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Overweight and weak: On the UN, the 81st session of the UN General
Assembly

The United Nations is unwieldy, and needs to move away from superpower hegemony

The 81st session of the United Nations General Assembly (UNGA) could have been written off as just
another year, with another set of speeches delivered on the global multilateral stage. However, this
year, the UN’s annual Summit has a unique sense of urgency. This is UN Secretary-General (UNSG)
Antdnio Guterres’s final session, after a tenure marked by a record number of global crises, conflicts,
pandemics, climate disasters and the advent of a dangerous age of Artificial Intelligence. Not since

the Second World War have there been so many conflicts; one study recorded more than 65 conflicts
across 35 countries in 2025, the highest since 1946. Growing polarisation on every major issue, wars
by global superpowers in violation of the UN charter, nuclear threats and the imposition of unilateral
and illegitimate sanctions have weakened the UN, which at 81 seems overweight, weak and
unrepresentative of the world. This makes it an important year for the world to unite in favour of a
strengthened and reformed UN while choosing the next UNSG to guide that process over the next
decade. This is an important year for South Asia too, with the election of Bangladesh’s Foreign
Minister Khalilur Rahman as the President of the UNGA’s 81st session; he will oversee the UNSG’s
selection. It was disappointing that the world’s most powerful leaders and those at the heart of the

conflicts in Ukraine, Gaza and the Persian Gulf failed to suggest solutions for the future. U.S. President
Donald Trump spoke about the possible “annihilation” of Iran, and defended U.S. actions in
Venezuela. Much to India’s chagrin, he again claimed to have negotiated peace in conflicts including
the 2025 India-Pakistan four-day war. Iranian President Masoud Pezeshkian referred to the U.S. and
Israel as “murderers, terrorists and assassins”. The Russian President skipped the session, while the
U.S. denied visas to the Palestinian delegation. An initiative led by the European Union and a few
other countries, co-sponsored by India, to build a Partnership for Multilateralism (P4M) beyond

superpower hegemony is well-meaning, but was drowned out by the rancour at this year’s UNGA.

For India, this year was significant as the Narendra Modi government launched a campaign for a
second two-year non-permanent term in the UN Security Council in 2028-29. It was therefore
surprising that Mr. Modi decided to skip the UNGA speech this year, and the multilateral summits on
the side-lines, fresh from his hosting of the Delhi BRICS Summit. India’s voice, of a balancing power
that speaks for a rules-based international order based on the UN Charter, diplomacy and dialogue, is

needed more than ever amidst the global warmongering. |[Practice Exercise]|

e Red/blue coloring of words in the sentence indicates subject verb relationship; where ‘red’

denotes ‘subject’ and ‘blue’ denotes ‘verb’.
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Vocabulary

10.

11.

12.

13.

Unwieldy (adjective) - cumbersome,
unmanageable, bulky, clumsy, ponderous

PRI E

o]

Hegemony (noun) - dominance, supremacy,
authority, dominion, leadership gy

Werite off (phrasal verb) - to consider
someone or something as insignificant,

useless, or a failure Hscdé\lo-l HToToAl

Multilateral (adjective) - collaborative,
collective, international, tripartite, multi-

sided agcra:hv:

Urgency (noun) - necessity, gravity, exigency,
importance, seriousness 3 cATdIhdl
Mark (verb) - characterize, signify, indicate,
denote, distinguish RITETd LT

Pandemic (noun) - epidemic, contagion,
outbreak, plague, infection Wﬁ

Advent (noun) - arrival, emergence,

appearance, beginning, onset JTdHdT

Artificial intelligence (noun) - computer
technology that allows something to be done
in a way that is similar to the way a human

would do it agﬁm Elaiaﬂcal
Polarisation (noun) - division, separation,
divergence, segregation, partition %fﬂEhTUT

Violation (noun) - breach, infringement,
transgression, contravention, defiance

e g
Imposition (noun) - enforcement, infliction,
levying, application, introduction AT

Unilateral (adjective) - one-sided,
independent, autonomous, unreciprocated,

absolute TehdIWhT

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.
19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24,

25.

26.

27.

28.

lllegitimate (adjective) - illegal, unlawful,
illicit, unauthorized, invalid Y

Sanction (noun) - penalty, embargo,
restriction, boycott, punishment EIGEL}
Unite (verb) - combine, merge, collaborate,
cooperate, coalesce TJWE’I?IT

Strengthen (verb) - fortify, bolster, reinforce,

empower, consolidate ST hIaT

Decade (noun) - period of ten years GRI<h
Oversee (verb) - supervise, direct, manage,
administer, superintend TeIRTAT HIAT

Disappointing (adjective) - unsatisfactory,
disheartening, discouraging, dismaying,

frustrating foRTRITeTAS

At the heart of (phrase) - being the most
important part or central cause of a situation

Hhg H

Annihilation (noun) - destruction,
obliteration, eradication, extermination,
elimination Ta=ITer

Defend (verb) - protect, justify, safeguard,
support, guard ddId sl

Chagrin (noun) - annoyance, irritation,
displeasure, vexation, frustration ﬁ'c‘;

Claim (verb) - assert, declare, profess, state,
maintain GIdT h{eIT

Negotiate (verb) - bargain, broker, mediate,
arrange, arbitrate STId =T

Assassin (noun) - murderer, killer, slayer,
executioner, liquidator gcaRT

Deny (verb) - refuse, reject, decline, prohibit,

withhold HAT Sh{AT
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29.

30.

31.

32.

33.

