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When vintage refuses to become archaic
The difficult thing about vintage is not simply preserving it. It is preserving its relevance.

An old building can become a relic. An antique can disappear into a glass case. But when heritage
remains part of contemporary life, something interesting happens. Like wine, it can become more
mature, coveted and desirable with time.

| recently encountered two striking examples: BrijRama Palace in Varanasi and the frescoes of
Shekhawati.

At BrijRama, the past has quite literally checked into the present. The palace on the banks of the Ganga

dates to 1812, when it was built by Shridhara Narayana Munshi. Its Maratha vocabulary survives in
carved sandstone pillars, floral and betel-leaf motifs and semicircular bastions. Another layer arrived
after Maharaja Rameshwar Singh Bahadur of Darbhanga acquired it in 1915, bringing Greco-Roman
influences, sculptures and river-dolphin carvings.

Crucially, these layers have not been stripped away to create a sanitised luxury hotel. “BrijRama Palace
is not a museum. It is a living palace where guests dine, stay, celebrate and move through these spaces
every day,” says Manish Singh, General Manager, BrijRama Palace. Guests pay upwards of Rs 40,000 a
night even in the lean season. Heritage, kept relevant, acquires not just cultural but economic value.
Even food becomes a carrier of memory. Traditional Banarasi dishes such as potli ki subzi and dal
panchmel in the Darbhanga thali coexist with Aangan’s contemporary 10-course vegetarian tasting
menu. One preserves, the other reinterprets. Neither erases what came before.

Younger travellers too are curious. Singh says guests pause before frescoes, mirrorwork, sculptures and
carved stone, wanting to know the stories behind them. Suddenly, an old object is no longer merely
old.

Shekhawati offers another lesson. Its extraordinary frescoes documented a changing India with
audacious eclecticism. Gods and goddesses coexist with colonial influences, everyday life, images
inspired by Raja Ravi Varma, film stars and even erotica.

Shruti Nada Poddar, heritage conservationist, Founder and Managing Trustee, Shruti Foundation, and
Founder, MOHAR, describes Shekhawati’s fresco art as distinctive because “it encompassed the world
and its elements”, witnessing spirituality, culture, colonial influence and Swaraj.

But keeping the past relevant does not mean making it look new. Poddar points to old frescoes being
painted over with modern chemical paints in the name of restoration. “Many artists completely cover
the original frescoes by painting over them, which amounts to actual destruction rather than
conservation,” she says. Sometimes, conservation requires little more than gently removing dust;
where intervention is necessary, traditional techniques and natural colours are critical.

There lies the challenge. How do we keep heritage accessible without turning it into spectacle?
Economically viable without making it artificial? How do we allow the present in without pushing the
past out?

India does not suffer from a shortage of heritage. We suffer, sometimes, from a shortage of patience
with it. Not everything old needs a makeover. The past needs to be understood, used, loved and passed
on.
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The best heritage does not ask us to live in yesterday. It allows yesterday to live with us today. And that

is when vintage becomes timeless. ‘[Practice Exercise]‘

e Red/blue coloring of words in the sentence indicates subject verb relationship; where ‘red’
denotes ‘subject’ and ‘blue’ denotes ‘verb’.
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10.

11.

12.

13.

Vocabulary
14.

Vintage (noun) - classic, antique, heritage,
retro, relic gﬂ?ﬁmmiﬁ?

Archaic (adjective) - obsolete, outdated,
antiquated, primitive, old-fashioned 9Tl
Preserve (verb) - conserve, protect,
maintain, safeguard, retain 8T T

Relevance (noun) - significance,
applicability, importance, pertinence,

connection YTET3TehdT
Relic (noun) - artifact, remnant, vestige,
antique, remain 379Y

A glass case (phrase) - a transparent
container used for displaying and

protecting valuable items 2f1?Y & SerdT

Contemporary (adjective) - modern,
current, present, recent, prevailing

THBIelT
Covet (verb) - desire, crave, want, envy,
yearn oleldldT

Desirable (adjective) - attractive, sought-
after, appealing, alluring, profitable

3THYH
Encounter (verb) - meet, face, confront,
experience, happen HIHAT haT

Striking (adjective) - noticeable,
impressive, outstanding, remarkable,

stunning 3TN T THTIRMRT

Fresco (noun) - mural, painting, artwork,
illustration, drawing Afca T

Literally (adverb) - exactly, strictly,
accurately, plainly, actually HaHd

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24,

25.

26.

27.

On the banks of (phrase) - situated
alongside a river or body of water @& fohal¥
Carve (verb) - sculpt, engrave, cut, chisel,
shape dIRTAT

Floral (adjective) - flowery, botanical,
blooming, blossoming, florid Wﬂ
Motif (noun) - theme, pattern, design,
concept, idea Hel AT

Semicircular (adjective) - half-round,
curved, arched, bowed, crescent

RN S Erosicory

C
Bastion (noun) - stronghold, fortress,

bulwark, defender, fort 3¢

Acquire (verb) - obtain, get, gain, procure,
secure YTCd hidT

Strip away (phrasal verb) - to remove a
layer or covering from something gerear
Sanitise (verb) - clean, sterilize, disinfect,
purify, decontaminate ¥dT hidll

Lean season (noun) - a period of time
when business, activity, or tourism is slow

HET o1 AT
Coexist (verb) - coincide, synchronize,

concur, harmonize, coordinate dTI-HTY

G

Reinterpret (verb) - reassess, reevaluate,

redefine, explain, translate oY & e
hT

Erase (verb) - delete, remove, wipe,
obliterate, cancel EEGIH
Carve (verb) - sculpt, engrave, cut, chisel,

shape dXIRTAT
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28.

29.

30.

31.

32.

33.

34.

35.

36.

37.

38.

39.

