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Hold on to your goodcness
“Kindness is a language which the deaf can hear and the blind can see,” said Mark Twain.

Human beings are kinder to each other when they feel safe and secure. However, with the rise of
aggression in our culture, the threat of terrorism, and the increase in stress in our schools and
workplaces, we find ourselves in a position of fear, which creates anxiety, resulting in distorted
thinking. These recent changes in our culture have promoted a lack of goodwill towards others and
fostered more self-absorption and less outward giving. It seems that today there are no takers for
acts of kindness, truthfulness and simplicity. As a result, those who do good are often left deserted.
On the other hand, the clever and shrewd steal the show. It's very sad that the world today is more
conducive to those who are manipulative and practical, and those who chase rewards, than to those
toiling hard with faith in the return of good actions. In such a scenario, then what is the point of being
good in a mad, bad, sad world? Because every good deed anyway gets ‘lost’, as many of us have come
to believe. Just like everything becomes dark at night and a lone flower in a thick jungle remains
unseen, the little goodness flickering here and there in the world seems to be of no use.

History presents us with innumerable examples of times when the bad seemed to be all-pervasive,
when powerful conquerors looted and trapped the masses in an undignified life. And yet, from these
very masses emerged a small, courageous group of awakened people who led a revolution against
injustice and finally turned the tables on their oppressors. But, of course, all acts of goodness do not
amount to a revolution, for they do not always aim to blow strong winds of change. But nevertheless,
they work like a cool breeze in a hot desert, or a drizzle on parched land.

We all know the story of the little bird that filled her beak with water from a pond and headed for the
woods that were on fire. While she was at it, a spectator asked the tiny creature what was the point
of her efforts, for the small droplets would not douse the huge flames. She quipped, “When | die, and
my life’s record is being read out, my name will appear on the list of those who tried to put out the
flames, and not among those who sparked it or did nothing about it.” We must remember that there
is a law of cause and effect that guides every act in the universe.

And what a person does unto anyone, he does unto himself. So, while a negative action piles debt on
a person, a positive act is an investment in a good future. So, an honest person must hold on to his
virtue with courage and patience in testing times. He must empower himself with the unflinching

hope that, as night is followed by day, better times will inevitably follow. It is just a matter of time
before the clouds will give way to clearer skies. So, keep the faith until the new day arrives.

e Red/blue coloring of words in the sentence indicates subject verb relationship; where ‘red’

denotes ‘subject’ and ‘blue’ denotes ‘verb’. |[Practice Exercise]|
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10.

11.

12.

13.

Vocabulary
14.

Hold on to (phrasal verb) - to maintain a
grasp on something; to persistin or keep

something S¢ Y&a1T/ FoITT IW]

Kindness (noun) - benevolence,
compassion, generosity, humanity,

philanthropy GdTeldT

Kind (adjective) - benevolent,
compassionate, generous, humane,

philanthropic Gare]

Aggression (noun) - hostility, belligerence,
animosity, violence, invasion 3TshTHh AT
Anxiety (noun) - apprehension,
trepidation, unease, worry, angstﬁl?lT
Result in (phrasal verb) - to cause a

particular situation to happen F

gRUTHEaRT
Distort (verb) - misrepresent, falsify, twist,
alter, warp ﬁlﬁah_{?ﬁ

Goodwill (noun) - benevolence,
friendliness, harmony, amity, compassion

HaldelT
Foster (verb) - encourage, promote,

cultivate, nurture, stimulate aaaTéraT

Self-absorption (noun) - narcissism,
egocentrism, selfishness, introspection,

self-obsession 3TcH-al eIl

Often (adverb) - frequently, regularly,
repeatedly, habitually, customarily 3I&8Y
Desert (verb) - abandon, forsake, leave,
betray, relinquish B8 &aiT

Clever (adjective) - astute, ingenious,

smart, intelligent, brainy EGA

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24,

25.

26.

Shrewd (adjective) - astute, calculating,
crafty, cunning, sharp dTelleh

Steal the show (phrase) - to attract the
most attention and praise IYIAT &

T T &I Wi oFT

Conducive to (phrase) - making a certain

situation or outcome likely or possible &

forw 3edhel
a
Manipulative (adjective) - scheming,

calculating, cunning, crafty, devious SI1S-

GIEEZCCICH

Toil (verb) - labor, struggle, strive, grind,
sweat hTSeT TRAH HIAT

Lone (adjective) - solitary, single, isolated,
sole, uncompanioned 3hell

Flicker (verb) - glimmer, twinkle, glint,

shimmer, spark feaTeHTAT

Innumerable (adjective) - countless,
myriad, incalculable, numerous, untold

AT

All-pervasive (adjective) - omnipresent,
ubiquitous, universal, widespread,

permeating HaegrdY

Conqueror (noun) - victor, vanquisher,
winner, subjugator, champion ICEGI
Mass (noun) - commoners, plebeians,
populace, multitude, crowd STHTIRUT
Undignified (adjective) - shameful,
unseemly, degrading, humiliating,
unbecoming IATHAT

Courageous (adjective) - brave, valiant,
fearless, intrepid, heroic QTIB'\’:ﬁ
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27.