Delegation (noun) - deputation, contingent,
commission, mission, representation

CIGIGIEGES]
Well-meaning (adjective) - well-intentioned,

sincere, earnest, genuine, sympathetic EEY

AT aTell

Drown out (phrasal verb) - to make so much
noise that another sound or voice cannot be

heard QTR & T =T
Rancour (noun) - bitterness, spite, hostility,
malice, resentment ﬁ?@‘q

On the side-lines (phrase) - watching a
situation without directly participating in it

ALY AT d 37e97

34. Host (verb) - organize, arrange, present,
facilitate, entertain AT AT

35. Diplomacy (noun) - statesmanship,
statecraft, negotiation, tact, tactfulness

Healla

a

36. Dialogue (noun) - conversation, discussion,
discourse, talk, communication STadid

37. Amidst (preposition) - among, during, mid,
midst, between @ ST

38. Warmongering (noun) - militarism,
aggression, jingoism, bellicosity, hawkishness

TG FSH
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

Summary of the Editorial
The 81st session of the UN General Assembly (UNGA) comes at a crucial time when the United
Nations faces serious challenges to its relevance and effectiveness.
The session is particularly significant because it is Anténio Guterres’s final session as UN Secretary-
General after a tenure marked by numerous global crises.
The world has experienced an extraordinary number of conflicts, pandemics, climate disasters and
geopolitical tensions, along with the emergence of potentially disruptive Artificial Intelligence.
More than 65 conflicts across 35 countries were recorded in 2025, making it the highest number
of conflicts since 1946, according to a study cited by the editorial.
Increasing global polarisation, wars involving major powers, nuclear threats and unilateral
sanctions have weakened the authority and effectiveness of the UN.
The editorial describes the UN as “overweight, weak and unrepresentative”, arguing that its
institutions need substantial reform to reflect today's geopolitical realities.
The selection of the next UN Secretary-General is therefore important because the new leader will
have to guide efforts to strengthen and reform the organisation over the coming decade.
The 81st UNGA session is also significant for South Asia, as Bangladesh's Foreign Minister Khalilur
Rahman became President of the General Assembly and will oversee the selection process for the
next UNSG.
The world's most powerful leaders failed to provide convincing solutions to major conflicts,
including those in Ukraine, Gaza and the Persian Gulf, highlighting the UN's current limitations.
The session was marked by sharp rhetoric and geopolitical disagreements, including statements by
U.S. President Donald Trump and Iranian President Masoud Pezeshkian.
An initiative led by the European Union and other countries, with India as a co-sponsor, seeks to
promote a Partnership for Multilateralism (P4M) that moves beyond dependence on superpower
dominance, but its message was overshadowed by tensions at the UNGA.
For India, the session was particularly important because it launched its campaign for a second
two-year non-permanent term on the UN Security Council for 2028-29.
The editorial finds it notable that Prime Minister Narendra Modi did not attend the UNGA session,
despite India's campaign for a Security Council seat and its emphasis on multilateral diplomacy.
The editorial argues that India has an important role to play as a balancing power, supporting a
rules-based international order based on the UN Charter, diplomacy and dialogue.
Overall, the editorial calls for a stronger, more representative and reformed UN capable of
responding to conflicts and global challenges, while arguing that countries such as India should
actively support multilateralism rather than allowing global affairs to be dominated by
superpower rivalry.
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Practice Exercise: SSC Pattern Based

1. What doesthe word "rancour” imply in the context of the 81st UNGA session? |[Editorial Pg.
A. The bitter resentment and hostility that overshadowed the well-meaning diplomatic

initiatives.

B. The collaborative spirit among the global leaders to find solutions for the future of the
world.

C. The official consensus reached by the superpowers regarding the imposition of the
sanctions.

D. The diplomatic success of the Partnership for Multilateralism in resolving the nuclear
threats.

2. What does the phrase "Partnership for Multilateralism (P4M)" in the passage most likely
refer to?

A. A financial framework aimed at imposing unilateral sanctions on countries that violate the
current UN charter.
B. A formal military alliance between the European Union and India to resolve the ongoing
conflict in Ukraine.
C. Aninitiative designed to reduce the influence of superpowers by fostering cooperation
among diverse nations.
D. A diplomatic mission led by the next Secretary-General to address the dangers of the
Artificial Intelligence.
3. Which conflict is NOT mentioned as a region where powerful leaders failed to suggest
solutions?
A. The ongoing territorial war in Ukraine
B. The humanitarian crisis in the Gaza strip
C. The military tensions in the Persian Gulf
D. The four-day India-Pakistan war of 2025
4. Which of the following statements best captures the central theme of the passage?
A. The imperative for structural transformation within the United Nations to counter the
dominance of global superpowers.
B. The escalating number of global conflicts and the role of the Secretary-General in
maintaining the global peace.
C. The strategic importance of the 81st UNGA session for South Asian countries in achieving a
rules-based order.
D. The impact of Artificial Intelligence and climate disasters on the effectiveness of the
current UN charter.
5. What is the significance of Khalilur Rahman’s role in the 81st session of the UNGA?
A. He has been tasked with building a Partnership for Multilateralism to challenge the global
hegemony.
B. He is responsible for overseeing the selection process of the next United Nations Secretary-
General.
C. He is the primary leader responsible for drafting the new UN charter to address nuclear
threats.
D. He has been chosen to lead the campaign for India’s non-permanent term in the Security
Council.
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6.

10.

Direction: Rearrange the following four sentences (1, 2, 3, 4) in the proper sequence to form

a meaningful, logical, and coherent paragraph.

1. Italy has it all, from great city breaks in Rome & Milan to seaside holidays on the Italian
Riviera, the spectacular Amalfi Coast & Sorrento.

2. ltaly isthe birthplace to renowned Renaissance artists like Leonardo da Vinci, Michelangelo
and Raphael.