Merely (adverb) - only, simply, just, purely,
solely haol

Document (verb) - record, log, detail,
register, chronicle &Sl T

Audacious (adjective) - bold, daring,
fearless, intrepid, courageous grgar
Eclecticism (noun) - diversity, variety,
mixture, blend, heterogeneity 3¢IdIq
Colonial (adjective) - imperial, foreign,
overseas, settler, expansionist fafaafes
Erotica (noun) - pornography, smut,

obscenity, sensuality, indecency W

hell
Heritage (noun) - legacy, tradition,
inheritance, ancestry, antiquity TaRrad

Conservationist (noun) - environmentalist,
preservationist, ecologist, protector,

guardian TI&TOTATET

Encompass (verb) - include, cover,
embrace, surround, enclose TR AT
Witness (verb) - observe, see, watch, view,
notice ?IT:I'ITE,'@T-IT

Spirituality (noun) - holiness, sacredness,
divinity, religion, piety 3TeaTfcHehdr

Point to (phrasal verb) - to mention or
indicate something as a reason or example

FART FI&AT

40.

41

42.

43.

44.

45.

46.

47.

48.

49.

50.

51.

Restoration (noun) - repair, renewal,
recovery, reconstruction, refurbishment

SHuifgR

. Amount to (phrasal verb) - to be

equivalent to or have the same effect as
something & STEY gl

Intervention (noun) - interference,
involvement, mediation, intercession,

intrusion Wﬂq

Critical (adjective) - crucial, vital, essential,
important, key Wuﬁ-

Lie (verb) - rest, exist, reside, sit, remain
fafea g

Spectacle (noun) - display, show,
performance, exhibition, sight THTRIT

Viable (adjective) - feasible, practical,
workable, achievable, sustainable

ICHIRED

Artificial (adjective) - fake, synthetic,
unnatural, false, simulated Tfﬁﬁ

Push out (phrasal verb) - to force someone

or something to leave a place dTgY{

IGEARGI

Patience (noun) - tolerance, endurance,
forbearance, perseverance, restraint S

Makeover (noun) - transformation,
renovation, overhaul, revamp, alteration

SIATheY
Timeless (adjective) - eternal, enduring,

immortal, everlasting, permanent 3ol
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

Summary of the Editorial
Preserving Heritage and Relevance: The real challenge of heritage conservation is not merely
preserving old buildings and objects but ensuring that they remain relevant to contemporary
life.
Heritage as a Living Tradition: Historical buildings and antiques should not become forgotten
relics or objects confined to museums. They should remain meaningful and accessible to
present generations.
BrijRama Palace in Varanasi: BrijRama Palace, situated on the banks of the Ganga, is an
excellent example of preserving historical architecture while adapting it to modern needs.
Historical Origins of the Palace: Built in 1812 by Shridhara Narayana Munshi, the palace
reflects Maratha architectural influences through carved sandstone pillars, floral motifs, betel-
leaf designs and semicircular bastions.
Influence of Darbhanga: In 1915, Maharaja Rameshwar Singh Bahadur of Darbhanga acquired
the palace and introduced additional Greco-Roman influences, sculptures and river-dolphin
carvings.
Heritage and Modern Hospitality: BrijRama Palace operates as a luxury hotel without removing
its historical character. Guests can experience its architecture and cultural heritage while
enjoying modern hospitality.
Economic Value of Heritage: Guests pay more than 40,000 per night, even during the lean
season. This demonstrates that well-preserved heritage can generate considerable economic
value alongside cultural benefits.
Traditional Food and Modern Innovation: The palace combines traditional Banarasi dishes,
such as potli ki subzi and dal panchmel, with a contemporary ten-course vegetarian tasting
menu. This allows culinary traditions to survive while adapting to modern preferences.
Interest Among Younger Travellers: Younger visitors show curiosity about frescoes,
mirrorwork, sculptures and stone carvings. Understanding the stories behind these objects
transforms them from old artefacts into meaningful cultural experiences.
Shekhawati's Artistic Heritage: The frescoes of Shekhawati document India's changing social
and cultural landscape through diverse artistic influences and subjects.
Eclecticism in Frescoes: Shekhawati's frescoes combine religious imagery, colonial influences,
everyday life, paintings inspired by Raja Ravi Varma, film stars and even erotic themes.
Heritage as a Historical Record: According to conservationist Shruti Nada Poddar, Shekhawati's
frescoes capture spirituality, culture, colonial influence and the freedom movement, including
the idea of Swaraj.
The Danger of Improper Restoration: Some frescoes are covered with modern chemical paints
in the name of restoration. Such practices destroy original artwork instead of conserving it.
Importance of Authentic Conservation: Heritage conservation requires patience, traditional
techniques and natural colours. Sometimes, gently removing dust is sufficient, while
unnecessary interventions can cause irreversible damage.
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15. Balancing Heritage and Modernity: India must make its heritage accessible and economically

sustainable without turning it into an artificial spectacle. The past should be understood,
appreciated, preserved and passed on to future generations.
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Practice Exercise: SSC Pattern Based

