The Indian Express Editorial — By English Madhyam 01 October 2026

Fat dogs of Delhi, unite

There was a time, just a few years ago on the calendar and what feels like aeons in the internet’s
evolution, when watching videos (and before that, images) of dogs and cats, puppies and kittens, was
considered a waste of time. The World Wide Web, after all, was meant for instant communication,
research and, for the creative types, a self-indulgent blog nobody asked for. Now, as the internet has
transformed from optimistic frontier to an algorithmic nightmare, the puppies are its silver lining. For
those in the national capital gearing up for another year of pollution and traffic jams, an online canine
election is a source of elation.

o |

On Tuesday, the final ballot to elect the “fattest dog of Delhi” is being cast. Like many a viral
phenomenon, the Instagram page that started it all began innocuously enough: A college student took
photos of overweight stray dogs and posted them. Soon, it became a community project, with people
sending photographs of their favourite portly pooches. The poll, which began with 64 corpulent canines,

is down to four hopefuls: Googoo (Saket), Tara Khan (Khan Market), Hero (Malviya Nagar) and Gola (SDA
Market in Hauz Khas). Tara and Gola are, unfortunately, contesting for the honour posthumously.

Many a fat dog, like their overweight human counterparts, has health issues. But dogs do not judge, nor
are they self-conscious. And an election, while polarising, has no negative campaigning nor divisive
rhetoric — a web-based miracle. If only people’s politics could be more like the puppy poll.

e Red/blue coloring of words in the sentence indicates subject verb relationship; where ‘red’

denotes ‘subject’ and ‘blue’ denotes ‘verb’. \[Practice Exercise]\
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Vocabulary
13.

10.

11.

12.

Unite (verb) - join, combine, merge, ally,
coalesce EEIT\ZI,EB’IT-IT

Aeon (noun) - age, eternity, epoch, era,
millennium a7

Evolution (noun) - development,
progression, advancement, growth,

transformation faerrd

Self-indulgent (adjective) - hedonistic,
sybaritic, extravagant, intemperate,

pampering W—W

Optimistic (adjective) - hopeful, positive,
sanguine, confident, upbeat EIRICIE
Nightmare (noun) - ordeal, horror, trial,
torment, tribulation g:'\rq'wr

Silver lining (noun) - a positive aspect or
hopeful prospect in a negative situation

TATRI & 312 i fopgor

Gear up (for) (phrasal verb) - to prepare
yourself or to prepare something for an

activity or event T AT

Canine (noun) - connected with dogs SWT
Elation (noun) - euphoria, ecstasy,
exhilaration, joy, delight 3eclTH

Cast one's ballot (phrase) - to vote in an
election HdgTeT il

Phenomenon (noun) - occurrence, event,

marvel, sensation, spectacle gcdT
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14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24,

Innocuously (adverb) - harmlessly, safely,

innocently, mildly, inoffensively Wﬁw
T

Portly (adjective) - stout, plump, chubby,
corpulent, hefty #er

Pooch (noun) - dog, hound, canine, pup,
mutt iwc_clT

Corpulent (adjective) - obese, overweight,
plump, portly, stout Arer

Posthumously (adverb) - occurring,
awarded, or appearing after the death of

the originator ORI

Counterpart (noun) - equivalent, peer,
equal, parallel, match HHhET

Judge (verb) - assess, evaluate, appraise,

criticize, condemn 3TTehedl (?1T31|ol\|ﬂo-ll

hd)
Self-conscious (adjective) - insecure,
awkward, nervous, uneasy, diffident

HeprdT

Polarise (verb) - divide, separate, split,
part, sever Srear

Divisive (adjective) - alienating, estranging,
isolating, schismatic, discordant gTes arelr

Rhetoric (noun) - oratory, eloquence,
bombast, grandiloquence, hyperbole

ERIGE|E]]

Miracle (noun) - marvel, wonder,

phenomenon, sensation, prodigy dHchIX
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Summary of the Editorial

1. The editorial reflects on how the internet has changed from a platform for communication and
research into an algorithm-driven environment.

2. In this transformed digital world, videos and images of dogs and cats have become a positive
and enjoyable part of online culture.

3. The writer presents cute animals as a “silver lining” amid the internet’s increasingly stressful
and negative nature.

4. For people in Delhi preparing for another year of pollution and traffic congestion, the online
dog election offers a light-hearted source of happiness.

5. The central event is an Instagram-based competition to elect the “fattest dog of Delhi.”

6. The idea began simply when a college student photographed overweight stray dogs and shared
their pictures online.

7. The initiative gradually developed into a community-driven project, with people submitting
photographs of their favourite overweight dogs.

8. The competition initially featured 64 dogs, but the final contest has been reduced to four:
Googoo, Tara Khan, Hero and Gola.

9. Tara Khan from Khan Market and Gola from SDA Market are competing posthumously, making
their participation unusual but memorable.

10. The editorial acknowledges that many overweight dogs, like overweight humans, can suffer
from health problems.

11. However, unlike humans, dogs do not appear to judge others or feel self-conscious about their
appearance.

12. The dog election is presented as a humorous example of an online event that creates
community participation and entertainment.

13. Despite being an election, the contest has no negative campaigning, personal attacks or divisive
political rhetoric.

14. The editorial contrasts this friendly competition with human politics, which can often become
polarising and confrontational.