28.

29.

30.

31.

32.

33.

34.

35.

36.

37.

Awaken (verb) - arouse, stimulate, rouse,
inspire, wake STITT=AT

Turn the tables on (phrase) - to reverse a
situation completely STSiT TeTe ¢aIT
Oppressor (noun) - tyrant, dictator,
persecutor, subjugator, despot FCATARY
Amount to (phrasal verb) - to be

equivalent to or have the same effect as &
SIS gleAT

Nevertheless (adverb) - nonetheless,
however, notwithstanding, yet, still o oft

Head for (phrasal verb) - to move in the
direction of something &r 3-ﬂT§IET-|T
Woods (noun) - forest, timberland,
woodland, thicket, copse STaTeT
Spectator (noun) - onlooker, observer,
bystander, watcher, viewer E\"Q17=F

Quip (verb) - joke, jest, retort, banter,
mock dTelT AT

Read out (phrasal verb) - to read aloud
Put out (phrasal verb) - to extinguish a fire

IATAT

38.

39.

40.

41.

42.

43.

44,

45,

46.

Spark (verb) - ignite, trigger, initiate,
provoke, stimulate #SehlT

Pile (verb) - accumulate, amass, heap,
stack, hoard &Y AT

Debt (noun) - liability, obligation, arrears,
dues, deficitﬁlﬁff

Virtue (noun) - righteousness, morality,
goodness, integrity, ethics o7

Patience (noun) - endurance,
perseverance, tolerance, forbearance,
fortitude €R_T

In testing times (phrase) - during difficult
or challenging periods aﬁmmfr
Empower (verb) - authorize, enable, equip,
entitle, strengthen TRIFd TATAT

Unflinching (adjective) - resolute,
steadfast, unwavering, unyielding,
determined €¢

Inevitably (adverb) - unavoidably,
naturally, necessarily, surely, certainly

GIEELE K
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

Summary of the Editorial
Kindness is a universal language that can be understood by everyone, regardless of physical
limitations.
People tend to be kinder when they feel safe and secure, but fear and insecurity can reduce
their willingness to help others.
Rising aggression, terrorism, and increasing stress in schools and workplaces have created
greater anxiety in society.
Anxiety and fear can lead to distorted thinking, making people more self-centred and less
concerned about others.
Modern society often appears to reward clever, shrewd, and manipulative people rather than
those who value honesty, simplicity, and goodness.
As a result, people who perform good deeds may feel deserted, ignored, or unrewarded, while
those chasing personal rewards may receive greater attention.
The editorial questions whether goodness has any value in a world where good actions often
seem to go unnoticed or “get lost.”
History, however, shows that even during periods of widespread injustice, courageous people
have emerged from ordinary masses to challenge powerful oppressors.
Not every act of goodness creates a revolution, but even small acts can provide relief, hope,
and positive change in difficult circumstances.
The story of the little bird trying to put out a forest fire illustrates that even seemingly
insignificant efforts have value.
The bird’s message is thatitis better to be remembered among those who tried to solve a
problem than among those who caused it or simply remained inactive.
The editorial emphasises the law of cause and effect: our actions have consequences, and
what we do to others ultimately affects ourselves.
Negative actions create a kind of debt, whereas positive actions can be viewed as an
investment in a better future.
Therefore, honest and good people should preserve their virtue, especially during difficult
times, with courage, patience, and unflinching hope.
The central message is to hold on to goodness and faith even when circumstances are
difficult, because dark periods eventually pass and better times can follow.
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Practice Exercise: SSC Pattern Based

1. Which of the following best captures the central theme of the passage? |[Editoria| Page]|
A. The necessity of collective resistance to overturn the pervasive influence of manipulative
social structures.
B. The enduring relevance of individual moral fortitude amidst the escalating cynicism of
contemporary culture.
C. The psychological impact of environmental stressors on the human capacity for
spontaneous acts of kindness.
D. The historical cyclicality of societal decay followed by the inevitable rise of revolutionary
moral movements.
2. Choose the word which is MOST OPPOSITE in meaning to the word printedin bold as used in
the passage.
SHREWD
A. ANALYTICAL
B. DIPLOMATIC
C. GUILELESS
D. PERSISTENT
3. Why hasthe climate of goodwill towards others diminished in recent times?
A. Because the rise of systemic aggression has compelled individuals to prioritize self-
preservation over outward giving.
B. Because the modern socio-economic landscape disproportionately rewards manipulative
tactics over the merit of hard work.
C. Because the absence of immediate tangible returns has discouraged the younger
generation from pursuing altruistic goals.
D. Because the psychological effects of historical injustices have created a permanent sense of
anxiety and distrust.
4. The author’stonein describing the "small awakened group" can be best described as:
A. Admonitory
B. Commendatory
C. Indifferent
D. Scholarly
5. Identify the type of sentence used in the line: "As night is followed by day, better times will
follow.
A. Compound
B. Complex
C. Simple
D. Compound-Complex
6. Direction: Rearrange the following four parts (1, 2, 3, 4) in the proper sequence to forma
meaningful, logical, and coherent paragraph.
1. Local families in these accommodations offer tourists a warm and homely atmosphere
even as they introduce them to a new culture and guide them to places to visit.
2. They are mostly concentrated in Kodagu, Chikkamagaluru, Hassan, Shivamogga in south
Karnataka, and Hampi in Vijayanagara district in north Karnataka, and these districts attract
majority of tourists during monsoon, weekends, and holidays.
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3. Such accommodations have caught the fancy of tourists in recent years, and according to
the Tourism Department officials, there are around 4,000 homestays registered in
Karnataka.