3. Visit Italy and enjoy a holiday filled with fantastic fresh food & wine, historical sites and
breathtaking views.

4. For those who prefer a more cultural holiday then head to Florence - The Cradle of the

Renaissance where you can roam around world famous galleries and museums

3-1-4-2

1-3-4-2

3-4-1-2

3-1-2-4

Direction: Rearrange the following four sentences (P, Q, R, S) in the proper sequence to form

a meaningful, logical, and coherent paragraph.

P. Boasting magnificent fjord-like landscapes, dotted with vibrant lemon groves and charming

resort towns, it's no surprise that Lake Garda remains one of Italy's most popular tourist

hotspots every year.

Q. Nestled between mountain landscapes and lake-side vistas, Garda's charming resort towns

provide the perfect backdrop for an Italian escape.

R. Make the most of your time with a suite of fascinating optional excursions, from city tours

of Venice and Verona to a scenic drive through the nearby Dolomites, and discover the

delights of one of Italy's most impressive regions.

S. Enjoy a taste of la dolce vita with a stay on Garda's glorious shores with ample time to

explore both under guidance and at your own pace.

A. Q-P-R-S

B. P-Q-S-R

C. Q-P-SR

D. Q-S-P-R

Select the option that best describes the meaning of the phrase “Leave no room for.

A. a sure way to cause a specific outcome

B. to deny permission or refuse to agree

C. to make something impossible or provide no opportunity

D. to originate from or be based on something

Select the most appropriate ANTONYM of the given word.

OO wzp

”

DAUNT

A. Frighten

B. Encourage

C. Intimidate

D. Terrify

Select the most appropriate ANTONYM of the given word.
INSIDIOUS

A. Treacherous
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11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

B. Straightforward

C. Cunning

D. Deceitful

Choose the correct one-word substitute for: ‘A person who pretends to be morally superior

than others.’

A. Sanctimonious

B. Ingenious

C. Magnanimous

D. Spontaneous

In the given sentence the underlined word may have been incorrectly spelt. Identify the

option that rectifies the spelling. If there is no error in spelling, select ‘No error’.

Getting a compliment from her husband was a rare occurrance in Rashmila’s life.

A. Noerror

B. occurrence

C. ocurrancce

D. ocurrance

Pick the correctly spelled word referring to the process of evaluating or analyzing something.

A. Assesment

B. Asessment

C. Assessment

D. Assesement

Select the option that expresses the given sentence in passive voice.

The child broke many toys in the shop. He even threw the paintings.

A. Many toys in the shop were broken by the child. Even the paintings have been thrown by
him.

B. Many toys in the shop were broken by the child. Even the paintings were thrown by him.

C. Many toys in the shop have been broken by the child. Even the paintings were thrown by
him.

D. Many toys in the shop were broken by the child. He has even thrown the paintings

Choose the option that is the most appropriate conversion of the following sentence into

Direct Speech.

She asked me how many of the students had registered till then.

A. She said to me, "how many of the students had register till then?"

B. She said to me, "how many of the students have register till then?"

C. She asked me, "How many of the students has registered till now?"

D. She asked me, "How many of the students have registered till now?"

Select the most appropriate option to fill in the blank and complete the collocation.

| had a nice on my birthday with all my friends and relatives.
A. opportunity

B. day

C. time

D. experience
The following sentence has been split into four segments. Identify the segment that contains
a grammatical error.
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18.

19.

20.

21.

They all, except Shirin, were very sad / during the farewell party given / to the teacher retiring,
and her / indifference were well noticed

A. They all, except Shirin, were very sad

B. to the teacher retiring, and her

C. during the farewell party given

D. indifference were well noticed

Select the most appropriate option that can substitute the underlined segment in the given
sentence.

Mother ordered John to switch on the light as it was time to sleep.

A. to switch off the light

B. to switch of the light

C. toswitch out the light

D. to switch in the light

Select the most appropriate SYNONYM of the given word.

REITERATE

A. Forget

B. Repeat

C. Ignore

D. Deny

Select the most appropriate SYNONYM of the given word.
DEFERENCE

A. Disrespect

B. Arrogance

C. Contempt

D. Respect

Directions: Five words in the passage below have been replaced with blanks. Choose the
option that best completes each one.

The steamer moves quietly out of the historic Riitli Meadow (1) ___ Lake Lucerne into waters
of an unbelievable turquoise, a colour that can only be imagined. As the wind (2)___ the Rigi in
long clean sweeps and the villages on either shore (3)__into their Alpine stillness, the noise
of the ordinary world falls away. And | begin to palpably feel the presence of silence and the
spirit of the great writers who had come to these waters before me. It's been many days since
| came to its shores. It was not for anything else but a pilgrimage, an act of (4)___ to the
writers and musicians who shaped the way | see and hear and think. | came to T.S. Eliot young,
as so many of my generation did, and spent years inside The Waste Land, that great broken
monument to a civilisation in crisis, assembled from fragments of everything Eliot had loved
and mourned: "These fragments | have shored against my ruins." What | did not fully
understand (5)___ | stood on the deck of the steamer, with the Alps closing in on all sides, was
how much of The Waste Land is Wagnerian, and how deeply Eliot had absorbed the music that
was born on these very shores.