15. The piece ends humorously by suggesting that human politics could learn something from the
puppy poll, where competition exists without hostility or divisiveness.
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Practice Exercise: SSC Pattern Based

1. What does the phrase "algorithmic nightmare" in the passage most likely refer to?
A. The current state of the internet where complex automated systems often prioritize

distressing or overwhelming content over simple joy. ‘[Editorial Page]|
B. The technical failure of Instagram pages to correctly tally the final ballots for the four
corpulent canines in the national capital.
C. The medical complications faced by overweight stray dogs residing in areas like Saket and
Khan Market due to poor health management.
D. The inability of researchers to use the World Wide Web for instant communication and self-
indulgent blogging during its early years.
2. Why does the author argue that the online canine election is a "web-based miracle"?
A. Because it manages to conduct a competitive poll without the presence of the hostile and
polarizing language found in human politics.
B. Because it has transformed stray dogs into self-conscious beings who no longer judge their
human counterparts for their health issues.
C. Because it allows dogs like Tara and Gola to participate in the final ballot despite the
presence of pollution and traffic jams in Delhi.
D. Because it proves that the internet has returned to its original state as an optimistic frontier
meant for instant research and communication.
3. How did the canine election evolve into a "community project"?
A. By imposing strict algorithmic rules that prevented people from sending in photographs of
their favorite pets.
B. By encouraging public participation where individuals contributed images of portly dogs
they encountered.
C. By promoting divisive rhetoric that forced the college student to focus only on dogs from
Saket and SDA Market.
D. By transforming the optimistic frontier of the web into a space meant for instant
communication and research.
4. Which of the following best describes the author's tone regarding the evolution of the
internet?
A. Objective and detached
B. retrospective yet disillusioned
C. Cynically dismissive
D. Commendatory and enthusiastic
5. What does the term "optimistic frontier" imply in this context?
A. The final ballot of the dog election where the 64 original canines were reduced to the four
remaining hopefuls.
B. The geographical expansion of the "fattest dog of Delhi" contest into markets like SDA and
Malviya Nagar.
C. The early period of the internet when it was viewed as a promising space for positive human
advancement and communication.
D. The hope that posthumous contestants like Tara and Gola would eventually overcome their
health issues through community projects.
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1. Direction: In the following question, the first and the last sentences of the passage are
numbered S1 and S6. The rest of the passage is split into four parts and named A, B, C, and D.
Rearrange these four parts to form a meaningful, logical, and coherent passage.

S1. On a bright sunny afternoon, Tina returned home hungry after playing with her friends.
A. As she munched the yummy parathas and the tangy curd, a question popped into her mind.
B. “I have seen my parents add a spoonful of curd to a bow! of warm milk."
C. Asshe entered her home, she was greeted with the aroma of hot aloo parathas and dabhi.
D. "But how does it magically turn the whole bowl into curd?”
S6. Have you ever wondered about that too?
A. C-A-D-B
B. C-A-B-D
C. A-C-B-D
D. C-B-A-D
2. Select the most appropriate SYNONYM of the given word.
VERACITY
A. Truthfulness
B. Deception
C. Falsehood
D. Duplicity
3. Select the most appropriate option to fill in the blank.
In all her sorrow she must weep or she will
A. suffer
B. laugh
C. cry
D. die
4. Select the most appropriate MEANING of the phrasal verb “Break out.”
A. To study suddenly (especially something unpleasant like work or display)
B. To stand suddenly (especially something unpleasant like wait or dictate)
C. To start suddenly (especially something unpleasant like war or disease)
D. To stage suddenly (especially something unpleasant like want or despair)
5. What is the correct meaning of the idiom “Go through fire and water”?
A. Avoid danger
B. Face any danger
C. Stay safe
D. lIgnore risk
6. Select the most appropriate ANTONYM of the given word.
STIPULATE
A. Waive
B. Demand
C. Specify
D. Require

7. Select the option that can be used as a one-word substitute for the given group of words.
One who is honourably discharged from service.

A. Retired
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B. Emeritus
C. Relieved
D. Emancipated
8. The following sentence has been split into four segments. Identify the segment that contains
a grammatical error.
Neither the doctors nor / the nurse were present / when the patient / reached the hospital
A. Neither the doctors nor
B. when the patient
C. the nurse were present
D. reached the hospital
9. Pick the correctly spelled word referring to the feeling of self-consciousness, shame, or
awkwardness.
A. Embarrassed
B. Embarrased
C. Embbarased
D. Imbarrassed
10. Select the most appropriate SYNONYM of the given word.
REPLETE
A. Deprived
B. Abundant
C. Scarce
D. Empty
11. Select the INCORRECTLY spelt word in the following sentence.
The young diplomat celebrated a historic foreign policy acomplishment after ensuring strict
compliance with international maritime directives.
A. celebrated
B. acomplishment
C. compliance
D. directives
12. Which of the following options is the most suitable conversion of the following sentence into
active voice?
Where was the meeting held by the union leaders?
A. Where did the union leaders hold the meeting?
B. Where had the union leaders held the meeting?
C. Where have the union leaders held the meeting?
D. Where do the union leaders hold the meeting?
13. Select the most appropriate ANTONYM of the given word.
PRAGMATIC
A. ldealistic
B. Practical
C. Realistic
D. Sensible
14. Select the most appropriate collocation to substitute the underlined word in the given
sentence.
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The intern should take a right choice in choosing the right job for her.