1. What constitutes a primary cultural concern regarding the restoration of Shekhawati’s
frescoes? [Editorial page]
A. Commercial hoteliers enclose ancient exterior wall paintings behind opaque glass frames
to display modern advertisements.
B. Modern artists obliterate authentic antique plasterwork by coating original murals with
synthetic chemical paints.
C. Traditional painters refuse to clean surface grime, causing historical pigments to dissolve
under natural sunlight.
D. Custodians strip away images of colonial figures to focus exclusively on depicting spiritual
gods and goddesses.
2. Why does the author argue that BrijRama Palace avoids becoming a "sanitised luxury
hotel"?
A. ltretained its layered Maratha architecture and Darbhanga sculptural additions within
functional living areas.
B. It serves traditional Banarasi dishes while excluding contemporary vegetarian tasting
menus from its restaurants.
C. It replaced historical sandstone carvings with modern materials to simplify routine
hospitality maintenance operations.
D. It replaced historical sandstone carvings with modern materials to simplify routine
hospitality maintenance operations.
3. Which inference is best supported by the passage regarding the restoration of historical
frescoes?
A. Restoring historical murals involves applying modern industrial pigments to give weathered
plaster surfaces a refreshed look.
B. Preserving nineteenth-century wall art requires removing colonial iconography to highlight
spiritual and mythological scenes.
C. True conservation relies on traditional methods and natural pigments rather than covering
original layers with chemical paints.
D. Maintaining historic fresco art demands encasing decorated walls within protective glass
structures to prevent dust accumulation.
4. Identify the correct indirect speech form of the sentence taken from the passage:
Poddar said, "Many artists cover the original frescoes by painting over them, and where
intervention is necessary, traditional techniques are critical."
A. Poddar explained that many artists covered the original frescoes by painting over them,
but where intervention had been necessary, traditional techniques were critical.
B. Poddar explained that many artists covered the original frescoes by painting over them,
and where intervention was necessary, traditional techniques would be critical.
C. Poddar explained that many artists had covered the original frescoes by painting over
them, and where intervention was necessary, traditional techniques were critical.
D. Poddar explained that many artists covered the original frescoes by painting over them,
and where intervention was necessary, traditional techniques were critical.
5. How did Maharaja Rameshwar Singh Bahadur’s acquisition in 1915 affect the structure of
BrijRama Palace?
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10.

A. It removed the original semicircular bastions to build expansive dining halls for high-paying
luxury visitors.

B. It replaced Maratha sandstone pillars with classical European masonry to modernize the
riverfront palace's appearance.

C. It transformed the private riverside residential palace into a public museum housing rare
historical artifacts.

D. Itincorporated Greco-Roman architectural influences, sculptures, and river-dolphin
carvings onto the existing Maratha foundation.

Direction: Rearrange the following four sentences (1, 2, 3, and 4) in the proper sequence to

form a meaningful, logical, and coherent paragraph.

1. We enjoyed dog sleds and cosy hot chocolate in the slopeside cafes.

2. Puy-Saint-Vincent in France is a wonderful, small, child-friendly resort.

3. Three generations then made memories of a lifetime, skiing the wide quiet slopes together
each afternoon.

4. Our grandchildren learned to ski each morning with great instructors on the gentle slopes

under amazing azure skies.

2-3-4-1

4-2-3-1

2-4-3-1

. 4-1-2-3

Choose the most appropriate synonym of the underlined word.

The peace treaty received broad acceptance from all the nations involved.

A. Consensus

B. Refusal

C. Delay

D. Confusion

Select the most appropriate meaning of the given idiom.

Show a clean pair of heels

A. To run away very fast; to flee quickly

B. To display one's shoes proudly

C. Tosurrender to the enemy

D. To walk slowly and carefully

Select the option that best expresses the meaning of the given phrasal verb.

Calm down

A. To handle, manage, or take action about a situation or problem.

B. To find or discover someone or something by looking carefully.

C. To deliberately cause something to burn.

D. To become peaceful or less agitated.

Select the option that can be used as a one-word substitute for the given group of words.

An exaggerated statement not to be taken seriously or literally.

A. Hypocrisy

B. Hippocrates

C. Hyperbole

D. Hypertext

o0 wp
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11. Select the most appropriate ANTONYM of the given word.
Augment

A.
B.
C.
D.

Diminish
Renew
Elevate
Sustain

12. Choose the best option to replace the underlined part to improve the given sentence. If no
substitution is required, select 'No substitution.'
| know it takes a lot of courage to stand up to bullies, but you must try.

A.
B.
C.
D.

Stand up for
Stand up with
Stand up as

No substitution

13. A word is missing from a sentence, and you must choose the option with the correct spelling
to complete it.
For many students from underprivileged backgrounds, high-quality private education remains

an
A.
B.
C.
D.

dream due to financial constraints.

Unatainable

Unattainable
Unattaineible
Unatainnible

14. Identify the error in the sentence.
Of all the dancers, she performed more gracefully.

A.
B.
C.
D.

gracefully
more
performed
dancers

15. Select the correct passive form of the given sentence.
“The principal might be watching the surveillance footage.”

A.
B.
C.
D.

The surveillance footage is being watched.

The surveillance footage might be watched.

The surveillance footage might be watching.

The surveillance footage might be being watched by the principal.

16. In the following question, a sentence has been given in Indirect Speech. Choose the correct
Direct Speech form.
The analyst stated that inflation could have been controlled if monetary policies had been
revised earlier.

A.

&

The analyst stated, "Inflation could have been controlled if monetary policies had been
revised earlier."

The analyst stated, "Inflation could be controlled if monetary policies were revised earlier."
The analyst stated, "Inflation had been controlled if monetary policies had been revised
earlier."

The analyst stated, "Inflation can be controlled if monetary policies are revised earlier."
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17.

18.

19.

20.

Direction: In the following question, the first and the last sentences of the passage are

numbered S1 and S6. The rest of the passage is split into four parts and named A, B, C, and

D. Each part contains exactly one sentence, taken verbatim from the text. Rearrange these

four parts to form a meaningful, logical, and coherent passage.

S1. Gausta, Norway, is such fun.

A. Then there’s the real adventure: an old US military train climbs Gaustatoppen, opening up
spectacular off-piste skiing with views and terrain that rival much of mainland Europe.

B. Explore Vemork, the historic heavy-water plant where British and Norwegian resistance
fighters carried out their daring sabotage during the second world war.

C. For families, the on-piste skiing is friendly and accessible; while the cross-country trails are
simply stunning.

D. Stay at Gaustablikk, the hotel built by Kirk Douglas’s stuntman, a wonderfully quirky piece
of local history.

S6. It’s a brilliant mix of history, skiing, scenery and adventure, and somehow remains a

wonderfully under-the-radar destination

A. D-B-C-A

B. B-C-A-D

C. D-A-C-B

D. C-B-A-D

Select the most appropriate ANTONYM of the given word.
Stoke

A. Quash

B. Revive

C. Establish

D. Escalate

Select the most appropriate option to fill in the blank.