Select the most appropriate option to fill in blank (1):

A. on
B. at
C. in
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D. above

22. Select the most appropriate option to fill in blank (2):
A. came across
B. comes off
C. comes about
D. come on

23. Select the most appropriate option to fill in blank (3):
A. retractable
B. retreat
C. recede
D. recaoil

24. Select the most appropriate option to fill in blank (4):
A. tribute
B. commend
C. penance
D. homage

25. Select the most appropriate option to fill in blank (5):
A. until
B. unless
C. while
D. while
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Answers
1. A 2.C 3D 4A 5B 6.A 7.C 8C 98B 10.B 11.A 128B
13.C 14B 15D 16.C 17D 18.A 19B 20.D 21.A 22B 23.C 24D
25. A |[Practice Exercise]|
Explanations
1. A) The bitter resentment and hostility that overshadowed the well-meaning diplomatic
initiatives.

passage: "An initiative led by the European Union and a few other countries, co-sponsored by
India, to build a Partnership for Multilateralism (P4M) beyond superpower hegemony is well-
meaning, but was drowned out by the rancour at this year's UNGA."-- "Rancour" means deep,
bitter resentment or hostility. The passage shows this session filled with hostile exchanges —
Trump talking about "annihilation," Iran's president calling the U.S. and Israel "murderers,
terrorists and assassins," Russia skipping entirely, and the U.S. denying visas to Palestinians.
This bitterness and hostility "drowned out" the positive P4M initiative — showing that the
negative, hostile atmosphere overshadowed constructive diplomatic efforts, exactly matching
Option A.

Option B — Incorrect. The passage describes the opposite of collaboration — leaders making
hostile statements, skipping sessions, and denying visas. There is no "collaborative spirit"
shown among global leaders; the passage explicitly criticizes them for "fail[ing] to suggest
solutions for the future."

Option C — Incorrect. The passage mentions "unilateral and illegitimate sanctions" as
something imposed by superpowers, but does not describe this as an "official consensus"
reached collectively — rather, unilateral sanctions imply one-sided action, not agreement
among multiple parties, and this is unrelated to the meaning of "rancour."

Option D — Incorrect. The passage states the P4AM initiative was "drowned out" by rancour,
meaning it did NOT succeed in overcoming the hostility — this is the opposite of claiming it
achieved "diplomatic success" in resolving nuclear threats.

2. C) Aninitiative designed to reduce the influence of superpowers by fostering cooperation

among diverse nations.

passage: "An initiative led by the European Union and a few other countries, co-sponsored by
India, to build a Partnership for Multilateralism (P4M) beyond superpower hegemony is well-
meaning, but was drowned out by the rancour at this year's UNGA."---The passage explicitly
describes P4AM as an initiative "beyond superpower hegemony," led by the EU and other
countries (including India as co-sponsor). This means its purpose is to build cooperation among
various nations while reducing the dominant influence/control of superpowers — exactly
matching Option C, which describes reducing superpower influence through fostering
cooperation among diverse nations.

Option A — Incorrect. The passage does not describe P4AM as a "financial framework" or
connect it to "imposing sanctions." In fact, "unilateral and illegitimate sanctions" are
mentioned separately as something that has "weakened the UN" — this is presented as a
problem, not as part of the PAM initiative itself.

Option B — Incorrect. The passage does not describe P4AM as a "military alliance," nor does it
connect this initiative specifically to "resolving the conflict in Ukraine." P4M is described
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broadly as being about multilateralism beyond superpower hegemony, not as a military pact
focused on one specific conflict.

Option D — Incorrect. The passage does not connect P4M to the "next Secretary-General" or
to addressing "Artificial Intelligence" dangers. P4M is described as being led by the EU and
other countries (co-sponsored by India) — there is no mention of the incoming UNSG leading
this specific initiative or it being focused on Al.

3. D) The four-day India-Pakistan war of 2025

passage: "It was disappointing that the world's most powerful leaders and those at the heart
of the conflicts in Ukraine, Gaza and the Persian Gulf failed to suggest solutions for the
future."---The passage specifically names Ukraine, Gaza, and the Persian Gulf as the regions
where powerful leaders failed to offer solutions. The India-Pakistan four-day war of 2025 is
mentioned separately in the passage — only in connection with Trump claiming to have
negotiated peace in it — not as one of the conflicts where leaders "failed to suggest solutions."
This makes Option D the conflict NOT included in that specific list.

Option A — Ukraine is explicitly named in the list of conflicts "where the world's most
powerful leaders... failed to suggest solutions for the future."

Option B — Gaza is explicitly named in the same list as one of the conflicts where leaders failed
to suggest solutions.

Option C —The Persian Gulf is explicitly named in the same list as one of the conflicts where
leaders failed to suggest solutions.

4. A) The imperative for structural transformation within the United Nations to counter the

dominance of global superpowers.

passage: "Growing polarisation on every major issue, wars by global superpowers in violation
of the UN charter, nuclear threats and the imposition of unilateral and illegitimate sanctions
have weakened the UN, which at 81 seems overweight, weak and unrepresentative of the
world. This makes it an important year for the world to unite in favour of a strengthened and
reformed UN..."---The passage's title itself states "The United Nations is unwieldy, and needs
to move away from superpower hegemony," and the entire passage builds toward this
argument — showing how superpower actions (wars, sanctions, hostile rhetoric) have
weakened the UN, and calling for reform and a move away from superpower dominance (also
reflected in the P4M initiative "beyond superpower hegemony"). This matches Option A
precisely, capturing the passage's core argument about needing UN reform to counter
superpower control.

Option B — Incorrect. While the passage does mention the rising number of conflicts and
Guterres's tenure, it does not focus on his "role in maintaining global peace" as the central
theme. In fact, the passage criticizes global leaders broadly for failing to find solutions — this is
not centered on the Secretary-General's peacekeeping role specifically.

Option C — Incorrect. While the passage does mention South Asia's significance (Bangladesh's
Khalilur Rahman, India's Security Council campaign), this is presented as one supporting detail
among several, not as the passage's central theme. The broader argument is about UN reform
and superpower hegemony, not specifically about South Asia's importance.