15.

16.

17.

A. rake a right choice

B. fix a right choice

C. take the right choice

D. make a right choice

Direction: In the following question, the first and the last sentences of the passage are

numbered S1 and S6. The rest of the passage is split into four parts and named A, B, C, and D.

Rearrange these four parts to form a meaningful, logical, and coherent passage.

S1. The mighty Himalayan mountain range is sometimes called “Roof of the World”, as it has

some of the tallest mountains on Earth.

A. The Himalayas stretch across 13 Indian states from Ladakh in the north to Sikkim in the east.

B. Picturesque tourist destinations in this mountain range, such as Shimla, Mussoorie, and
Darjeeling, receive visitors from across the country.

C. InIndia, the Himalayas are also the source of the country’s iconic and culturally important
rivers: the Ganga and the Yamuna.

D. The mountains also harbour a variety of habitats, from the icy high-altitude deserts of
Ladakh to the conifer forests of Uttarakhand that are home to some special birds found only
in these areas.

S6. When you travel in the Himalayas, watch out for these birds that call this mountain range

their home!

A. C-B-A-D

B. B-C-A-D

C. C-A-B-D

D. C-B-D-A

Directions: Five words in the passage below have been replaced with blanks. Choose the

option that best completes each one.

If there was ever a contest for the most multifaceted member of the plant kingdom, the

coconut from the tropical coconut palm tree would probably win (1)___. Its flesh is food, its

water (2)___ thirst and cures illnesses, its leaves are woven into thatched roofs and handicrafts,
its (3)__is turned into ropes and mats, its (4) ___is crafted into cups, cooking vessels, and
even musical instruments... every part has been put to use by thrifty humans. Its story is so
entangled in ours that few people pause to wonder just how this mighty 'nut' first came into
our lives.

Although scientists have found coconut fossils dating back more than 30 million years, there is

much debate around where it first grew and when it first crossed paths with humans.

Intriguingly, people living in two different parts of the world — along the Pacific and the Indian

Ocean — have been growing it independently for centuries. But there is no doubt that the

coconut is a veteran (5) .

Select the most appropriate option to fill in blank (1):

A. handin hand

B. hands down

C. by a whisker

D. neck and neck

Select the most appropriate option to fill in blank (2):
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quenches
satisfies
satiate

D. doused

A.
B.
C.

18. Select the most appropriate option to fill in blank (3):

A. husk

B. pulp
C. coir
D. rind

19. Select the most appropriate option to fill in blank (4):

A. kernel
B. skin
C. crust
D. shell

20. Select the most appropriate option to fill in blank (5):

A. globetrotter
B. migrant
C. nomad

D. wanderer
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Answers

1. A 2.A 3.B 4.B 5.C 6.B 7.A 8.A 9.C 10.B 11.A 128B

13. C 14A 15B 16B 17A 18A 19D 20A 21.B 22A 23.C 24D

25. A [Practice Exercise]|
Explanations

1. A)The current state of the internet where complex automated systems often prioritize distressing or
overwhelming content over simple joy.

Passage: "Now, as the internet has transformed from optimistic frontier to an algorithmic nightmare, the
puppies are its silver lining."---The passage contrasts the internet's earlier hopeful days ("optimistic frontier")
with its current troubled state ("algorithmic nightmare"). "Algorithmic" refers to the automated systems
(algorithms) that decide what content people see online, and "nightmare" suggests this has become
something unpleasant or overwhelming. Right after this phrase, the author says puppies are the "silver
lining" — meaning amid this negative, algorithm-driven online experience, cute animal content (like the dog
poll) offers a small relief or joy. This matches option A well: the internet's current state, shaped by
algorithms, is generally distressing, and simple joys like puppy pictures stand out as a positive exception.

B. The passage never mentions any "technical failure" in tallying votes for the dog poll. In fact, it
describes the poll's progress clearly (64 dogs narrowed down to 4), showing no issue with counting.

C. While the passage does mention that "many a fat dog... has health issues," this is a separate point
made later in the passage, unrelated to the phrase "algorithmic nightmare." The phrase is about the
internet's overall current state, not about the dogs' health.

D. This describes the internet's early years and how it was intended to be used ("meant for instant
communication, research..."), not its current problematic state. The phrase "algorithmic nightmare" refers to
what the internet has "transformed" into now, not what it failed to be used for earlier.

2. A) Because it manages to conduct a competitive poll without the presence of the hostile and polarizing
language found in human politics.

Passage: "But dogs do not judge, nor are they self-conscious. And an election, while polarising, has no
negative campaigning nor divisive rhetoric — a web-based miracle. If only people's politics could be more like
the puppy poll."--The author calls the dog election a "web-based miracle" right after pointing out that even
though it is "polarising" (people have their favourites and compete), it has "no negative campaigning nor
divisive rhetoric." This means the poll manages to bring people together in friendly competition without the
nastiness, mudslinging, or divisive language typically found in real (human) political elections. The final line —
"If only people's politics could be more like the puppy poll — confirms this is exactly the point being
praised: a rare online event that stays positive and free of hostility. This matches option A closely.