She was charged negligence in handling confidential files.
A. for

B. with

C. of

D. on

Choose the most appropriate synonym of the underlined word.

Dark clouds signaled an imminent storm.

A. Delayed

B. Certain

C. Approaching

D. Imaginary

Directions: Five words in the passage below have been replaced with blanks. Choose the
option that best completes each one.

At a restaurant in a star hotel, | (1) a book weighing 1 kg like a textbook running to a few
pages. It was the menu. | was sure of my selection which is one plate of idli plus a vada and
coffee. | needed to turn page after page to arrive at the dishes since each had a section
followed by subsection.
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On my return to office, my reporting manager asked me about my experience staying in a star
hotel and food. | told him the room was a great experience. About the food, | had to tell him
that it was the first time | read the menu from right to left in my life.
Back in the 1930s, when my father was in school, the restaurant owner and waiter would list
the dishes (2)___. They will bring a glass of water, stand near the table, and (3)__ the menu
with amazing memory and focus. They will remember table-wise orders and items and
calculate the amount in no time. Most of the customers were known to them. They would
even suggest some special items to your taste.
Slowly, family rooms were introduced with swinging doors. | have seen waiters getting hot
coffee and cooling it by repeatedly pouring (4)___ the tumbler and the dabara so that you can
drink at the right temperature. They love that you enjoy the serving and food. Not an easy job
when it is crowded. The first to face (5) ___ from customers are the waiters for no fault of
theirs.
Later, glass-paned shelves and almirahs were introduced to display the dishes. The famous
barfi, Mysore pak, gulab jamoon, and hot bondas were put on display.
Even if not qualified in catering, the waiters know that seeing is eating. A waiter should
remember an average 15 items plus the price.

21. Select the most appropriate option to fill in blank (1):
A. handed
B. was given
C. offering
D. billed

22. Select the most appropriate option to fill in blank (2):
A. aural
B. legibly
C. orally
D. tacitly

23. Select the most appropriate option to fill in blank (3):
A. recite
B. peruse
C. garble
D. litany

24. Select the most appropriate option to fill in blank (4):
A. through
B. within
C. among
D. between

25. Select the most appropriate option to fill in blank (5):
A. flak
B. gratuity
C. censorious
D. plaudits
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Answers
1. B 2A 3.C 4D 5D 6C 7.A 8A 9D 10.C 11.A 12D
13.B 14B 15D 16.A 17.A 18.A 19B 20.C 21.B 22.C 23.A 24D
25.A

Explanations

1. B) Modern artists obliterate authentic antique plasterwork by coating original murals with
synthetic chemical paints.
passage: “Poddar points to old frescoes being painted over with modern chemical paints in the
name of restoration. ‘Many artists completely cover the original frescoes by painting over
them, which amounts to actual destruction rather than conservation,” she says.”---The passage
names one clear danger to the Shekhawati frescoes: artists paint over the original frescoes
with modern chemical paints and call it restoration. The conservationist says this is “actual
destruction rather than conservation.” Option B says the same thing, so it is correct.

e Option A: Incorrect. The option says hoteliers hide ancient wall paintings behind
opaque glass frames to show modern advertisements, but the passage says nothing
about glass frames or advertisements. It mentions glass cases only as a general
example of antiques becoming relics, and hotels appear only in the BrijRama example,
hence incorrect.

e Option C: Incorrect. The option says traditional painters refuse to clean surface grime,
so pigments dissolve in sunlight, but the passage says the opposite: “sometimes,
conservation requires little more than gently removing dust,” and it praises traditional
techniques and natural colours as critical, hence incorrect.

e Option D: Incorrect. The option says custodians remove images of colonial figures to
show only gods and goddesses, but the passage says the frescoes show gods and
goddesses together with colonial influences, everyday life and film stars, and it never
says colonial images are being removed, hence incorrect.

2. A) It retained its layered Maratha architecture and Darbhanga sculptural additions within
functional living areas.
passage: “Crucially, these layers have not been stripped away to create a sanitised luxury
hotel. ‘BrijRama Palace is not a museum. It is a living palace where guests dine, stay, celebrate
and move through these spaces every day.””---“Sanitised” means cleaned of its character and
made plain. The passage says the palace kept its old layers: the Maratha carved sandstone
pillars, motifs and bastions, and the Greco-Roman sculptures and river-dolphin carvings added
after 1915. Guests still live, dine and celebrate in these same spaces. Option A says exactly
this, so it is correct.

e Option B: Incorrect. The option says the palace serves traditional dishes while excluding
contemporary vegetarian tasting menus, but the passage says traditional Banarasi
dishes “coexist with Aangan’s contemporary 10-course vegetarian tasting menu,” so
nothing is excluded, hence incorrect.

e Option C: Incorrect. The option says the palace replaced sandstone carvings with
modern materials, but the passage says the Maratha “carved sandstone pillars” and
other features “survive” and that the layers “have not been stripped away,” hence
incorrect.
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e Option D: Incorrect. The option says the palace separated the old bastions from the
riverbank to protect them, but the passage never mentions any separation or
environmental protection. It says the palace stands “on the banks of the Ganga” and
keeps its bastions as part of daily use, hence incorrect.

