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Spiralling food prices: on rising inflation
Rural households have felt the greatest impact of rising inflation

September’s retail inflation, at 5.54%, an almost two-year high, marks the fourth consecutive month
that price increases have kept headline CPl above the Reserve Bank of India’s (RBI) 4% target. The
impact has been particularly severe for rural Indians, whose inflation rate reached 6.08%. Rural food
inflation rose almost two percentage points between August and September, touching 8.06%. Onion
(108.09%), garlic (54.62%) and ginger (62.85%) drove the surge, even as potato (-11.50%) and tomato
(-8.62%) prices remained below year-earlier levels. The festive season ahead will be expensive for rural
households already facing the uncertainties of a deficient monsoon, El Nifio-related risks to harvests
and incomes, and unusually high temperatures. Headline CPI is now just 0.46 percentage points below
the RBI’s upper tolerance limit of 6%. The Monetary Policy Committee raised the repo rate by 25 basis

points to 5.50% in October, ending a pause that began after its previous increase in February 2023.
Another increase in December cannot be ruled out if price pressures continue to broaden. Chief among
the factors driving inflation since the U.S.-Israeli war on Iran have been fuel, food and transport,
compounded by a depreciating rupee.

The Indian crude basket, according to the Petroleum Planning and Analysis Cell, rose from $82.04 a

barrelin July to $116.09 in September — a 41% increase — with economy-wide implications for freight,
production and distribution. The RBI’s special dollar facility for oil marketing companies may ease spot-
market pressure on the rupee, but only temporarily if the underlying import dependence and
geopolitical risks persist. The crucial subgroup, transport services for goods, recorded inflation of
14.73% in September, up from 14.64% in August. Restaurant and accommodation services inflation has
reached 9.36%, while inflation in personal care, social protection and miscellaneous goods and services,
which include precious metals, has moderated to 13.75%. Core inflation, excluding food and fuel but
including precious metals, rose to 4.6% in September from 4.16% in August, suggesting that price
pressures are broadening. Foreign portfolio investors (FPIs) have pulled a record X3.08 trillion ($32.73

billion) out of Indian equities in the nine months ending September this year, which is almost double
that of the whole of CY2025. FPIs have been net sellers in six of the past nine months as they seek safe
havens, stronger dollar-denominated returns, and bond yields. Selling resumed in October, adding to
pressure on the rupee, which weakened by about 7% against the dollar over the year to early October,
despite RBI interventions such as direct dollar sales and attracting foreign-currency inflows. The central
bank’s latest steps have helped the rupee recover, but cannot resolve the underlying pressures. With

crude prices elevated, the rupee vulnerable and no clear end to the West Asia conflict, imported

inflation is likely to continue shaping domestic prices in the months ahead. ‘[Practice Exercise]\

e Red/blue coloring of words in the sentence indicates subject verb relationship; where ‘red’
denotes ‘subject’ and ‘blue’ denotes ‘verb’.
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10.

11.

12.

Vocabulary
13.

Spiral (verb) - escalate, soar, rocket,
skyrocket, surge a\_rﬁ I dadl

Inflation (noun) - a general rise in prices;

the rate at which prices riseﬂ?ﬂ?‘ﬁﬁ
Mark (verb) - indicate, signify, denote,
represent, distinguish gRATAT

Consecutive (adjective) - successive,
continuous, sequential, unbroken,

uninterrupted ol

Headline CPI (noun) - the total consumer
price index measure of inflation including

volatile food and energy prices qHEI
SUHIFAT Hed Fehich

Severe (adjective) - acute, grave, critical,

serious, harsh TR

Drive (verb) - propel, push, prompt,
stimulate, spurQﬁHWTZITEFc.FIHT
Surge (noun) - rise, escalation, upsurge,
boost, jump 3STel

Uncertainty (noun) - doubt, ambiguity,
unpredictability, dubiety, scepticism

tfeafeaaar

Deficient (adjective) - inadequate,
insufficient, lacking, scarce, wanting

39T
Harvest (noun) - crop, vield, produce,
reaping, gathering 8ol

Monetary policy committee (noun) - a
committee of the reserve bank of india

responsible for fixing benchmark interest

rates m U_'hﬁ- m

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

The repo rate (noun) - the rate at which
the central bank lends money to

commercial banks 34T &3

Basis points (noun) - a unit of measure
used in finance equal to one hundredth of
one percentage point 3TYR 3

Rule out (phrasal verb) - to exclude or
eliminate the possibility of something

QTTRST AT

Broaden (verb) - expand, widen, extend,
enlarge, spread fTa&aR g1aAT

Compound (verb) - aggravate, worsen,

intensify, amplify, augment S&I=TT AT STl

EXGI

Depreciate (verb) - decline, devalue,
diminish, slump, plummet :a\wmg‘lm
Indian crude basket (noun) - a weighted

average of oman/dubai sour crude and
brent sweet crude representing india's oil

imports $TRATY %3 TEhe
Implication (noun) - consequence,
ramification, repercussion, result, outcome

9HATT

Underlying (adjective) - fundamental,
basic, primary, foundational, root

Geopolitical (adjective) - strategic,
territorial, international, diplomatic,

geographic &W?ﬂﬁ?
Persist (verb) - continue, endure, remain,
linger, persevere EF-TQBFH

Crucial (adjective) - vital, pivotal, critical,

essential, momentous HEF:N;U‘[
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25.