B. The passage says "dogs do not judge, nor are they self-conscious" about their own weight/health
issues — this is simply a light observation about dogs' nature, not a claim that the poll "transformed" them
into self-conscious beings who judge humans.

C. The mention of "pollution and traffic jams" is about why people in Delhi enjoy the poll as a
distraction/relief — it has nothing to do with why Tara and Gola (who are competing posthumously) are
specifically allowed to participate.

D. The passage actually says the internet has "transformed FROM optimistic frontier TO an
algorithmic nightmare" — meaning it has moved away from its original optimistic state, not returned to it.
The dog poll is presented as a rare bright spot ("silver lining") within this otherwise troubled internet, not
proof that the internet as a whole has gone back to being optimistic.

3. B) By encouraging public participation where individuals contributed images of portly dogs they
encountered.

Passage: "Like many a viral phenomenon, the Instagram page that started it all began innocuously enough: A
college student took photos of overweight stray dogs and posted them. Soon, it became a community
project, with people sending photographs of their favourite portly pooches."----The passage explains that the
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project started small — just one college student posting photos of overweight stray dogs. It then says this
"became a community project” specifically because other people started "sending photographs of their
favourite portly pooches" too. This means the shift from a personal project to a community one happened
through public participation — many people joining in and contributing their own dog photos. This matches
option B exactly.

A. The passage never mentions any "algorithmic rules" that stopped people from sending photos. In
fact, it's the opposite — people were actively encouraged and did send in photos, which is how it became a
community project.

C. The passage doesn't mention any "divisive rhetoric" involved in the process, and it doesn't say the
student was "forced" to focus only on dogs from Saket and SDA Market. In fact, the final four dogs come from
different places (Saket, Khan Market, Malviya Nagar, SDA Market), showing wide participation, not a narrow
focus.

D. This describes the internet's original intended purpose (mentioned earlier in the passage, in a
different context) — it has nothing to do with how this specific dog poll became a community project.

4. B) retrospective yet disillusioned

The author looks back ("retrospective") at how the internet used to be — an "optimistic frontier" meant for
communication and research, a simpler and more hopeful time. But then the author shows disappointment
("disillusioned") by saying it has "transformed" into an "algorithmic nightmare." The phrase "what feels like
aeons" also shows a wistful, looking-back quality, as if reflecting on how much things have changed for the
worse. The puppies being called a "silver lining" further shows that the author sees the current internet
mostly in a negative light, with only small positives like the dog poll standing out. This combination of looking
back at the past while expressing disappointment with the present matches "retrospective yet disillusioned"
precisely.

1. Objective and detached: The author isn't neutral here — phrases like "algorithmic nightmare"
clearly show a personal, critical judgment about the internet's current state, not detached objectivity.

3. Cynically dismissive: While there's some disappointment, the author isn't dismissive of the
internet altogether — they highlight the dog poll as a genuine "silver lining" and "miracle," showing they still
find value and joy in parts of it. A purely cynical/dismissive tone wouldn't include this appreciation.

4. Commendatory and enthusiastic: This tone would fit better when the author discusses the dog
poll itself (which they do praise), but not the internet's overall evolution — that part is clearly critical
("algorithmic nightmare"), not praising or enthusiastic.

5. C) The early period of the internet when it was viewed as a promising space for positive human
advancement and communication.

Passage: "The World Wide Web, after all, was meant for instant communication, research and, for the
creative types, a self-indulgent blog nobody asked for. Now, as the internet has transformed from optimistic
frontier to an algorithmic nightmare, the puppies are its silver lining."---The word "frontier" suggests a new,
unexplored territory full of possibility, and "optimistic" means hopeful and positive. The passage explains that
in its early days, the internet was intended for good, constructive purposes like "instant communication" and
"research." This matches "optimistic frontier" — the internet's early period when it was seen as a hopeful
space meant to help people connect and grow. The passage then contrasts this with what the internet has
"transformed" into now (an "algorithmic nightmare"), showing that "optimistic frontier" refers specifically to
that earlier, more hopeful time.

A. The "final ballot" and reduction from 64 to 4 dogs is about the dog poll process, which is a
completely separate topic from the internet's early history.

B. The "geographical expansion" into markets like SDA and Malviya Nagar refers to where the
contesting dogs are from — again, this is about the dog poll, not about the internet's "optimistic frontier"

phase.

D. The passage never says there was "hope" that Tara and Gola would "overcome their health
issues" — in fact, the passage states they are contesting "posthumously," meaning they have already passed
away.
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6.B) C-A-B-D
Explanation:
Hindi Explanation:
Sentence CS1 & @\’_d dlg ST Fife s1 & Tina® W dled BT I %, 3R Sentence C 3T&
W T Y™ PR ("As she entered her home") 3R T aﬂqwﬁ qdT sl Bt Eﬁ]@ﬁﬁﬁ @} 919 §ard gl
Sentence A Sentence C &1 follow & Hiifs QR [AeH & &1 I8 @H <t § ("As she
munched the yummy parathas and the tangy curd"), 3R T gy I9F femmr o Uh Hdldl ATl %I
Sentence B Sentence A & diq ST Fifp gg Sentence AH AU gdTd &I tl%?ﬁ ﬁ I hdl
%,G%TwTinaanﬂ?ﬁ%ﬁ?WﬁG{qef parentsﬂﬁﬁ@ﬂ?ﬁﬁ@ﬂmaﬁmmgl
Sentence D Sentence B & §I¢ 3{TT 3R s6 ¥ 3l Ugd q@,"'ﬂl gg conjunction "But" & 91y
Sentence B® observation &1 WY T Uy A 9ol § b I8 I W q@l R Hek HI ogs U ¥ &gt
H Y 95 <a1 g1 ofd ¥, S6 Ure®w I It wara U@dHR ("Have you ever wondered about that too?") Q¥
foar & complete ddl %I

English Explanation:

Sentence C follows S1 directly because S1 depicts Tina returning home, and Sentence C captures the
immediate sensory experience upon her arrival ("As she entered her home")—being greeted by the smell of
hot aloo parathas and curd.