Option D — Incorrect. The passage mentions Al and climate disasters only briefly, as part of
listing crises during Guterres's tenure ("pandemics, climate disasters and the advent of a
dangerous age of Artificial Intelligence") — these are not developed into a focused discussion
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about their specific "impact... on the effectiveness of the UN charter," making this too narrow
a theme compared to the passage's broader argument.
5. B) He is responsible for overseeing the selection process of the next United Nations Secretary-
General.
passage: "This is an important year for South Asia too, with the election of Bangladesh's
Foreign Minister Khalilur Rahman as the President of the UNGA's 81st session; he will oversee
the UNSG's selection."-- The passage states that as President of the UNGA's 81st session,
Khalilur Rahman "will oversee the UNSG's selection" — meaning his significant role this year is
specifically to guide the process of choosing the next UN Secretary-General, matching Option B
exactly.
Option A — Incorrect. The Partnership for Multilateralism (P4M) is described as being "led by
the European Union and a few other countries, co-sponsored by India" — there is no mention
of Khalilur Rahman being tasked with this initiative. This option incorrectly attributes the P4AM
leadership to him.
Option C — Incorrect. The passage never mentions Khalilur Rahman "drafting" any new UN
charter. There is no discussion of a new charter being written to address nuclear threats.
Option D — Incorrect. The passage discusses India's own campaign for a UN Security Council
seat as something led by "the Narendra Modi government" — there is no connection made
between Khalilur Rahman and India's specific campaign for its non-permanent Security Council
term.
6. A) 3-1-4-2
Explanation:
Hindi Explanation:
e Sentence 3 paragraph P %\H’Iﬁ HIT aa‘iﬁa g mtroductory sentence %I g
o1 fpdht gd ded & urss! & gedl Bt TET B SR HISH, e,
WWamwwﬁuﬁ@m&méﬁmﬁwﬁméﬂT
I
e Sentence 1 Sentence 3 ! follow BT Hifdh g Sentence 3 & IUP IR
H1 fIR FaT g 3R 9T € & ool # 99 $8 Iuasd g—IH 3R
e & R 9o ¥ Ao 3efomq Rfdwyr iR st de &t gledll
e Sentence 4 Sentence 1 & §IG ST it ge JqMHYg Q_@Tﬁ (IR 3R Jqg
de) ¥ 3 Sedhr UH fARIF fdhed TRd HRel 8—3 Al & A€ S
TRPIAH SHTHR THE HA 8, 36 FARY o &1 g9 fear T gl
e Sentence 2 Sentence 4 & G ST 3R paragraph @I conclusion CERl g
Sentence 4 H IfARAT "Cradle of the Renaissance" (':I;'IUII‘RUI hI IgH V) Al
e Srear @ 3R WY HdT g b et e o {9, Agaatar 3R
A%Gd o URIG ISR HABRI B YW g
English Explanation:
e Sentence 3 functions as the standalone introductory sentence, extending a direct

invitation to travel to Italy and highlighting its core appeals: culinary heritage, historical
landmarks, and scenic landscapes.
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Sentence 1 follows Sentence 3 directly by elaborating on the broad scope of
destinations available, contrasting urban exploration in Rome and Milan with coastal
retreats along the Italian Riviera and Amalfi Coast.

Sentence 4 follows Sentence 1 by tailoring options to a specific traveler demographic —
guiding those seeking a cultural getaway toward Florence, designated as "The Cradle of
the Renaissance."

Sentence 2 follows Sentence 4 as the natural conclusion, reinforcing the Renaissance
motif by celebrating Italy as the birthplace of masters such as Leonardo da Vinci,
Michelangelo, and Raphael.

7. C) Q-P-S-R
Hindi Explanation:

Sentence Q paragraph Pl R[> 3AHTd ST Hifb gg introductory sentence ?I g
fom ﬁv_{:ﬂ previous context % Lake Garda % resort towns, mountain landscapes GﬁT
lakeside vistas P introduce BT % 3'ﬁ? 3@ U ideal Italian escape Sdldl %I
Sentence P Sentence Qﬁ folIowW Tﬂﬁ% g Sentence fo mentionm R
features (fjord-like landscapes, lemon groves)ﬁ detail H explain hXdl % 3R SdrdT
% % Lake Garda BX Yld Italy &I top tourist hotspot CoIRCEIl Xedl %I

Sentence S Sentence P & dIG ST i g general geographical description 3
3 deh traveler @1 direct address ®dl % f% 3 Garda @ shores WX staym

"la dolce vita" enjoy B 3R self-paced exploration ony

Sentence R Sentence S G ST 3R paragraph @I conclusion CERl g stay
& E?ITIT-[ available optional excursions @@ Venice \’rﬁT Verona & city tours \’rﬁ?
Dolomites @1 scenic drive BT mention B travel plan Ca complete dXdl %I
English Explanation:

Sentence Q functions as the standalone introductory sentence, framing the picturesque
geographic setting—resort towns nestled between mountains and lakeside vistas—as
the ideal foundation for an Italian holiday.

Sentence P follows Sentence Q directly by expanding upon those physical
characteristics (fjord-like terrain, lemon groves) to explain why Lake Garda consistently
ranks as one of Italy's premier tourist destinations.

Sentence S follows Sentence P by transitioning from macro-level regional description to
direct traveler experience, encouraging a stay along the shores to sample "la dolce
vita" through guided and self-paced exploration.

Sentence R follows Sentence S as the natural conclusion, presenting specific daytime
activities and optional regional itineraries—ranging from cultural excursions in Venice
and Verona to scenic alpine drives across the Dolomites.

8. C) Leave no room for (phrase) — to make something impossible or provide no opportunity for
something to happen. (@15 TSI - BIeI)

9. B) Solution: Daunt (verb) — To make someone feel intimidated or apprehensive; to discourage
or frighten. PIq H Pl HY ﬁ"@lﬂ'{, fewa ?‘h@Tﬂ Antonym: Encourage (verb) — To give

support, confidence, or hope to someone; to inspire with courage and determination.