26.

27.

28.

29.

30.

31.

32.

Moderate (verb) - ease, subside, lessen,
diminish, mitigate e SEGI

Core inflation (noun) - the measure of
inflation that excludes volatile food and

energy prices R FGREHITA
Broaden (verb) - expand, widen, extend,
enlarge, spread SATYh glell

Foreign portfolio investors (noun) - foreign
entities investing in indian financial assets

such as stocks and bonds Tac2iy grewIfaraY
IGEHED

Seek (verb) - pursue, request, solicit,
desire, explore dIRIAT

Safe haven (noun) - an investment
expected to retain or increase in value

during market turbulence gw@aﬁa‘ar
ICET]

Yield (noun) - return, profit, earnings,
revenue, gain o187 IT AT

Resume (verb) - restart, recommence,

continue, renew, reopen TR & {I}Tglﬂl

33.

34.

35.

36.

37.

38.

39.

40.

Add to (phrase) - to increase the amount
or level of something  SSITHT FIT
Weaken (verb) - decline, diminish, impair,
dilute, undermine EhTITrﬂT@?IT

Intervention (noun) - interference,
mediation, arbitrament, intercession,

involvement BQ—T—T&%’CT
Resolve (verb) - settle, solve, rectify,
reconcile, fix geof sh{dl

Underlying pressures (noun) - deep-seated
economic strains or baseline stresses

Jiafafgd gara

Elevate (verb) - raise, lift, heighten, boost,
hoist ﬁTE’IT-IT

Vulnerable (adjective) - exposed,
susceptible, defenseless, fragile, weak

HaeTefTel AT IRIETT
Likely (adverb) - probably, presumably,
doubtlessly, seemingly, possibly T¥ad:
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

Summary of the Editorial
Retail inflation rises: September’s retail inflation reached 5.54%, an almost two-year high,
marking the fourth consecutive month above the RBI’s 4% target.
Rural India hit harder: Rural inflation was significantly higher at 6.08%, showing that rising
prices are affecting rural households particularly severely.
Food inflation surges: Rural food inflation increased by nearly two percentage points between
August and September, reaching 8.06%.
Vegetable prices drive inflation: Sharp increases in onion (108.09%), ginger (62.85%), and
garlic (54.62%) were major contributors to the food-price surge.
Some vegetables became cheaper: Despite the overall increase, potato (-11.50%) and tomato
(-8.62%) prices remained below their levels a year earlier.
Rural households face multiple risks: High food prices come at a difficult time for rural
families, who are also dealing with deficient monsoons, El Nifio risks and unusually high
temperatures.
Inflation nearing RBI’s limit: Headline CPl is only 0.46 percentage points below the RBI’s
upper tolerance limit of 6%, increasing concerns about further price pressures.
Repo rate increased: The Monetary Policy Committee raised the repo rate by 25 basis points
to 5.50% in October, ending a pause that had continued since February 2023.
Further rate hike possible: If inflation continues to broaden, another repo-rate increase in
December cannot be ruled out.
Fuel and geopolitical factors: Inflationary pressures have been driven by fuel, food and
transport costs, along with the effects of a depreciating rupee and geopolitical tensions.
Crude oil becomes expensive: The Indian crude basket increased from $82.04 per barrel in
July to $116.09 in September, a 41% rise, affecting freight, production and distribution costs.
Transport and services inflation remains high: Transport services for goods recorded 14.73%
inflation, while restaurant and accommodation services inflation reached 9.36% in September.
Core inflation is broadening: Core inflation rose from 4.16% to 4.6%, indicating that
inflationary pressures are spreading beyond food and fuel.
Foreign investors add pressure: FPIs withdrew a record X3.08 trillion ($32.73 billion) from
Indian equities during the first nine months of the year, putting additional pressure on the
rupee.
Imported inflation may persist: The rupee has weakened by about 7% against the dollar,
while crude prices remain elevated and the West Asia conflict continues. Therefore, imported
inflation is likely to remain an important challenge for India in the coming months.
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Practice Exercise: SSC Pattern Based