Sentence A follows Sentence C chronologically, transitioning from smelling the food to actively eating
it ("As she munched the yummy parathas..."), which sparks a question in her mind.

Sentence B follows Sentence A by introducing the first part of her internal monologue, recalling her
observation of her parents adding a spoonful of curd to warm milk.

Sentence D follows Sentence B and links directly before S6, completing her thought via the
conjunction "But" to pose the central mystery: how that small spoonful transforms the entire bowl into curd.
Finally, S6 concludes the sequence by inviting the reader to reflect on the same question ("Have you ever
wondered about that too?").

7. A) VERACITY (noun) — the quality of being true, accurate, or honest. Hindi: TS| Synonym: Truthfulness
(noun) — the quality of telling the truth; honesty. Hindi: I&dl

¢ Deception (noun) — the act of making someone believe something false. Hindi: T

¢ Falsehood (noun) — a lie; an untrue statement. Hindi: 38

¢ Duplicity (noun) — deceitfulness; double-dealing. Hindi: RIS

8. A) 'Suffer' &1 useEﬁTIT Hife £ context H g fe@m % f& 3R g8 3 [ A At ol %,Fﬁ 3
AR ¢ AT HF B WEAT HAT G 'Laugh' 3R 'Cry' BT 3 AT R I BIam § o T fit T
d3d Fiifes I FT fabed T8 F sentence § &A1 AT §1 'Die’ JfARSHT RN IR I8 Wsa AHRR A &
fo e giar 8, S 5 ael wel et @

'Suffer' should be used because in this context it implies that if she does not weep in her sorrow, she will
experience internal pain or distress. 'Laugh' and 'Cry' are not appropriate because 'cry' is already mentioned
as an option and laughing doesn't fit the context of sorrow. 'Die' would be an exaggeration and is commonly
used to refer to death, which is not suitable here.

9. C) Break out (phrasal verb) — To start suddenly (especially something unpleasant like war or disease).
(3FET® FRE BT

10. B) “Go through fire and water” means Face any danger X E[m I JrHAT hAT

11. A) Stipulate (verb) — To require something as a specific condition of an agreement; to state clearly as a
demand or prerequisite. o1 [SRIIGI]H Jfarf & Antonym: Waive (verb) — To refrain from insisting on or
using a right or claim; to voluntarily give up a requirement or condition. E9\I5"1|, A% &I, BR AR

« Demand (verb) — To insist on having something — a synonym of stipulate, not antonym. #T &I, 3rUem
PRAT
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 Specify (verb) — To state clearly and definitively as a requirement — a synonym of stipulate. fAfdy PRI,
Y HIAl
¢ Require (verb) — To make something compulsory or necessary — similar in meaning to stipulate. 3{TdRgd

BT, SUET DHRAT

12. B) Emeritus (adjective) — Honourably discharged from service, especially a retired professional who
retains their title as an honor. 3AHRVTE TR T

Retired (adjective) — Having left one’s job and stopped working. @Gﬂ%@ﬁ

Relieved (adjective) — Freed from duty or anxiety. Jdd foar gl

Emancipated (adjective) — Liberated from legal or social restrictions. E@EITGI

13.C) 'were present‘a'T §qd 'was present' &1 TART 8N &l 'Neither...nor' & o H verb, 'nor' &
§Ig 3 arad subject% SR grar %;\_:IH 'the nurse' Singular %,Fﬁ Verb ff Singular'was‘%ﬁ:ﬁ ElT%H; Sq—

Neither the teacher nor the students were ready.

'was present' will be used instead of 'were present' because with 'Neither...nor' constructions, the verb
should agree with the subject that follows 'nor.' Since 'the nurse' is singular, the verb should also be singular,
hence 'was'; Like— Neither the teacher nor the students were ready

14. A) Embarrassed (adjective) — humiliated, ashamed, mortified, self-conscious, abashed. (Fl'%l?f)

15. B) REPLETE (adjective) — filled to the brim; completely full or abundantly supplied. Hindi: qﬁ'{Ufl
Synonym: Abundant (adjective) — existing in large quantities; more than enough. Hindi: U}

» Deprived (adjective) — lacking adequate necessities; wanting. Hindi: dfad

¢ Scarce (adjective) — insufficient; barely enough. Hindi: §Ef‘1-r

 Empty (adjective) — containing nothing; void. Hindi: &Teit

16. B) The incorrectly spelt word is acomplishment.

Correct Spelling: Accomplishment (noun) — achievement, feat, attainment, fulfillment, triumph. (W@)
Celebrated (verb/adjective) — observed with ceremony, honored, acclaimed. (EFQ'iﬁI?T [ HA™T 140
Compliance (noun) —adherence, conformity, observance, obedience. (3JUlc)