&1, a3, Iafed BT
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e Frighten (verb) — To make someone afraid — a synonym of daunt, not antonym. SXI-I,
YU BT
e Intimidate (verb) — To frighten or overawe into submission — a synonym of daunt.
YD, SRA-YFDIDHR I T HAT
e Terrify (verb) — To cause extreme fear — a synonym, not antonym of daunt. 3Tdfdd
BT, HAHId BT
10. B) Insidious (adjective) — Proceeding in a gradual, subtle way but with harmful effects;
treacherous and deceptive. Och?l, ?.I\I@lcﬂ\rl, Fd-HUC T I
Antonym: Straightforward (adjective) — Honest and direct; easy to understand; without any

attempt to deceive. Fﬂ?ﬂ, érll:laR, oy
e Treacherous (adjective) — Guilty of betrayal; not to be relied on — a synonym of

insidious. ]%W‘Elﬁ, I RCEIS]

e Cunning (adjective) — Having skill in achieving goals by deceit — a synonym of insidious.
EISICR ]
e Deceitful (adjective) — Guilty of or involving deceit — a synonym of insidious, not
antonym. %h@am, FHyUct
11. A) Sanctimonious — A person who acts morally superior or excessively righteous et e /
A &1 f@mar A aren
e Ingenious — Clever and inventive @:@Tﬂq
e Magnanimous — Generous and forgiving &R
e Spontaneous — Natural and unplanned ¥dd:
12. B) The correct spelling of ‘occurrance’ is ‘occurrence’ ¥cl, TRRyfa.
13. C) Assessment (noun) — the evaluation or estimation of the nature, quality, or ability of

someone or something. (Hedih)
14. B) Many toysin the shop were broken by the child. Even the paintings were thrown by him.

Active 3 Passive Voice o W & f%‘IQ, ?ﬁ:ﬁ at & Object Passive It & Subject d-
Srd % 3R Verb ®T IHT Tense H Passive ™0 H dgall ST B Ugd ald H "The

child" Subject %, "broke" Verb (Simple Past) % GﬁT "many toys in the shop" Object %,' @%
q H "He" Subject %, "threw" Verb (Simple Past) % 3R "the paintings" Object%l Passive
7 gead WX ol il &1 Tense THM (Simple Past) d-T Xgdl %,gﬂﬁ‘lﬁ "many toys in
the shop" Subject 9P "were broken by the child" d-dl %, 3R "the paintings" Subject

b "were thrown by him" d-dl %I

e To change these sentences from Active to Passive Voice, the objects of both active
sentences become the subjects of the passive sentences, and the verbs are
transformed into their passive form while keeping the same tense throughout. In the
first sentence, "The child" (Subject), "broke" (Verb in Simple Past), and "many toys in
the shop" (Object) have been transformed into "Many toys in the shop" (Subject) and
"were broken by the child" (Passive Verb in Simple Past). In the second sentence, "He"
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(Subject), "threw" (Verb in Simple Past), and "the paintings" (Object) have been
transformed into "the paintings" (Subject) and "were thrown by him" (Passive Verb in
Simple Past) — giving option 2: Many toys in the shop were broken by the child. Even
the paintings were thrown by him.
15. D) She asked me, “How many of the students have registered till now?”

Indirect Speech 3 Direct Speech e EIET'I?[ HHY tense GﬁT time expression B original form

fl diuyyg il oldl %I qsl “had registered” Past Perfect tense fl % Sﬂﬁ‘lﬁ Direct Speech

| g “have registered” (Present Perfect) T I 33[ “till then” DT qﬁﬁ?‘l%f “till now” §

EﬁTITI B sentence interrogative % s’eri%nz reporting verb “asked” ?@‘III Eﬂﬁﬂ T-I_Eﬁ

sentence _bﬁTIT “She asked me, ‘How many of the students have registered till now?"”
To change Indirect Speech into Direct Speech, the tense and time expression are
restored to their original form. Here, “had registered” in Past Perfect changes back to
“have registered” in the Present Perfect tense. Also, “till then” changes into “till now.”
Since the sentence is interrogative, the reporting verb “asked” remains appropriate.
Therefore, the correct sentence is — “She asked me, ‘How many of the students have
registered till now?"”

16. C)'Time' &1 IYANT B Fifs "time" &1 31 BIaT 8 fhdlt W M W fadw MW w9y
Dl HJHJ| Sentence § HgT T 8 fb A oA Sfed R It aral 3R R=AERT &
1Y 3BT IHT fqdmn, SARIT 'time' 8T @1 81 SIafd 'opportunity' BT 31 8 AR,
'day &1 3 % ﬁq 337 experience' ][ 3ref % S3{JYHd, ISl <4 context & ﬂ%of '_‘lﬁef %I

'Time' will be used because it refers to the experience of a particular moment or
occasion. The sentence mentions that | had a good time with friends and relatives on
my birthday, making 'time' fitting here. Whereas, 'opportunity' means a chance, 'day"'
means a specific day, and 'experience' means the overall experience, which don't fit in
this context.

17.D) 'were' & S 'was' BT TANT él‘ll il Subject 'indifference' Singular Noun % 3Hd:
Verb ‘J-ﬁ Singular él:il ElT%'Q; @@— His dedication was well noticed.

e 'was' will be used instead of 'were' because the subject 'indifference’ is a Singular
Noun, so the Verb should also be Singular; Like— His dedication was well noticed.

18. A) 'to switch on the Iight'% §Gd 'to switch off the light' I TaNT EﬁTIT Hifs A &I
IA9 8 WR UME: @5C §¢ &I oKl 8,9 & a1 & At §; S h— A 7 |1 P Aarse
d¢ B DI Hgl Fifb T ST 0T &l b1 T

e ‘to switch off the light' will be used instead of 'to switch on the light' because generally,
the light is turned off when it is time to sleep, not turned on; Like— Mother ordered
John to switch off the light as it was time to sleep.