3. C) True conservation relies on traditional methods and natural pigments rather than
covering original layers with chemical paints.
passage: “Sometimes, conservation requires little more than gently removing dust; where
intervention is necessary, traditional techniques and natural colours are critical.” Also: “Many
artists completely cover the original frescoes by painting over them, which amounts to actual
destruction rather than conservation.”---The passage says that painting over old frescoes with
modern chemical paints is “actual destruction,” not conservation. It says real conservation can
be as simple as gently removing dust, and when more work is needed, traditional techniques
and natural colours are critical. Option C says exactly this, so it is correct.

e Option A: Incorrect. The option says restoring murals means applying modern industrial
pigments to give a refreshed look, but the passage says painting over frescoes with
modern chemical paints “amounts to actual destruction rather than conservation,” and
adds that “keeping the past relevant does not mean making it look new,” hence
incorrect.

e Option B: Incorrect. The option says preserving wall art requires removing colonial
images to highlight spiritual scenes, but the passage praises the frescoes because gods
and goddesses “coexist with colonial influences, everyday life” and other images, and it
never asks for any of them to be removed, hence incorrect.

e Option D: Incorrect. The option says frescoes must be sealed inside protective glass
structures to stop dust, but the passage says conservation sometimes needs only
“gently removing dust,” and it warns that an antique can “disappear into a glass case,”
which it treats as a problem, hence incorrect.

4. D) Poddar explained that many artists covered the original frescoes by painting over them,
and where intervention was necessary, traditional techniques were critical.
To convert direct speech into indirect (reported) speech when the reporting verb is in the past
tense (e.g., "said" or "explained"), you must apply the rules of tense backshifting: "cover"
(Present Simple) changes to "covered" (Past Simple). "is" (Present Simple) changes to "was"
(Past Simple). "are" (Present Simple) changes to "were" (Past Simple).

e Option D is correct because it correctly backshifts all three verbs into the past simple
and preserves the meaning and structure of the original sentence.

e Option Ais incorrect because it changes the conjunction "and" to "but" and incorrectly
uses the past perfect "had been."

e Option Bis incorrect because it uses "would be" instead of the past simple "were."

e Option Cis incorrect because it uses the past perfect "had covered," which suggests a
completed action rather than the general statement/habit described in the passage

5. D) Itincorporated Greco-Roman architectural influences, sculptures, and river-dolphin
carvings onto the existing Maratha foundation.
passage: “Its Maratha vocabulary survives in carved sandstone pillars, floral and betel-leaf
motifs and semicircular bastions. Another layer arrived after Maharaja Rameshwar Singh
Bahadur of Darbhanga acquired it in 1915, bringing Greco-Roman influences, sculptures and

Join us on Telegram channel: English Madhyam, Email Id: Support@englishmadhyam.in
Website: www.englishmadhyam.in, Phone number: 7722987077 Page 13



file:///C:/Users/gourav/Desktop/examination/New%20folder/The%20editorial/www.englishmadhyam.in

(0]o o] oIy APIopI-l JOIN TELEGRAM CHANNEL: ENGLISH MADHYAM

river-dolphin carvings.”---The passage says the original Maratha features still “survive.” The
1915 acquisition added “another layer” of Greco-Roman influences, sculptures and river-
dolphin carvings on top of them. So the new features were added to the old ones and did not
replace them. Option D says exactly this, so it is correct.

e Option A: Incorrect. The option says the acquisition removed the semicircular bastions
to build dining halls, but the passage says the Maratha vocabulary, including the
“semicircular bastions,” survives and the layers “have not been stripped away,” hence
incorrect.

e Option B: Incorrect. The option says Maratha sandstone pillars were replaced with
European masonry, but the passage says the “carved sandstone pillars” survive and the
1915 changes were “another layer,” not a replacement, hence incorrect.

e Option C: Incorrect. The option says the palace became a public museum, but the
passage says “BrijRama Palace is not a museum. It is a living palace where guests dine,
stay, celebrate,” hence incorrect.

6. C)2-4-3-1
Explanation:
Hindi Explanation:

e Sentence 2 paragraph Eal open WWQ’G’ primary introductory context set & Xdl
%—Iocation d[ Ad[H (Puy-Saint-Vincent in France) 3R BT general characterization
%%W wonderful, child-friendly resort %I

e Sentence 4 Sentence 2 & 31 G AT 3R 2-4 BT direct link JATUT | Resort &
"child-friendly" nature YA & Tg H Sentence 4 ddIdI %ﬁ? g A gdg Kl
far—"our grandchildren learned to ski each morning..."

e Sentence 3 Sentence 4 &I follow BT 3R 4-3 BT chronological mandatory pair
T | Sentence 4 H "each morning" P ski lessons %W, transitional adverb "then"
3'?|Ttime marker "each afternoon" m%%mﬁﬁfamily ("Three
generations") Uh ITY ski A et |

e Sentence 1 Sentence 3 & §IG 3TH passage Pl logically conclude ST Slopes IR
skiing Pl activities @aﬁ %W Sentence 1 off-slope leisure activities P detail BT
%—dog sleds ®1 ride 3R slopeside cafes H 1 hot chocolate T G|

English Explanation:

e Sentence 2 functions as the primary topic sentence, introducing the geographical
setting (Puy-Saint-Vincent in France) and establishing its reputation as a child-friendly
resort.

e Sentence 4 follows Sentence 2 directly, substantiating the child-friendly attribute by
detailing the grandchildren's morning routine on the gentle beginner slopes ("each
morning").

e Sentence 3 forms an essential chronological pair with Sentence 4 (4-3), utilizing the
sequential marker "then" and the temporal shift to "each afternoon" to show the
entire family ("Three generations") skiing together after morning lessons.

e Sentence 1 concludes the paragraph by transitioning from slope sports to relaxing off-
piste recreation, detailing family activities like dog sled rides and hot chocolate at
slopeside cafes.
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7. A) Solution: A) Acceptance (noun) — the act of agreeing to or approving something. ﬁﬂ?ﬁ
Synonym: Consensus (noun) — general agreement among all. 3{[H
e Refusal (noun) —rejection, denial. YIPR
¢ Delay (noun) — postponement, lateness. éfr
e Confusion (noun) — lack of clarity, bewilderment. YH
8. A)) To run away very fast; to flee quickly
The idiom "show a clean pair of heels" means to run away from someone or something very
quickly, leaving them far behind.
e Origin: When someone runs fast, you see only the back of their heels —a
"clean pair of heels" means they escaped without being caught.
e Example: "The thief showed the police a clean pair of heels."
In Hindi "Show a clean pair of heels" &I &ﬁ%—aﬁﬁ@ HAT ST, tﬂ@T@@Ta:ﬂl @r@: "R
gferd &1 gad a1 41T Tl