Directives (noun) — instructions, orders, commands, decrees, mandates. (ﬁ"-\’ﬂ-ﬁ%ﬂ)

17. A) Where did the union leaders hold the meeting?’ &1 TN EﬁTIT P Passive TR BT Active H
TCAd 9T Passive AT BT Subject (Hﬁ “the meeting”) Active dIR] &I Object § GITdl g 3R “by the
union leaders” Active dlR] I Subject a9 SIdl %I Passive dIdd “Where was the meeting held by the union
leaders?” H Verb “was held” (Past Simple Passive) %, ZYfere Active H 39 “did hold” (Past Simple) T gaga
SITdT %I ZYfeT el 91 “Where did the union leaders hold the meeting?” BRI

To change a sentence from Passive to Active Voice, the subject of the passive sentence becomes the object,
and the doer of the action (introduced by “by”) becomes the subject. The verb is changed from passive to
active form while keeping the tense correct. Here, “the meeting” (Subject in Passive) becomes the Object,
and “the union leaders” becomes the Subject. The verb “was held” (Past Simple Passive) changes to “did
hold” (Past Simple). Hence, the correct sentence is “Where did the union leaders hold the meeting?”

18. A) Pragmatic (adjective) — Dealing with things sensibly and realistically; based on practical considerations
rather than theory. BTN, gyrfard) Antonym: Idealistic (adjective) — Guided by ideals and principles
rather than practical considerations; visionary but impractical. GHEQHIE&, LSRRI

¢ Practical (adjective) — Concerned with actual use — a synonym of pragmatic, not antonym. TN,

¢ Realistic (adjective) — Having a sensible view of things — similar in meaning to pragmatic. ’Cl?ﬂﬁa'lﬂ,
* Sensible (adjective) — Showing good judgment — a synonym of pragmatic, not antonym. YHIIGR, faamt

19. D) take a right choice' & IS 'make the right choice' &1 TIRT 8T &ifd 'choice' T 'decision' & TTY
&l Collocation 'make' 8T &1 3 UBR & 3T IS8 g S’— We need to make a decision quickly.
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'make the right choice' will be used instead of 'take a right choice' because the correct collocation with
‘choice’ or 'decision’' is 'make'. Similar examples include— We need to make a decision quickly.
20.A) C-B-A-D
Explanation:
Hindi Explanation:

Sentence CS1 & RA 91 3 Fife s1 | Himalayas% global significance ("Roof of the
World") BT mention 8, 3R Sentence C national context &1 3R shift B gU additive marker "also" & Y

odrdr %‘ f% India ® Himalayasé"«’[ B iconic 3R cuIturaIIyimportantW (GangaGhT Yamuna) ®T source

gl

Sentence B Sentence C &1 follow BT Fifd A use fpar mar phrase "in this mountain range"
Himalayas% geographic Iandscape?ﬁ 3 deldl % 3R B tourist destinations (Shimla, Mussoorie,
Darjeeling)ﬁ visitors & 3 &1 faarur ar %I

Sentence A Sentence B % §Ig 3T il I8 tourist towns I 37T dgd Himalayas% broader
geographic stretch 2l specify bl g f% ug IW # Ladakh I 11?? H Sikkim @& 13 Indian states § el gl

Sentence D Sentence A & diq ST 3R s6 A Jb tl'elﬁ @@,TITI g geographical extent & diq
biodiversity ! dTd &l g T% ¥ mountains A UHR & habitats harbour HA § S endemic birds T
RI03 %I 3id ff, S6 H use fHAT T demonstrative phrase "these birds" MY Sentence DH mention Hi Tl'sc
ﬁlﬁ?ﬁ P refer PP traveler ®I call to action T B
English Explanation:

Sentence C follows S1 directly because S1 establishes the global stature of the Himalayas as the
"Roof of the World," and Sentence C localizes the context using the additive marker "also", identifying the
range as the perennial origin of India's sacred rivers: the Ganga and the Yamuna.

Sentence B follows Sentence C by building on that geographical prominence, using the referential
phrase "in this mountain range" to highlight scenic hill stations (Shimla, Mussoorie, Darjeeling) that attract
domestic tourists.

Sentence A follows Sentence B by panning out from individual destinations to define the range's full
administrative footprint across 13 Indian states, stretching from Ladakh in the north to Sikkim in the east.

Sentence D follows Sentence A and links directly before S6, detailing how that vast geographic
expanse supports diverse ecological habitats sheltering localized bird species. Finally, S6 provides the
concluding reader takeaway, as the demonstrative determiner "these birds" links directly back to the
avifauna described in D.

21. B) hands down

Blank (1) needs an idiom completing "would probably win ___," for a victory achieved with such
overwhelming ease that there is no real contest at all. a) hand in hand: is an idiom meaning two things closely
linked or occurring together, violating the requirement since it describes accompaniment between two
things, not the manner of winning a contest. b) hands down: is an idiom meaning winning easily and
decisively, without any real competition, matching the sentence's framing that the coconut would "probably
win" a contest for most multifaceted plant, implying an obvious, uncontested victory. c) by a whisker: is an
idiom meaning winning by the narrowest possible margin, violating the requirement since it describes a
close, nearly-tied victory, the opposite of the effortless win the sentence suggests. d) neck and neck: is an
idiom meaning two competitors running exactly level, with no clear leader, violating the requirement since it
describes an ongoing, undecided contest, not a decisive outcome.