19. B) Repeat (verb) — say or do again; state again. Hindi: EﬁBTFIT i O gl The word
REITERATE (verb) means to say something again or a number of times, typically for emphasis.
Hindi: IR X geRIll

e Forget (verb) — fail to remember; be unable to recall. Hindi: ¢ STl It is the
antonym of REITERATE.
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e Ignore (verb) — refuse to take notice of or acknowledge. Hindi: 3@ BAT Itis
opposite in meaning to REITERATE.

e Deny (verb) — state that one refuses to admit the truth of something. Hindi: 7P
DTl It does not match the meaning of REITERATE.

20. D) Respect (noun) — a feeling of deep admiration for someone or something elicited by their
abilities, qualities, or achievements. Hindi: I, 3IqX| The word DEFERENCE (noun) means
polite submission and respect shown towards another person. Hindi: T, HIaX |

e Disrespect (noun) — lack of respect or courtesy. Hindi: SUHT, S3MCHT| It is the
antonym of DEFERENCE.

e Arrogance (noun) — the quality of being unpleasantly proud and behaving as if one is
better than others. Hindi: 3IGPR, YHS| It is opposite in meaning to DEFERENCE.

e Contempt (noun) — the feeling that a person or a thing is worthless or beneath
consideration. Hindi: I?N%Gbl(, HJHTFATI It does not match the meaning of
DEFERENCE.

21.A) on
Blank (1) needs the preposition that pairs with a named lake to indicate a location sitting
beside or upon its shore. a) on: is the standard English preposition for a place situated at the
edge of a body of water, as in "a meadow on Lake Lucerne," matching the fixed convention
English uses for naming locations along a lake's edge. b) at: marks a specific point, more
natural for a one-time event or precise address than the enduring geographic position of a
landmark, violating the requirement since it doesn't reflect the established convention for a
place along a named lake's shore. c) in: marks enclosure within something, violating the
requirement since it would place the meadow inside the water itself, contradicting a meadow
being solid ground. d) above: means positioned at a higher elevation over something, violating
the requirement since the steamer moves directly out of the meadow into the lake's waters,
implying the meadow sits at the same level as the water's edge, not elevated above it.
Hindi:
. Blank(l)ﬁ ar prepositionaT%Q S foedt At sﬂr«r & TIY ATHY Tt olilg &
9% fhTR IR §9 Eﬁﬁ G| ddld| a)on:dg 31‘3\_:?[ T standard preposition% S
UMl & fHaR &=t SUE & 1%111 useEﬁTﬂ % a@ "a meadow on Lake Lucerne", S

d & PR Bl & 79 da9 & T dP T match BT g1 b) at: T foat
W fdg @1 Samar §, S okl T 9R &1 g1 a1 9 Ud & e el
WTHIfd® %,W IR landmark & HRTIfAe -IM & 1%111 '_'I?DLGh violate hXdIl
g Hifdh I8 I 09 WU &I 5] aRNIdll ) in: Tg fbel Il & 3R ok gH
CARCRIGH %,\_rﬁ violate hXdl % it sﬂﬁ meadow Y& gt & 3ieR Ta
\_rlTQTﬂ,\_rlaﬁf meadow?‘ﬁ Eﬂﬂ \_rﬁﬂ:[ %I d) above: SHPI meaning% oot Eﬂ\_r[ &
FSWR, WeT SaTs W EHI, S violate HAT g iy WIHAR WY meadow I
fAHamx 3a & gl d S 8, S99 uar gadt 8 & meadow TH & fAR
F WR TR R 8, $Is W & Hls 3T &1 ™I Tall
22. B) comes off
Blank (2) needs a present-tense phrasal verb agreeing with "the wind," for air moving down
and away from high ground, matching the present tense used elsewhere in the same sentence
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("recede"). a) came across: is past tense, violating the requirement since the surrounding
clause stays inthe present; its meaning is also wrong — to be perceived a certain way or travel
across an area, not wind blowing down a mountain. b) comes off: means wind blowing down
and away from an elevated landform, matching both the present-tense frame and "the Rigi" as

the mountain the wind sweeps down from. c) comes about: means for something to happen
or arise, violating the requirement since it describes an abstract event occurring, not wind's
direction relative to a mountain. d) come on: lacks the "-s" needed for singular "the wind,"
violating the requirement grammatically, and properly means to begin operating, like an illness
or device, not wind descending from high ground.
Hindi:

e Blank (2) H singular "the wind" | agree CRGRGIl] present-tense phrasal verb ET%'Q,

S Sl STHE I T EI_E!?ﬁ Bdl &I §dlg, 3R sentence b STh1 %@ ("recede")

ﬁﬁ gT present tense I ad WU| a) came across: g past tense %, S violate HRdT
% Hifp U BT clause present tense H %; meaning W Tad % — fdt @™

T THIT SIFT T SAHT IR BT, UgTS T 8t gl 7ol b) comes off: SHBT
meaning% gal &1 fdl 3 Ugls g = a"s':n,\—:h present-tenseg\f%l 3R "the

Rigi"aﬂa Ugls Tl ¥ match Al %I c) comes about: YHD] meaning% ot
I BT 8T TT I3 TST 8T, S violate AT 8 NP Tg 3He °eT Sdrdl