1. What does the passage suggest regarding the effectiveness of the Reserve Bank of India’s
foreign exchange interventions? ‘[Editorial Page]
A. They provide temporary respite to spot currency markets without correcting structural
import dependence.
B. They address the broader geopolitical drivers while leaving retail fuel prices vulnerable to
adjustments.
C. They contain the domestic crude basket within manageable bands by directly subsidizing
marketing firms.
D. They primarily serve to align domestic headline CPI with the medium-term 4% target.
2. What is the author's primary goal in contrasting the price trajectory of onion, garlic, and
ginger with that of potato and tomato?
A. To highlight how seasonal vegetable supplies tend to equalize agricultural price indices
over time.
B. To show that sharp increases in select kitchen staples drove rural food inflation despite
moderation in other key items.
C. To demonstrate that rural procurement patterns diverge fundamentally from urban
headline indicators.
D. To argue that price movements in perishable goods are the primary determinant of core
inflation readings.
3. Inthe context of the passage, the term "safe havens" most nearly refers to:
A. Strategic agricultural stockpiles intended to mitigate domestic harvest uncertainties.
B. Stable assets and currencies sought by investors during phases of global volatility.
C. Dedicated foreign exchange windows extended by authorities to commercial importers.
D. Regulated physical markets designed to protect farming households from price swings.
4. Select the correct passive voice form of the given sentence from the passage:
"Foreign portfolio investors have pulled a record X3.08 trillion out of Indian equities in the nine
months ending September this year."
A. Arecord %3.08 trillion was pulled out of Indian equities by foreign portfolio investors in the
nine months ending September this year
B. Arecord %3.08 trillion had been pulled out of Indian equities by foreign portfolio investors
in the nine months ending September this year.
C. Arecord X3.08 trillion is being pulled out of Indian equities by foreign portfolio investors in
the nine months ending September this year.
D. Arecord %3.08 trillion has been pulled out of Indian equities by foreign portfolio investors
in the nine months ending September this year.
5. The tone of the passage is best described as:
A. Cynical and dismissive
B. Analytical and sobering
C. Cautious and indifferent
D. Didactic and celebratory
6. Select the most appropriate synonym of the word:
REMONSTRATE
A. Celebrate
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10.

11.

12.

B. Protest

C. Rejoice

D. Surrender

Select the most appropriate synonym of the given word: FUTILE
A. Capable

B. Efficient

C. Ineffective

D. Strong

Select the most appropriate meaning of the given idiom.
Give someone a cold shoulder

A. To welcome someone warmly

B. To offer someone a cold drink

C. To deliberately ignore or show indifference to someone
D. To give someone a piece of advice coldly

What is the antonym of "Acerbic"?

A. Sardonic
B. Sharp
C. Scathing

D. Saccharine

Select the most appropriate ANTONYM of the given word.

CONNOISSEUR

A. Expert

B. Novice

C. Specialist

D. Critic

Select the option that can be used as a one-word substitute for the given group of words.
The date when both, day and night are of approximately equal length

A. Equinox
B. Equilibrium
C. Equator
D. Equine

Direction: In the following question, the first sentence is given in its correct position,

followed by four sentences marked A, B, C, and D. Rearrange the four sentences in the

correct order to form a coherent paragraph.

The contested legacy of Ettayapuram, one of the palayams in southern Tamil Nadu, evokes

mixed reactions.

A. Ettappan, the ruler of Ettayapuram, was accused of colluding with the British against

Veerapandiya Kattabomman, the Poligar of Panchalankurichi.

The zamindari’s patronage of art, music, and Tamil has done little to erase this notoriety.

C. For all its contribution to the patronage of music and Tamil, the palayam, also known as a
zamindari, remains tainted by its role during the period when the British East India
Company was expanding its presence in the region.

D. His name has since become synonymous with betrayal.

&
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13.

14.

15.

16.

ADCB

CBAD

CADB

. BDAC

Fill in the blank with appropriate parts of speech.

We spent an day at school yesterday

A. enjoyable

B. enjoying

C. enjoyment

D. enjoyed

Select the correct passive form of the given sentence.

“They serve food to the guests.”

A. Food is served to the guests by them.

B. Food was served to the guests.

C. Food is being served by them.

D. Food has served by them.

Choose the correct indirect narration of the following statement from the given alternatives:

Ruby said, "l was driving when you called me yesterday."

A. Ruby said that she had been driving when he had called her the day before.

B. Ruby said that she was driving when he had called her the day before.

C. Ruby said that she had been driving when he called her the day after.

D. Ruby said that she was driving when he called her the day before.

Direction: In the following question, the first sentence is given in its correct position,

followed by four sentences marked A, B, C, and D. Rearrange the four sentences in the

correct order to form a coherent paragraph.

The Pro Vice-Chancellor of the University of Zambia, Mr. Moses Musonda has underlined the

need for greater efforts by developing countries in Asia and Africa to develop their information

systems to get over the woefully inadequate situation in this field.

A. The main reason for this situation developing, Mr. Musonda said, could be attributed to
the fact that some governments had not recognised the importance of these systems as
instruments of economic, social, political, cultural and educational development.

B. Mr. Musonda said, another reason was that personnel training has not been encouraging
since there were very few people who understood or appreciated the importance and
implication of developing information systems for the benefit of developing countries.

C. Equally frightening, he told the delegates, was the paucity of trained and qualified
personnel to man these services which made the running of the libraries and information
systems poorly co-ordinated.

D. The state of libraries and information services in Africa — and indeed in developing

countries — are appalling, he said, in a closing speech to the six-day standing conference of

Eastern, Central and Southern African librarians here yesterday.

