meaning %pf "3 point dh" — supply &
catch up P sﬁ?amﬁﬁr @u‘e'ﬁ — FIfd "around the year 2013" peak hT JHY
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24.

25.

YT, oI prices "roughly tripled from 2006 to 2013 |" a) Henceforth: YYD meaning %
"3g \3'|'I'Pf," S future b1 3R point hdl %, GhT violate hdl % Hifdb sentence

"around the year 2013" T past price ddIdl %I b) Till date: LD meaning % "3l
dh," S violate X % i g "around the year 2013" GINKE price BT describe
qﬁm Hhdl | c) Since then: YYD meaning % 3G JHI & diq ﬁ," SN violate Tl
& TP TTY Rs 1000 T ETH price TRA & dIe; BT 81 S, (P 2013 I UG
3T — 3IR "since then" & ITY "has ranged" 1-ﬁﬂT%'QEﬁT‘ITI d) Until then: S9&d1
meaning % "3 JHY dh," Y 2013 & STUT India & ST T match HIAT %,
supply & catch up P 3R prices a3 QB?H
B) mainstay
"Staple," as used in the passage, means a basic, everyday food that people depend on —
quinoa fed the Andes "for thousands of years." a) delicacy: means a rare, choice food, often
expensive, which may tempt since quinoa later became pricey, but violates the requirement
since a staple is ordinary daily food, and in Bolivia it was "food for the poor." b) mainstay:
means the chief support or main part of something, matching quinoa as the backbone of the
Andean diet. ¢) condiment: means a sauce or seasoning added to food, violating the
requirement since it is a small addition to a meal, not its main part. d) novelty: means
something new and unusual, violating the requirement since quinoa had been eaten for
thousands of years.
Hindi:
e Passage e "staple" DI meaning % IS BT basic T oG TR AR depend Hd % —
quinoa "for thousands of years" Andes I Ue Hdl gl a) delicacy: YYD meaning %
rare, G 3R RR He I WM, S tempting %Tﬂ:mﬁ? quinoa dlg ﬁrl?""ﬂ éT RIRZI D
violate hdl % Hife staple ﬁ\_rf DT HTYRUT GT-T @?ﬂ %, BﬁT Bolivia & g "food for
the poor" YTl b) mainstay: S9DI meaning%ﬁ el BT H¥ gIRT U main %W,
Sl Andean diet 1 backbone Q% quinoa T match BT %I c) condiment: SHDI
meaning % WM T ST $H aTell sauce T seasoning, N violate BT % Hife gg

meal § BT T addition %, JYDT main %WT '_-lébfl d) novelty: SHPI meaning % Tﬁé
7‘|§, &I:h@?ﬂ\_ﬂ, Gﬁviolateméaﬁﬁ? quinoa@ﬁﬁﬂﬁﬁmww YTl
C) curtailment
"Expansion," as used in the passage, means growing quinoa on more land and in more places
so that supply could rise — so the antonym must mean cutting back. a) proliferation: means a
rapid spread or increase in number, violating the requirement since it is a near-synonym. b)
augmentation: means an increase in size or amount, violating the requirement since it is close
to "expansion," not opposite. c) curtailment: means cutting something back or reducing it,
matching the opposite of enlarging quinoa cultivation. d) escalation: means a rapid increase or
intensification, violating the requirement since it also describes growth.
Hindi:
e Passage i "expansion" ][ meaning%GﬁﬂaT land @TWW’@W quinoa ST i
supply@@'%—sﬂﬁm antonym ] meaning‘EIE'I:lTEEHTaT%QI a) proliferation: YHPT
meaning%aﬁﬂ@ EI’JQ’1"|I 1 g1 o deHl, Sl violatewgﬂﬁ;%wm synonym

%I b) augmentation: YYD meaning % size IT AET A El_c,ﬁﬂﬂ, ST violate AT % Fife
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g "expansion" & B %‘, Jeel T8l c) curtailment: SIPI meaning % ERIEICE:
Heldl BT T IV HH BT, S quinoa Pt Wall §¢H P Iee HIG T match HIAT B
d) escalation: DI meaning % aﬁﬁ q ol a1 3R intense Eﬁ:ﬂ, ST violate BRdl %

mﬂgiﬁgrowthmél
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