%,BHT &1 femm a8 d) come on:sﬂﬁ singular subject%b_ 1%111 SRER] "-s" BT %,
S violate BT %, GﬁT ERSCil ﬂ_ﬁﬁ meaning% Mz Eﬁ:ﬂ, @@ SHRT 41 SUDT,
gdl &1 S8 g1
23. C) recede
Blank (3) needs a plural present-tense verb agreeing with "the villages," for something
gradually growing distant as one moves away. a) retractable: is an adjective meaning capable
of being drawn back inward, like a retractable roof or blade, violating the requirement since
the blank needs a verb to complete the sentence's action, and an adjective cannot occupy that
grammatical slot at all. b) retreat: means to withdraw deliberately, typically from conflict or
danger, violating the requirement since it implies intentional agency, whereas villages simply
appear more distant from the viewer's perspective, with no choice involved. c) recede:
means to move gradually further away and become less visible, as scenery does when
viewed from a moving vessel, matching villages merging into their "Alpine stillness" as the
steamer moves on. d) recoil: means to jerk back suddenly in fear or shock, violating the
requirement since it describes a sudden sharp reaction, not the slow, continuous fading of
scenery into the distance.
Hindi:

e Blank (3) H "the viIIages”@ agreem dIcdl plural present-tense verb ElT%T{ S X
SITd HY R-¢R ‘QI,%I@T HSﬁ ICical ddlU| a) retractable: dg Udh adjective%
Srg®T meaning% 3R P AR did 9 g, @@ retractable ©¥d Il ﬁg S
wolateWT % i blank T sentence T fobar @ P P ﬁ‘l(f verbilT%'Q
adjective g1 95 & T8l gl b) retreat: RUDT meanmg% GITTG&]W
BT, AR TR THIAG T, S violate HRAT § HITh IHH SHGHHR e Pl
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YIg g, SIdi T1d d 99 <@ ald &1 AeR 9 §X [4’¥d §, ®is I el
GG c) recede: DT meaning% R-¢R ol Eﬁ?f ST 3‘ﬁ? Y f&tq—n,ﬁﬁ TR

F M aaﬁ UX "Alpine stillness" & ﬂ?lﬁ ‘T\I’_q;f T match BT %I d) recoil: SHHI

meaning 8 X U7 I T @M U e, Sl violate BT & Hifs Tg ikt
gfafshar 9arar 8, 97 gedud &1 &l
24. D) homage
Blank (4) needs a noun completing "an actof ___ to," for a deliberate, respectful gesture made
in honour of admired figures. a) tribute: close in meaning, but violating the requirement since
"an act of tribute" isn't standard collocation — natural phrasing is "pay tribute to" or "a tribute
to." b) commend: is a verb meaning to praise or recommend someone formally, violating the
requirement since the blank needs a noun to follow "an act of," and a bare verb cannot occupy
that grammatical position at all. c) penance: violates the requirement on two counts — it
collocates with "for," not "to" ("an act of penance for one's sins"), and it means atonement for
wrongdoing, the opposite emotional register from reverence for beloved writers. d) homage:
means a public show of respect through a deliberate act, matching the fixed phrase "an act of
homage to," used exactly for a gesture made in honour of revered figures.
Hindi:
e Blank (4)ﬁ "an act of_to"ﬁ T B arell nounﬂT%Q S %I@“CI AT &
JHH # fHU T THEHHR HEH P TdW a) tribute: meaning BT 8, TW

violate dXdl % Fifd "an act of tribute” standard G“SI gl % — WrHIfd®

phrasing% "pay tribute to" Ul "a tribute to"| b) commend: dg Udh verb% ISEEd
meaning% Ny *u T fodl o u=xgr o1 a1 R W,Gﬁ violate

hXdl % HifP "an act of" B diq nounilT%'Q, GﬁT 3fhdll verbZIE'T a?)" ?3[ '_‘lﬁf
Hhdll c) penance: Eﬁ Tﬁlﬁ T violate HIAT % — Qﬂa? 1Y "for" JHIdT %, "to" :l—bpf
("an act of penance for one's sins"), 3R ERED] meaning% Tt B1 Q'l'q@_d,\_rﬁ Yl
& ﬁ@'_d 3dc Hid %I d) homage: SHPI meaning% fodt & ufa ﬁtﬂ a1
RICTIEEE? JH, S "an act of homage to" T \_rlff-\rlHIQ phrase T match HT %I
25. A) until
Blank (5) needs a conjunction marking the point up to which something remained not
understood, before a realisation described right after. a) until: means up to the point in time
when something happens, after which the situation changes, matching the narrator's
incomplete understanding persisting right up to standing on the deck, when realisation finally
occurred. b) unless: means "except if," introducing a hypothetical condition, violating the
requirement since the sentence describes an actual, completed realisation, not a condition
that might avert an outcome. c) while: means during the same time as something else,
violating the requirement since it would suggest the confusion and the deck-standing were
simultaneous, whereas the sentence marks standing on deck as the turning point after which
understanding began. d) since: means from a past point to now, or "because," violating the
requirement since neither sense fits a past moment marking the end of not fully
understanding something.
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Hindi:
e Blank (S)ﬁ QﬂT conjunctionaﬂ%’q N 39 m Ca §dlu Tﬂg\f ddh ﬁé did JHY
o :l—bpf 3‘"’5‘ Qﬁ, 3 a?ns‘ Tlg HJHA @ U_E»'@H a) until: YYhT meaning% fooddt gy
ae, foraes a1 fUfd sga ot 8,5 % WM WS g1 a& &1 8! S gugt

T match B %,Rﬂ{-lah dig JHSA 31 TI_Stl b) unless: YHDT meaning% "R QF[
T Eapf (_'ﬁ",\_rﬁ HIP d L] %,\_rﬁ violate dXdl % Hife sentence Uch
3, I B Ib! THY I Bl c) while: THPBT meaning 8 ¥l 3R gl &
TTY-TTY, S violate HIAT 8 Fifd 3TY I fb IasM 3R SF W Tl g
TH Y YT, TE(d sentence SF P THY L[E 84 & HIS &I e fe@mr g
d) since: SYDI meaning% dd ud 9 3F dod, g1 "aa‘rﬁi",a‘r violate hdT ?
Fifr @iz Wt U 3T &id @ R e & Jad1l
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