Hindi:

Blank (1)ﬁ QﬂT idiom TTGT S "would probably win " Gl T ﬁ, 3R E?F-ﬁ IRIGH YR} Sfid & CRIY
& 1 oraelt gawraar @ & AT ST a) hand in hand: 3YHT meaning 8 & ASll &1 MUY & TERE I ST
T WIY-TY B, S violate HRaT & i Tg al doll & Y A HT R qaraT @, et gopea § S
& Wb & T8l b) hands down: ST meaning% A § 3R IH IR W Sid S, o Tl st
Tfargyt %, S sentence & 29 HId T match BT % f& coconut "probably win" W, I TP qih, fom
6 grel Siid| c) by a whisker: 9b1 meaning% §gd mﬂﬁ'ﬁ W I \_rﬁFFﬂ, S violate Yl % Fife g Uh
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FHAR, AT SRIES arell Sfid TG 8, S sentence F T, % Siid adt UG & fdepa Iae Bl d) neck

and neck: SHPT meaning% Eff Qﬁl?qﬁﬁff DI i&(@ﬂ SRR d('HI,Gﬁ violate Il % Fifes gg Udh dddl
gofT, YT gopraan Jardr 8, SIS a7 Ao el

22. A) quenches

Blank (2) needs a singular present-tense verb agreeing with "its water," in the fixed collocation for specifically
satisfying thirst, since the rest of the sentence stays in the present tense ("cures illnesses"). a) quenches: is a
singular present-tense verb meaning fully satisfying thirst, matching both the required singular present-tense
form and the fixed English collocation "quench one's thirst," the standard, dictionary-attested pairing for this
exact context. b) satisfies: is a singular present-tense verb meaning fulfilling a need generally, close in sense,
but violating the requirement since it pairs more naturally with abstract nouns like curiosity or needs, while
"quench" is the specific, established word English reserves for thirst. c) satiate: is the base/plural form,
violating the requirement since the singular subject "its water" needs "-s," and even setting grammar aside,
"satiate" is conventionally paired with hunger, not thirst. d) doused: is past tense, violating the requirement
since it breaks the present tense used throughout the sentence, and in any case means drenching something
in liquid or extinguishing fire, not satisfying thirst.

Hindi:

Blank (Z)ﬁ "its water" 9 agreew drdl singular present-tense verb EITFE!E,G?T Ty g%lﬁ & \_rlﬁ—\_rlﬂlﬁ
T | SHE,W sentence @I ST %WT ot present tense # % ("cures illnesses") | a) quenches: DT

meaning%r oy B q:ff g §§IF|T,G?[ IRy singular present-tense U 3R "quench one's thirst" ar SH-
STHIU, dictionaryff aTrf \3*|"3|T¥ﬁ ﬂ'a‘m,aﬁ T match HT %I b) satisfies: PRI meaning% fopdt SRed G
JHRT IR W TRT HHI, meaningﬁ RG] %,EIT violate T § FIfF T8 curiosity dT needs ST abstract
eal & Y HTET WIHIGS 9 ¥ JSaT §, T "quench” TR & U o0, =1 Wsq 81 ) satiate: Tg
base/plural =0 %,Gﬁ violate ®RdT § Fifp singular subject% qry "-s" T, 3R grammar@ﬁ?’,s’ W dar
g AR W) R * Ty gdr %I d) doused: g past tense %,\_rﬁ violate ddl % Hife g present tense
! Al B, AR TTBT meaning Y dxa & R a1 3T ST B, T ST LT

23.C) coir

Blank (3) needs a singular noun agreeing with "is turned," for the fibrous material specifically extracted from
coconut husk and woven into ropes and mats. a) husk: is a noun meaning the tough outer covering of certain
fruits and seeds, close in origin, but violating the requirement since the husk itself is the whole outer layer,
not the fibre extracted from it that is actually spun into rope and matting — coir is the processed product of
the husk, not the husk itself. b) pulp: is a noun meaning the soft, fleshy inner part of a fruit, violating the
requirement since pulp refers to soft edible flesh, not a fibrous material used for weaving ropes. c) coir: is a
noun meaning the coarse fibre extracted specifically from coconut husk, matching exactly the material that
is woven into "ropes and mats," the standard term for this processed coconut fibre. d) rind: is a noun
meaning the tough outer skin of certain fruits, typically thick and hard, violating the requirement since "rind"
is conventionally used for fruits like citrus or melon, not for coconut, and doesn't refer to a fibre suitable for
making rope.