9. D) Calm down (phrasal verb) — to become peaceful or less agitated. (QTTH él:ﬂ)
C) Hyperbole (noun) — An exaggerated statement not to be taken seriously or literally

e Hypocrisy (noun) — The practice of claiming to have moral standards or beliefs to which
one's own behavior does not conform; pretense. IECS]

e Hippocrates (noun) — An ancient Greek physician, often considered the father of
Western medicine. (Not applicable as a one-word substitute for the given description.)

e Hypertext (noun) — Text displayed on a computer display or other electronic devices
with references (hyperlinks) to other text that the reader can immediately access.

10. A) Augment (verb) —increase, boost, enhance, expand. (dgl-I)

Antonym: Diminish (verb) — make or become less; reduce. (UCIT / P H DR I)
e Renew (verb) —revive, restore, replenish. ("Idnl'-lnlqu hRl)
e Elevate (verb) — raise, promote, uplift. (32d PI)
e Sustain (verb) — maintain, continue, uphold. (T Xd-I)

11. D) ‘stand up to’ ﬂﬁ%, sﬂﬁﬂ?ﬁ_ﬁp substitution @ﬂw:ﬁf%, P “stand up to” b
phrasal verb %W G{Qf% ’WWWWMH DAl ST bullies %W“—fﬁﬂﬁf%,
S§fP ‘stand up for’ DI &rzf%%{ﬂmwﬁ? HHAT; ﬁ@r— She stood up to her boss.

* No substitution is required because “stand up to” is a phrasal verb meaning
“to resist or confront someone bravely”, which fits with ‘bullies’; whereas
‘stand up for’ means to support or defend someone; Like— She stood up to
her boss.

12. B) Unattainable

13. B) 'Unattainable' (U-N-A-T-T-A-I-N-A-B-L-E) Ta! ddi1 g | 55abT 31f § 31umey a7 i e =
ICRISIEED (not able to be reached or achieved) |

14. B) ‘more’ %aa@r ‘most’ WW@WW “Of all the dancers” QWWQ@%

Eﬂﬁ‘l'q Superlative Degree (‘most gracefully’) GlTQ"ﬂ; S —

Of all the students, she answered most confidently.
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e ‘most’ will be used instead of ‘more’ because “Of all the dancers” compares
one with the whole group, which needs the superlative degree.

15. D) The surveillance footage might be being watched by the principal.

16.

17.

Active ¥ Passive Voice H 9Gd THT Active sentence T Object, Passive sentence @I Subject
o Gﬂ?lT%l ZI_E!T “the surveillance footage” Object %, ST Passive H Su bject 1 T | Verb “might
be watching” modal + continuous form ﬁ% Eﬂﬁﬂl Passive Voice ﬁ structure EﬁTIT — “might
be being + past participle.” Verb “watching” T past participle “watched” @WI 1Y BT doer
“the principal” Bl “by the principal” %WﬁWWWI Bﬂﬁﬂﬂﬁ sentence @TIT —
“The surveillance footage might be being watched by the principal.”

e To change a sentence from Active to Passive Voice, the object of the active sentence
becomes the subject of the passive sentence. Here, “the surveillance footage” is the
object, which becomes the subject in Passive Voice. The verb “might be watching” is in
a modal + continuous form, so the passive structure becomes — “might be being + past
participle.” The past participle of “watching” is “watched.” The doer “the principal” is
used as “by the principal.” Therefore, the correct sentence is — “The surveillance
footage might be being watched by the principal.”

A) The analyst stated, "Inflation could have been controlled if monetary policies had been
revised earlier."

Indirect ¥ Direct Speech T ddd 95T Tense 3R sentence Structure 1 aTTH original PR}
?iTCITGl'I?lT%I mWWﬁ Reporting Verb “stated” % 3R Reported Speech T past Perfect
(had been revised) dUT Modal Perfect “could have been controlled” WTEGH%I Direct
Speech ﬁaaaﬁwagﬂmw ﬁ{ﬂ?@?ﬂ%ﬂﬁ?qﬁf unreal past condition
(third conditional) ﬁm%l gﬂﬁfq Tense ﬁﬁéwqﬁm SITaT 3R had
guotation marks \_rh%\_rﬂ?fél

e To convert Indirect Speech into Direct Speech, the original tense and structure are
restored. Here, the sentence uses a third conditional structure (“could have been
controlled... had been revised”), which remains unchanged when converting back to
direct speech. Only quotation marks are added to present the exact spoken words.

A) D-B-C-A
Explanation:
Hindi Explanation:

e SentenceDS1 %?‘\R_da'lﬁ SHTET 3R $1-D P direct link dATUT| S1 A Gausta, Norway
& general introduction & d[q Sentence D visitor ﬁa%ﬁr ﬁGlTI_G' suggest Xl %—
%'%St%yf[a%t Gaustablikk, the hotel built by Kirk Douglas’s stuntman..." M local history T