DCAB

CDBA

ACBD

BACD

o0 wp

on®w»
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17. Choose the most suitable preposition from the given options to fill in the blank in the
following sentence:
other things, the boy is a talented singer and guitarist.
Among
Along
Across
D. Between
18. Identify the incorrectly spelt word in the following sentence:
The company announced a benefitial scheme for its employees.
A. Announced
B. Benefitial
C. Scheme
D. Employees
19. Select the most appropriate ANTONYM of the given word.
APOCALYPSE
A. Catastrophe
B. Destruction
C. Calamity
D. Salvation
20. Select the grammatically correct option to substitute the underlined segment in the given
sentence. If there is no need to substitute it, select 'No improvement'.
Having practised all week, she tells the story confidently at the competition yesterday.
A. told the story confidently
B. is telling the story confidently
C. has told the story confidently
D. No improvement
Complete the passage by filling in the blanks with the most appropriate words.
Over 100 themes and a variety of dolls A (sourced) from Kanchipuram,
Cuddalore, Puducherry, Panruti and Mayavaram are displayed B sale at SK
Pearls & Craft shop at Town Hall. There is Ashtalakshmi stone finish, Dasavatharam finish,
Kumbakarnan in small size, single dolls in traditional finish including Vaaragi, Murugar, Aandal,
Karumari, Kamatchi, Renuka Sharadhambal, Dwaraga Krishnar, Meenakshi Kalyanam,
Nanganallur Anjaneyar, Ramar Jananam, and more. Among single dolls, there are navadurga,
navanarasimhar, cricket set, and girivalam set to name a few. While there, you can also shop

0w >

for complete kolu doll sets including a collection of cloth-covered wooden stairs C
the beautiful dolls are placed in D (hierarchical) order. Brass lotus
lamps in varied sizes are also available. The store has handcrafted gifting items and E

(imitation) jewellery.
21. Choose the most appropriate synonym for the word in (A): (sourced).
A. arrogated

B. divested
C. rocured
D. elicited

22. Fill in blank (B) with the correct preposition to complete the phrase.
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on
for
to
. at
23. Fill in blank (C) with the correct relative adverb to complete the sentence grammatically.
A. which
B. whence
C. where
D. whom
24. Choose the most appropriate synonym for the word in (D): (hierarchical).
A. amorphous
B. stratified
C. egalitarian
D. anomalous
25. Choose the most appropriate synonym for the word in (E): (imitation).
A. veritable
B. pristine
C. ostensible
D. ersatz

o0 wp
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Answers
1. A 2.8 3.B 4D 5B 6B 7.C 8C 9D 10.B 11.A 12.C
13.A 14A 15A 16.A 17.A 18B 19.D 20.A 21.C 22B 23.C 248B
25.D ‘[Practice Exercise]‘

Explanations

1. A) They provide temporary respite to spot currency markets without correcting structural
import dependence.
passage: “The RBI’s special dollar facility for oil marketing companies may ease spot-market
pressure on the rupee, but only temporarily if the underlying import dependence and
geopolitical risks persist... The central bank’s latest steps have helped the rupee recover, but
cannot resolve the underlying pressures.”----The passage says the RBI’s steps, like the special
dollar facility and direct dollar sales, helped the rupee recover. But the help is only for a short
time, because India still depends heavily on imported oil and the West Asia conflict continues.
So the steps give short-term relief and do not fix the root problem. This matches option A.
Option B: Incorrect. The option says the RBI’s interventions address the broader geopolitical
drivers, but the passage says the steps “cannot resolve the underlying pressures” and that
geopolitical risks persist, hence incorrect.
Option C: Incorrect. The option says the interventions keep the crude basket within
manageable bands by directly subsidizing marketing firms, but the passage says the Indian
crude basket rose 41% from $82.04 to $116.09 and never calls the dollar facility a subsidy,
hence incorrect.
Option D: Incorrect. The option says the interventions mainly aim to bring headline CPl in line
with the 4% target, but the passage links the interventions to easing pressure on the rupee,
while the rate hike is what addresses inflation, hence incorrect.

2. B) To show that sharp increases in select kitchen staples drove rural food inflation despite
moderation in other key items.
passage: “Rural food inflation rose almost two percentage points between August and
September, touching 8.06%. Onion (108.09%), garlic (54.62%) and ginger (62.85%) drove the
surge, even as potato (-11.50%) and tomato (-8.62%) prices remained below year-earlier
levels.”----The passage says onion, garlic and ginger prices shot up and pushed rural food
inflation higher. Potato and tomato prices were still lower than last year. The author sets these
side by side to show that a few items caused the surge, even though other items stayed cheap.
This matches option B.
Option A: Incorrect. The option says seasonal vegetable supplies tend to equalize price indices
over time, but the passage shows the prices moving in opposite directions (onion up 108%,
potato down 11.50%) and says nothing about prices evening out, hence incorrect.
Option C: Incorrect. The option says rural procurement patterns differ from urban headline
indicators, but the passage never discusses procurement patterns or urban prices, and only
compares individual vegetables within rural food inflation, hence incorrect.
Option D: Incorrect. The option says perishable goods are the main driver of core inflation, but
the passage says core inflation excludes food and fuel, and it rose to 4.6% because price
pressures are broadening, hence incorrect.