Hindi:

Blank (3)ff "is turned" ¥ agreeﬂv_{ef drddl singular noun Gl St AIRTT & husk ¥ WIAR R R LY
3R Igai-gerzdl § g9 SH 9 ¥R USrd & FdMUl a) husk: STHT meaning 8 8 Bl AR it BT
T STEY SR, o H Hd g, W violate FIAT & Hifd husk & X S8 SHRUT g, ST Fapren mar
ar Y= T8 o 3 # I&f H Har Sar 8 — coir dl husk ¥ &1 processed product %, husk g Tal b)
pulp: THDT meaning% fodt wa &1 W,‘ﬁﬂ'l? T e, S violate HRdl % Fifds pulp Y, @ d0&
‘]\% Pl AT 8, T Efﬁ I B TG ¢) coir: TTBT meaning & WRIAR WR AIRTA & husk § Fepran
T Hiel W,@ "ropes and mats" H @ﬁ S ard erd ¥ 316 match BT %I d) rind: b1 meaning%
P Tl BT Ted Jest %_cim,\_rﬁ violate ddl % Fifd T8 citrus AT melon S Hdl & forg use BIdl %,
Tivga & fae ==

24. D) shell
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Blank (4) needs a singular noun agreeing with "is crafted," for the hard, woody outer covering of the coconut
seed specifically used to make cups, vessels, and instruments. a) kernel: is a noun meaning the softer, often
edible part found inside a nut or seed's shell, violating the requirement since it names the exact opposite of
what's needed — the part inside the hard covering, not the covering itself, so it cannot be "crafted into cups"
the way an outer shell can. b) skin: is a noun meaning a thin, soft outer layer, violating the requirement since
coconuts have a thick, rock-hard woody covering, not a thin, flexible skin. c) crust: is a noun meaning a hard
outer layer, typically referring to bread, pastry, or the earth's surface, violating the requirement since
"crust" is conventionally used for baked goods or geological layers, not for the hard covering of a nut or seed.
d) shell: is a noun meaning a hard, protective outer covering, especially of a nut or egg, matching exactly the
hard, woody covering of the coconut seed that is traditionally carved into cups, cooking vessels, and musical
instruments.

Hindi:

Blank (4)ﬁ "is crafted" ¥ agreeih_{ef drel singular noun TIRE, Sl AIRTA & &iel & I T, Eﬁ o
B 3RV &I FaE oy WHAIR W cups, vessels, 3R instruments ST SITd %I a) kernel: gHDI
meaning 8 nutJ1 S5 & T TR & HiaR e aren IRH, 3R T as 81, S violate HRT §
FifF T8 e Iac die T § — MR & e Al G, SRV We el TARMT Y "crafted into
cups" T8l foaT S HaT S B AR HI faal ST 81 b) skin: TIHBT meaning § T Tadl], -RE &
tR_d,Gﬁ violate ®dl % ifes RIS BT TR0 IﬁET,lTRR ST IRed ?HT %I c) crust: DT meaning% Tdh
T BN WA, 3MIAR W bread I Tt $1 Tdg & AT, S violate HRaT § Fifds Tg nut T Sl &
3R & 1%111 useT{a‘T @?ITI d) shell: 9T meaning% f&dt nutar 38 @1 I, YRETHD EITBﬁ 3'ITE|TUT,\_rﬁ
AIRTA & oS & 39 SR ¥ 31Fb match Hal % o/ cups, cooking vessels, 3R musical instruments &
WM AT B

25. A) globetrotter

Blank (5) needs a singular noun completing "a veteran ___," for something that has travelled extensively and
repeatedly across the world over a long, established history, echoing the sentence's own point about
independent growth across two distant oceans. a) globetrotter: is a noun meaning someone or something
that has travelled widely across the world, especially with an established, seasoned history of doing so,
matching both "veteran" and the sentence's evidence of the coconut appearing independently along both
the Pacific and the Indian Ocean. b) migrant: is a noun meaning one who moves from one place to settle in
another, violating the requirement since it implies a single, purposeful relocation to a new settled home,
not wide-ranging, repeated travel across the globe. ¢) nomad: is a noun meaning a member of a people with
no fixed home, violating the requirement since it describes never settling anywhere, whereas coconuts take
root and grow established populations in specific regions. d) wanderer: is a noun meaning one who moves
about without a fixed course or purpose, violating the requirement since it implies aimless movement,
whereas the sentence's context of established populations in specific regions suggests purposeful, successful
spread.

Hindi:

BIank(S)ﬁ "a veteran _”ﬁ o CRCIGI]] singular noun T’alT%Q,Gﬁ F’Ia,@ﬂﬁlﬁ gfaer & 1Y

@'ﬁTIT IR A IR-IR T IR ﬂﬁ fadt Sw & ddll| a) globetrotter: ST meaning% ar
fed a1 e SRA gfFar R o Saue gE $t 8l WRaR R Th {14, syt sfag &
Wﬂ,ﬁﬁ "veteran" 3R ATRAA & Pacific 3R Indian Ocean GHI fHIRI W Wdd ¥U I g S
T match BT %I b) migrant: DI meaning% ar s Uh ST I gﬂﬂ dg olllg IR T &
fT MY, S violate HRAT § Hilfdh ITH TH IR &I, HHHG T VMY 3, IR-8R AP

gHET ﬁl c) nomad: DT meaning%r @ A &1 g ST Gt‘;lﬁr dg YR |1 Epf,\_rh violate
AT g Fifch AT A T W FATH! § ofs SHIHR R 3aTe! §91aT g1 d)
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wanderer: ST meaning% fomT g T & ‘EE:I:IT,Gﬁ violate hdl % Ffb sentence BT ﬂ?{lf
Hbh g HII, dhd tI‘JQ'Ilq ERIGIH %,quN'lQ HIh Al H%TI
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