I

e Sentence B Sentence D &I follow BT %ﬁ?ﬂﬁ local history & G Sentence B
historical exploration UX &ﬂﬁm%—"Explore Vemork, the historic heavy-water
plant..." \_fl_Eﬁ’WWII %E?R'Ff British 3'?|T Norwegian resistance fighters a9 sabotage foar
Y|

e Sentence C Sentence B & G ST | History%avl'l_c(r passage sports 3R leisure

activities UX shift Eﬂ?lT%—"For families, the on-piste skiing is friendly and accessible;
while the cross-country trails are simply stunning."
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e Sentence A Sentence C & 31 G ST 3R C-A T mandatory pair 13T | Family-
friendly skiing & §1G Sentence A transitional phrase "Then there’s the real adventure"
& 1Y Gaustatoppen UX military train 3R off-piste skiing Pl introduce W%I m
dTq S6 ("It’s a brilliant mix of history, skiing, scenery and adventure...") g:fﬂlﬁ
elements &I summarize HID passage BT conclude WT%I

English Explanation:

e Sentence D directly follows S1, providing the first concrete recommendation upon
arriving in Gausta by suggesting accommodation at Gaustablikk hotel.

e Sentence B follows Sentence D, naturally continuing the historical thread established
by the hotel's quirky past by directing the visitor to explore the WWII sabotage site at
Vemork.

e Sentence C follows Sentence B, shifting focus from historical sites to family recreational
activities—gentle on-piste skiing and cross-country trails.

e Sentence A forms an essential progression pair with Sentence C (C-A), escalating from
gentle family slopes to high thrills via the connector "Then there’s the real adventure",
describing the military train up Gaustatoppen. Finally, S6 ties together history, skiing,
scenery, and adventure into a single closing assessment.

18. A) Stoke (verb) —fuel, fan, encourage, incite, provoke. (HS®I[ / dgldl %{:ﬂ)

19.

20.

21.

Antonym: Quash (verb) — to reject or void, especially by legal procedure; to suppress or
extinguish. (QdT-l / Xg PRl / RTd hRI)

e Revive (verb) — to restore to life or consciousness. (g:lﬁﬂﬁﬁ D)
e Establish (verb) —to set up on a firm or permanent basis. (Wﬂﬁ?‘[ D)
e Escalate (verb) —to increase rapidly. (SaI-I)

B) ‘with’ T TN 11T aRifch Tl UR bl SIRIY T & AT “charged with” fixed
combination WQ@"T@HT%, S— He was charged with theft. (‘accused of’ & 1Y ‘of ST

e ‘with’ should be used because “charged with” is the fixed combination for formally
accusing someone of an offence; Like— He was charged with theft. (‘accused of’ takes
‘of’.)

C) Imminent (adjective) — about to happen, impending. 3T
Synonym: Approaching (adjective) — coming near in time or space. GG SATAT g3l

e Delayed (adjective) — postponed, late. fadifad
e Certain (adjective) — sure, definite. BIEG]
¢ Imaginary (adjective) — existing only in the mind, unreal. CAIBED

B) was given

Blank (1) needs a passive verb in the past tense, since the writer, a hotel guest, received the
heavy menu rather than handing it to anyone — "It was the menu." a) handed: is an active
past verb meaning "passed to someone," close in sense, violating the requirement since it
would make the writer the giver, when the writer is the guest who received the menu and
then read it. b) was given: is the passive form, matching the guest receiving a menu "weighing
1 kg like a textbook." c) offering: is an -ing form with a related sense, violating the requirement
since "l offering a book" has no finite verb, and the writer was not the one offering. d) billed:
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22

23.

means sent a bill or charged money, which suits a restaurant, but violates the requirement
since "l billed a book" makes no sense — the writer is not charging anyone.

Hindi:

Blank (1) e past tense DI passive verb Bl i TR@D hotel BT guest YT SR HIRY menu
ﬁl?ﬂ, Gﬂﬁﬁﬁ%m:@ — "It was the menul" a) handed: Ug active past verb %W
meaning % et b W%EIT," sense ﬁa%, TR violate W%a@%mméﬁw
EFTGHT‘IT% Tﬁlﬁ?m?ﬁguest%m menu ﬁwsﬁ?mﬁsﬁW| b) was given: Jg
passive form % S 'weighing 1 kg like a textbook" dI¢Il menu tl'lef?ﬂ?f guest d match W%I
c) offering: U@ -ing form %mﬁ sense T{L@TE\W% TR violate W%W "| offering a
book" ¥ finite verb ﬁ%, 3‘ﬁ? offer B AT TRAD 2JTébf:lglfl d) billed: YYPT meaning % bill
ﬂ\_rFthlTaﬁ charge DRI, ST restaurant @@Taﬂ?ﬂ% TR violate W%m "I billed a
book" T BT HAAE -Ta! I7dT — TRaD [l F charge T8l B g

. C) orally

Blank (2) needs an adverb describing how the dishes were listed — by speaking, since waiters
would "recite the menu with amazing memory and focus" instead of handing out a written
card. a) aural: is an adjective meaning relating to hearing, and it sounds almost like "oral," but
violates the requirement since an adjective cannot describe the verb "list," and it refers to
hearing, not speaking. b) legibly: means in clear, readable writing, violating the requirement
since it describes a written list, while these menus were spoken. c) orally: means by word of
mouth, matching waiters who recited the whole menu from memory. d) tacitly: means in an
unspoken, implied way, violating the requirement since it is the opposite of reciting a menu
aloud.