3. B) Stable assets and currencies sought by investors during phases of global volatility.
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passage: “FPIs have been net sellers in six of the past nine months as they seek safe havens,
stronger dollar-denominated returns, and bond yields.”---The line is about foreign investors
(FPIs) pulling money out of Indian equities. They are looking for “safe havens,” meaning places
where their money is safer and more stable when the world is uncertain, such as strong
currencies and secure assets. This matches option B. |
Option A: Incorrect. The option says safe havens are agricultural stockpiles for harvest
uncertainty, but the passage uses the term for where FPls move their money, not for food
stocks, hence incorrect.
Option C: Incorrect. The option says safe havens are foreign exchange windows for importers,
but the passage mentions the special dollar facility separately for oil companies, while “safe
havens” is about investors, hence incorrect.
Option D: Incorrect. The option says safe havens are regulated physical markets protecting
farmers from price swings, but the passage uses the term in the context of foreign investors
selling Indian equities, not farmers or markets, hence incorrect.

4. D) Arecord %3.08 trillion has been pulled out of Indian equities by foreign portfolio
investors in the nine months ending September this year.
Active Voice Structure: Subject (Foreign portfolio investors) + have pulled (Present Perfect) +
Object (a record X3.08 trillion)...
Passive Voice Rules: The object becomes the new subject (A record X3.08 trillion). The present
perfect tense (have pulled) converts into has/have been + past participle (has been pulled
because the amount is singular). The original subject is introduced using "by" (by foreign
portfolio investors). Option D is the only choice that accurately maintains the present perfect
tense (has been pulled).
Option A: Incorrect. The option says “was pulled,” which is simple past, but the original
sentence uses present perfect (“have pulled”), hence incorrect.
Option B: Incorrect. The option says “had been pulled,” which is past perfect, but the original
sentence uses present perfect, so the time meaning is changed, hence incorrect.
Option C: Incorrect. The option says “is being pulled,” which is present continuous and shows
an action happening right now, but the original sentence shows a completed action over the
nine months with a present result, hence incorrect.

5. B) Analytical and sobering
passage: “Headline CPl is now just 0.46 percentage points below the RBI’s upper tolerance
limit of 6%... The central bank’s latest steps have helped the rupee recover, but cannot resolve
the underlying pressures. With crude prices elevated, the rupee vulnerable and no clear end to
the West Asia conflict, imported inflation is likely to continue shaping domestic prices in the
months ahead.”-----The author fills the passage with figures (5.54% inflation, 8.06% rural food
inflation, a 41% rise in crude, X3.08 trillion FPI outflow) and uses them to explain what is
happening and why. This is analytical. The ending is serious and gives no promise of quick
relief, so the tone is also sobering.
Option A: Incorrect. The option says the tone is cynical and dismissive, but the passage takes
the problem seriously, explains it with detailed data and notes where the RBI’s steps have
helped the rupee recover, hence incorrect.
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Option C: Incorrect. The option says the tone is cautious and indifferent, but the passage
shows clear concern about rural households and warns that “another increase in December
cannot be ruled out,” which is not indifference, hence incorrect.
Option D: Incorrect. The option says the tone is didactic and celebratory, but the passage has
nothing to celebrate, since it describes a two-year high in inflation, record FPI outflows and a
weak rupee, hence incorrect.
6. B) Remonstrate (verb) — To make a forcefully reproachful protest. faRry h, IS ISESKIG
Synonym: Protest (verb) — To express strong objection. foRy e
e Celebrate (verb) — To mark a happy occasion. 3cdd HATAT
* Rejoice (verb) — To feel great joy. Gﬂ:lﬁﬂﬁﬁ:ﬂ
e Surrender (verb) — To give up; yield. STHAITHYT BT
7. C) Futile (adjective) — incapable of producing any useful result; pointless. ﬁTW
Synonym: Ineffective (adjective) — not producing the desired effect. 3gYTa!
e Capable (adjective) — having the ability to do something. "&H
e Efficient (adjective) — working productively. $cT
e Strong (adjective) — having great power. Holdd
8. C) To deliberately ignore or show indifference to someone
The idiom "give someone a cold shoulder" means to deliberately ignore someone or treat
them in an unfriendly way.

"Give someone a cold shoulder" BT 31 § — fHal T STGRIHR TR SIS HAT, JUEAT HAT|
SIY: "I IS & 916 39 cold shoulder < feam|

9. D) Acerbic (adjective) — (of speech) Sharp and forthright; harsh, biting. g, arar
Antonym: Saccharine (adjective) — Excessively sweet or sentimental. @Wmlﬂ?ﬂ ElTQ'I:ﬁaﬂT

e Sardonic (adjective) — Grimly mocking. m'qpf
e Sharp (adjective) — Harsh and critical. GSiEG]|
e Scathing (adjective) — Witheringly critical. N STAATHS

10. B) Connoisseur (noun) — An expert with refined judgment, particularly in matters of art, food,

or taste. ﬁxﬁw, Rt

Antonym: Novice (noun) — A person who is new to and inexperienced in a field; a beginner.

, J[S3ATA B aTell

e Expert (noun)— A person with great skill or knowledge — a synonym of connoisseur.

e Specialist (noun) — A person with expert knowledge in a specific field — a synonym.

e Critic (noun) — A person who judges and evaluates — a synonym, not antonym of

connoisseur. Gﬂ@?ﬁﬁ, THleD
11. A) Equinox (noun)—The date when both, day and night are of approximately equal length

JRIA

e Equilibrium (noun) — A state in which opposing forces or influences are balanced.

e
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e Equator (noun) — An imaginary line drawn around the earth equally distant from both
poles, dividing the earth into northern and southern hemispheres and constituting the
parallel of latitude 0°. HHEIRET

e Equine (adjective) — Relating to or resembling a horse or horses. 3% Taeht

12.C) CADB
Explanation:
Hindi Explanation:

e Sentence C opening sentence %{‘R_CTW &rr@ﬂalﬂ% lead sentence H Ettayapuram
P! "contested legacy" eﬁ?ﬁ%uﬁr@ﬁmshwm% 3R sentence ¢ I legacy
%Ea:ﬁtl_efﬂ\?ﬁ (music/Tamil patronage §TH British ®Td H tainted E[&IW) Cal
broaden ®XPH explain W%I

e Sentence A Sentence C % §TG &W@TWWS Sentence C f[EﬁITQTI'Q colonial ﬁ%
®Haidb ("tainted by its role") & specific historical HRUT DI YrH T %—L{g&llgﬁl-l &
M Ettappan TR ARUITSAT HEEIH & RIATDH SUST I ST BT SRIG ST

e Sentence A 3iR Sentence D Udh Holdd mandatory pair (A-D) EF‘H?[%I Sentence A H
QMY Ettappan Pl introduction % 3R sentence D & possessive pronoun phrase "His
name" e Ettappan Col| referW%% 3T A fayTadTd 1 I & T

e Sentence B Sentence D %W ST 3%? paragraph BT conclude BT i
demonstrative phrase "this notoriety" WY sentence D ﬁaﬁhaﬁwﬂ/ﬁwaﬁ
BRI BT point AT E, 3R T WY BT § [ Harm g Tifta &1 TReor i 39 sgam i o1
forer =18t uran |

English Explanation:

e Sentence C directly follows the introductory sentence by elaborating on the "contested
legacy", balancing Ettayapuram's celebrated cultural patronage against its tainted
historical reputation under Company rule.

e Sentence A follows Sentence C by pinpointing the specific historical indictment behind
that tainted reputation—the ruler Ettappan being accused of colluding with the British
against Veerapandiya Kattabomman.

e Sentence D forms an essential mandatory pair with Sentence A (A-D), as the possessive
pronoun phrase "His name" refers directly to the ruler Ettappan, noting that his name
became synonymous with betrayal.

¢ Sentence B follows Sentence D to close the paragraph logically, using the
demonstrative phrase "this notoriety" to link back to the betrayal stigma in D and
concluding that cultural patronage failed to erase that historical stain.

i.

13. A) Enjoyable Wmmﬂﬁ?tf{ﬂﬁﬁﬁ sentence T4l fgA & &I:\I,‘J-IHWG'U&[WQET%I
23|3T "Wespentan(_ ) day" H blank %mﬁmwm%qa‘r "day" BT describe ﬁ
I adjective | ST, "enjoyable” T 39Yad faded gRT|
'Enjoyable' should be used because in the entire context, the sentence is describing the
experience of a day. Here, in "We spent an () day," the blank requires a word that describes
"day," i.e., an adjective. Thus, "enjoyable" would be the most appropriate choice.
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14.

15.

16.

A) ‘They serve food to the guests.” @I Passive Voice EﬁTIT ‘Food is served to the guests by
them.’ ma@ Simple Present tense ﬁ%l Passive rule: Object + is/am/are + V3 + by +
Subject.

e Rule: Simple Present Active (Subject + V1 + Object) - Passive: Object + is/am/are + V3
+ by + Subject.

B is incorrect — ‘Food was served’ uses Simple Past tense, not Simple Present.

Cisincorrect — ‘Food is being served’ is Present Continuous passive, not Simple Present.

D is incorrect — ‘has served’ is grammatically wrong; it should be ‘has been served’ for Present
Perfect passive.

A) Direct Speech P! Indirect H IGad THT inverted commas BCIhX ‘that’ FFTTEITGHT‘H%I
Reporting Verb ‘said’ Past f[%, gﬂm Past Continuous ‘was driving’ - Past Perfect
Continuous ‘had been driving’ 3%? Simple Past ‘called’ - Past Perfect ‘had called’ @?IT%,
‘vesterday’ > ‘the day before’; pronouns: ‘I’ = ‘she’, ‘you’ - ‘he’, ‘me’ - ‘her’ | ?I—softﬁﬂz
Ruby said that she had been driving when he had called her the day before. Option C H ‘the
day after’ T[FIH% 3RBAD ﬁtense-change G{QBT%I

To change Direct into Indirect Speech, the inverted commas are removed and ‘that’ is used. As
‘said’ is in the past, ‘was driving’ = ‘had been driving’ and ‘called’ = ‘had called’; ‘yesterday’
- ‘the day before’; pronouns: ‘I’ = ‘she’, ‘you’ = ‘he’, ‘me’ = ‘her’. Hence: Ruby said that she
had been driving when he had called her the day before. Option C wrongly uses ‘the day after’,
and B and D change the tenses only partly.