Hindi:

Blank (2) ﬁﬂﬂT adverb a'l'%Q\_rﬁa?lTQﬁ? dishes ﬁ list 1 STt Y — GI\ICMN, FifPb waiters
written card éﬁﬁ\‘ﬂg "recite the menu with amazing memory and focus" B Y| a) aural:
g adjective %W meaning %ﬁ:ﬁ"fﬁ@] S'ﬁT?TG' "oral" \?N-II ébf {;J;-IISr c\idl %, TR violate
W%?ﬂhﬁ? adjective verb "list" P describe '_-%TWW, ﬁ?q_s' {j;'lzl 1 ITd Bl %,
Eﬁ?ﬁﬂﬁﬂ@l b) legibly: YYD meaning % 7, q(x}:l NIBCANICICH ﬁ, S violate WT%
Wﬂ? written list IdTdl %, Sidfd A menus Sid SITd A | c) orally: RYbI meaning %'ﬂ%’@
@W, \_fﬁUST menu memory T recite B AT waiters T match W_CIT%I d) tacitly: SHPI
meaning %ﬁﬂwﬁﬁ, implied Wﬁ, M violate m%mﬂg menu ﬁWWW
Rrakd

A) recite

Blank (3) needs a base verb, parallel with "bring" and "stand," for speaking the menu aloud
from memory — the waiters did it "with amazing memory and focus." a) recite: means to say
aloud from memory, matching waiters reeling off every dish at the table without a card. b)
peruse: means to read something carefully, which is what diners do with a menu, but violates
the requirement since the waiters had no written menu to read — they worked from "amazing
memory." c) garble: means to mix up words so they become confusing, violating the
requirement since it contradicts "amazing memory and focus." d) litany: is a noun meaning a
long list of things said one after another, close in sense, violating the requirement since the
series "bring ... stand ... and __ " needs a verb.
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24,

25.

Hindi:

Blank (3) e "bring" 3R "stand" ST base verb EIT%Q, S menu @1 memory @Wﬂ:ﬂe{ﬁ
ddl¥ — waiters g "with amazing memory and focus" CEGR] a) recite: YYD[ meaning %
memory @Wﬁfﬂ:ﬂ, ST fSFIT card & table I gX dish AT a1 waiters T match BT
%I b) peruse: YHUDI meaning %W?ﬁ\_ﬂﬁ wm@m, S customers menu %WHW%‘,
TR violate W%m waiters %WW%%‘M@% written menu Wﬁ:ﬁf —q
"amazing memory" Y HH Hd Y| c) garble: RYDHT meaning % words ﬁwm
confusing a:né—rn, S violate W%W% "amazing memory and focus" WW%I d)
litany: I8 noun %W meaning %W%WW@I@T@W list, sense W%, TR violate
W%?ﬁnﬁ? "bring ...stand ...and __ " Tt series o verb aT%'QI

D) between

Blank (4) needs a preposition that pairs with "and" to show coffee moving back and forth
across two vessels — "the tumbler and the dabara." a) through: means going in one side and
out the other, as coffee drips through a filter, which suits filter coffee, but violates the
requirement since a tumbler and a dabara are vessels the coffee is poured into, not openings it
passes through. b) within: means "inside," violating the requirement since the coffee is not
poured inside both vessels at once but passed from one to the other. c) among: means "in the
middle of a group" and is used for three or more, violating the requirement since only two
vessels are named. d) between: links exactly two things joined by "and," matching coffee
poured repeatedly from the tumbler to the dabara and back to cool it.

Hindi:

Blank (4) f[ﬂﬂ'[ preposition EIT%Q\_rﬁ "and" & 1Y FITHR &1 T — "the tumbler and the
dabara" — & &9 coffee & &ﬁtﬂ@’\_ﬂﬁﬁaﬂml a) through: YHPI meaning %WW@[
gqnh @?of RB I i'\'IODCHI é@r filter ¥ coffee E'CITC?[% SN filter coffee TR fit aTl?lT% R
violate W%W tumbler GﬁT dabara Qﬁaﬁq%ﬁqﬁ coffee ?'a'l?ﬁﬁl'l?ﬂ% @ openings
ﬂﬁﬁrﬂﬁaﬁqﬂfﬁl b) within: YYPI meaning %’ "W " ST violate W%ﬂﬁ; coffee aﬁr
o1 o 3R T 1Y -Tg] STl o Tal, dfewh U o GO H STelt S I8! & ¢) among: SHHT
meaning % o group %aﬂ%rﬁ," ﬁvugeﬂ?mmiﬂa‘r%%u \3‘|'IT‘|T%, \_rhviolate W%
mﬂ%aﬁﬁﬁ?zﬁaﬁmﬂm%l d) between: g "and" @rq@%aﬁiﬁa‘rﬁaﬁw%ﬂ‘r
coffee ﬁﬁﬁ%%ﬁ tumbler T dabara @TWW—W@F@[@ match W%I

A) flak

Blank (5) needs a noun for harsh criticism that pairs with "face," since waiters are blamed by
customers "for no fault of theirs." a) flak: means strong criticism, matching "face flak" —
waiters taking the blame when a crowded restaurant gets things wrong. b) gratuity: means a
tip given for good service, which belongs in a restaurant, but violates the requirement since
"for no fault of theirs" points to blame, not reward, and one does not "face" a tip. c)
censorious: is an adjective meaning severely critical, close in sense, violating the requirement
since "face ____ from customers" needs a noun, not an adjective. d) plaudits: means praise or
applause, violating the requirement since it is the opposite of the undeserved blame waiters
receive.

Hindi:
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Blank (5) ﬁﬁ criticism %ﬁﬂw noun EIT%'Q\_rﬁ "face" &b Y \_{1@ FfP customers
waiters I "for no fault of theirs" blame W%I a) flak: YYPT meaning %ﬁ criticism, ST
"face flak" ¥ match WT% — '-'-ﬁgfﬂﬁ restaurant ﬁW@e{W blame @?Iﬁ waiters | b)
gratuity: YYPI meaning % 3D service B %QEP[ Tl_sc tip, S restaurant @ﬁ@ﬂ% TR violate
W%m "for no fault of theirs" blame &1 3R point WT%, reward @1 GhT'_‘lglf, G'ﬁT tip
ﬁaﬁé "face" ol Bl c) censorious: g adjective %mﬁ meaning %QEHRHET criticise
Wef?ﬂfﬂ, sense W% TR violate m%a&frﬁ? "face ___ from customers" T noun EIT%'Q
adjective T‘|TS‘TI d) plaudits: YYD meaning %?ﬂﬂmmaﬁ?ﬁ, ST violate W%Wﬂ?
waiters @I fH@ aTcl undeserved blame WBRT%I
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