A) DCAB

Explanation:

Hindi Explanation:

e Sentence D opening sentence %ﬂ?ﬁaﬂ_d mm lead sentence H 3-ds HTYUT &
ﬁwﬁwweﬁ@% 3R sentence D 3 HINU[ & specific event 3R venue I
introduce W%—"in a closing speech to the six-day standing conference... here
yesterday" |

e Sentence C Sentence D ! follow I 3R D-C pT HSId mandatory pair S|
Sentence D H RUTd &I "appalling" W%W, Sentence C additive phrase "Equally
frightening" 3ﬁ? speech tag "he told the delegates" (conference delegates) & 1Y
personnel D HH DI highlightW%l

« Sentence A Sentence C % STG 3T T I8 R & PRUN b1 =<l IR= BRAT,

&

vlgl primary cause marker "The main reason for this situation developing" I
g3zl

« Sentence B Sentence A % 1® §IG ST 3R A-B BT unbroken mandatory paira:ﬂ?f
gU paragraph Pl end BT Sentence A H HBI hRUT gd™ & dIG Sentence B
sequential marker "another reason was that" & 1Y personnel training P JHIT B
Searg|

English Explanation:

e Sentence D directly follows the introductory sentence by anchoring the report to the
physical event and venue—his closing speech to the six-day standing conference of
African librarians.
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17.

18.

19.

20.

21

¢ Sentence C forms an essential mandatory pair with Sentence D (D-C), pairing the
description of the "appalling" situation with the additive transition "Equally
frightening" while referring to the audience via "he told the delegates".
¢ Sentence A shifts from the overview of the crisis to its structural causes, introducing
the primary diagnostic marker "The main reason for this situation developing".
Sentence B follows Sentence A to form a logical mandatory pair (A-B), using the parallel
structural marker "another reason was that" to conclude the explanation of the personnel
training deficit.
A) Among’ WWWW “among other things” U fixed phrase %W G{Qf% “3Y
Eﬂ?ﬁ%ﬂTﬂ-ﬂTﬂ”; — Among other things, she is an excellent cook. ‘Between’ Eﬁ%ﬁ'm
GHFIT%, G?IT ‘Along’ d ‘Across’ qﬁ&ﬁﬁaﬁl
e ‘Among’ should be used because “among other things” is a fixed phrase meaning “in
addition to other things”; Like— Among other things, she is an excellent cook.
‘Between’ is used for two, and ‘Along’ and ‘Across’ do not fit.
B) The correct spelling of ‘Benefitial’ is ‘Beneficial’, which means “favourable or advantageous”

— dHad |
¢ Announced — Correct spelling; meaning made a public statement — YT & |

¢ Scheme — Correct spelling; meaning a plan or programme — ST
e Employees — Correct spelling; meaning people who work for a company — HHART |
D) Apocalypse (noun) — A prophetic revelation; a great catastrophe or disaster; the end of the
world. hITHd, Ycld, IIBT@?TQT Antonym: Salvation (noun) — Preservation or deliverance from
harm, ruin, or loss; redemption from destruction. 3&IX, H&L Bl
e Catastrophe (noun) — A sudden disaster — a synonym of apocalypse, not antonym.
SYdl,
e Destruction (noun) — The action of causing severe damage — a synonym of apocalypse.
ICRIEAEIS]
e Calamity (noun) — An event causing great damage — a synonym, not antonym of
apocalypse. 34U, faufx
A) ‘tells the story confidently’ & aa?r ‘told the story confidently’ &I TN @TIT FifPp T |
‘yesterday’ pastﬁﬁ'@ﬁ HJHY ddIdl %, 5{-Ilra'1'4 Simple Past (V2 ‘told’) 3TUIT; Present Perfect
(‘has told’) & 1Y ‘yesterday’ aﬁﬁ'@ﬁ past time Wmﬁaﬁ, @@r— He won the match
yesterday.e ‘told the story confidently’ will be used instead of ‘tells the story confidently’
because ‘yesterday’ indicates a definite past time, requiring the Simple Past (V2 ‘told’); the
Present Perfect (‘has told’) is not used with a definite past time; Like— He won the match
yesterday.

. C) procured

The passage refers to dolls that are obtained, acquired, or brought from various places like
Kanchipuram and Puducherry ("sourced from..."). The question asks for the most appropriate
synonym for "sourced". a) arrogated: means to take or claim something without justification.
b) divested: means deprived of power, rights, or possessions. c) procured: means obtained or
acquired with care or effort, serving as the direct synonym for "sourced." d) elicited: means
evoked or drawn out (usually a response).
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22.

23.

24.

e g sentence &m&mmﬁﬁmﬁwmmaﬁ ("sourced") B describe
WT%I Question T "sourced" (ng&ﬂm RIEa1)) CARCR G synonym Ys8T
TI'CIT%'I a) arrogated: Wmeanmgmméwmél b) divested: SYDI
meanmgaﬁlﬁmEﬁTﬂ%I c) procured: SYDI meaning U =1 1 TR HRAT

(obtained/acquired) ?I?IT%, ST "sourced" & G{Qfﬁ perfectly match W%I d) elicited:
BT meaning (WfAfehaT 3M1fE) ITTaaHT a1 T BT 8 |

B) for
The sentence states that the dolls are exhibited at the shop so that customers can buy them
(displayed sale). Blank (B) requires the correct preposition to form the standard idiom

indicating availability for purchase. a) on: "on sale" usually means available at a reduced or
discounted price. b) for: forms the established idiom "for sale", which simply means available
or offered to be bought, fitting the context of shop display perfectly. c) to / d) at: are incorrect
prepositions for this phrase.

e Jg sentence CI3- GTCI Gl gPI Wﬂmﬁw*mmmﬁﬁﬁ describe
FRAT g | SISl B Tt & fo Iuasr 817 &1 31 37 & fore FAfd getaRer
3fffad (idiom) "for sale" WWWW%I a) on: "on sale" I 3f AMAIR R
9C (discount) UX YIS s\l"ll s\ldl %I b) for: dg HIP expression "for sale" (W%

ﬁ’l’Q) EblfIIUfW_cIT% ST context H perfectly fit@?‘ﬂ%l c) to GﬁTd) at: %W%Wﬂ

TAd g |
C) where
The sentence describes the physical location (the wooden stairs) upon which the dolls are
arranged (wooden stairs the beautiful dolls are placed). Blank (C) requires a relative

adverb that denotes a place or location. a) which: is a relative pronoun that would require a
preposition here (e.g., on which). b) whence: means 'from where', indicating a source, not a
static location. c) where: is the relative adverb of place, functioning correctly as a substitute
for 'on which' (stairs where the dolls are placed). d) whom: is used for people.

e g sentence Obtl% T Q1d96_nl %"r?ﬁ%ﬁrﬁ describe WT%, S RE I TR R
FW@WW%I YT (place) ma‘ruwﬁ%ﬁ: relative adverb &1
GHWT%I a) which:.mmq preposition H%W@?ﬁ (aﬁ- on which) | b)
whe'nce: U D] 31’&'\?!67@' 6\Idl %I c) where: agwazﬁaw relative adverb
(Gl_Eﬁfﬁm M) %, S "stairs where the dolls are placed" CARSRCERIE:] grammatically
perfectly fit Eﬂ?ﬂ%l d) whom: agwf%m‘r%i%ﬂz &I'I?IT%I

B) stratified

The passage describes the traditional arrangement of Kolu dolls, which are placed in ascending
or descending tiers according to rank or level ("hierarchical order"). The question asks for the
synonym of "hierarchical" (meaning arranged in order of rank, grade, or class). a) amorphous:
means without a clearly defined shape or form. b) stratified: means arranged or classified in
layers, tiers, or social classes, serving as the closest synonym for a tiered, hierarchical
arrangement. c) egalitarian: means believing in the principle that all people are equal
(antonym). d) anomalous: means deviating from what is standard or normal.

e Ug sentence q%u‘rﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁrq?mw, Uc gl YaldhH ("hierarchical") & SR
IOl Bt UUT BT describe W%I Question H "hierarchical" (Hciljwlrl\-ld/%da s kerel
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g3 P19y Gld synonym q\ETTPCIT%I a) amorphous: YYPI meaning 3HRe
Eﬂ?ﬂ%l b) stratified: YHUPI meaning Eﬁ wRdl a7 AR H Safyd (arranged in
tiers/layers) E?I?IT% S "hierarchical" & 3‘['&@ closely match WT%I c) egalitarian:
YUDI meaning gadrarG! (antonym) E?R_‘IT%I d) anomalous: SH®HT meaning 3T AT
fFrom-fovg BT gl
25. D) ersatz
The sentence mentions that the store sells artificial or artificial substitute jewelry ("imitation
jewellery"). The question asks for the synonym of "imitation" (meaning a thing intended to
simulate or copy something else, usually artificial). a) veritable: means true or genuine
(antonym). b) pristine: means in its original condition; unspoiled. c) ostensible: means stated
or appearing to be true, but not necessarily so. d) ersatz: means made or used as a substitute,
typically an inferior or artificial one, for something else (e.g., ersatz coffee, ersatz jewelry),
serving as the exact high-register synonym for "imitation."

e T sentence GHM T GXAMHI SUSRI o WTY-T1Y HAT TT At SMUIUN ("imitation
jewellery") * Iuds Eﬂef Bl describe BT %I Question T “imitation"
(mﬂaﬁﬁ/ﬁm) CARS R IR 2 synonym YT T-T %I a) veritable: H®PI meaning
3l g7 IR dh (antonym) Eﬁ?ﬂ%l b) pristine: YHPI meaning PICIGR] H@T@?ﬂ%l c)
ostensible: YYD meaning mmm@mél d) ersatz: YYD meaning 'wiﬂﬁ

Cal ?ﬁ'ﬁ[ 7 AHdl faemer (artificial substitute) Eﬁ?ﬂ %’ S "imitation" & 31f T perfectly
match BRAT g |
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