4. A home away from home — that is the promise of homestays for tourists travelling from
other countries, States, and cities to major tourist destinations in Karnataka.

A. 4-1-3-2

B. 3-2-4-1

C. 1-4-3-2

D. 4-3-1-2

7. Direction: Rearrange the following four sentences (A, B, C, D) in the proper sequence to form

a meaningful, logical, and coherent paragraph.

A. Built of granite, these halls are grand edifices supported by massive pillars and adorned
with life-size sculptures, intricate carvings, friezes, murals and, most importantly,
inscriptions.

B. It boasts 14 gopurams, including four towering raja gopurams at its eastern, western,
southern and northern entrances; gold-plated vimanas above the sanctums of
Sundareswarar and Meenakshi; the famed Golden Lotus Tank; and a train of magnificent
mandapams.

C. Far more than a place of worship, the sprawling complex is a marvel of sacred design.

D. Goddess Meenakshi is revered by the people of Madurai as their queen (Maduraiyin Rani
or Arasi in Tamil), but what draws thousands of devotees from across the world to the
Meenakshi-Sundareswarar Temple each day is its audacious architecture.

A. D-C-A-B

B. C-D-B-A

C. D-C-B-A

D. B-D-C-A

8. Select the most appropriate synonym of the given word:

FELICITOUS

A. Odd

B. Irrelevant

C. Unsuitable

D. Appropriate
9. Select the most appropriate synonym of the given word:
DILATORY
A. Quick
B. Efficient
C. Prompt
D. Tardy
10. Select the most appropriate antonym of the given word:
Refulgent
A. Dull
B. Radiant
C. Gleaming
D. Luminous
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11. Choose the correct meaning of idiom:
Hoist with one’s own petard
A. He has benefited by sheer luck
B. He has risen through deceit
C. He has gained unearned praise
D. He is destroyed by his own trap or scheme
12. Select the correct spelling of a word meaning 'a person who avoids work or effort'
A. Sluggard
B. Sluggerd
C. Sluggart
D. Slugerd
13. Which of these is the correct spelling of a theory centered on utility and outcomes?
A. Utilitarienism
B. Utiliterianism
C. Utilitarianism
D. Utillitarianism
14. Choose the correct one-word substitution for:
‘A person who pretends to be what he is not’

A. Mimic
B. Actor
C. Impostor
D. Hypocrite

15. Choose the correct one-word substitute for:
'A government or state in which those in power exploit national resources and steal’
A. Plutocracy
B. Kleptomania
C. Oligrachy
D. Kleptocracy
16. Choose the correct semantic fit: The intervention was seen as a to escalating
tensions.
A. deterrent
B. detention
C. detraction
D. derision
17. Select the sentence containing the homonym of the highlighted word:
The basilica was renowned for its acoustics and proportions.
A. The archaeologist uncovered the foundations of a Roman basilica.
B. The musician composed an oratorio for performance in the basilica.
C. The botanist catalogued a rare basilica with serrated leaves.
D. The botanist catalogued a rare basilica with serrated leaves.
18. Find the part of the sentence that contains an error:
She spoke (1)/ concise during the press briefing (2)/to ensure the journalists (3)/ captured the
key points accurately. (4)/
A. (1)
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B. (2)
C. (3)
D. (4)

19. Find the part of the sentence that contains an error:
So intense was the resistance (1)/ that the proposal not only failed (2)/ but also faced with
widespread criticism (3)/ across institutional stakeholders. (4)
A. (1)
B. (2)
C. (3)
D. (4)

20. Choose the most suitable option to replace the highlighted part of the sentence:
The baby was sleeping since two hours:
A. from two hours
B. for two hours
C. by two hours
D. since two hour
Read the cloze passage and answer the following questions:
The bullet struck N.V. Satya Srinivas Rao in the chest. His bulletproof jacket stopped it, but the
impact knocked his rifle from his hands and sent him to the ground. Then came the second
shot. This time, the bullet found a gapin the jacket. It entered Rao’s abdomen from the left
side, tore through his body and exited on the other side. It was November 30, 1992. Rao, then
26 and barely a year into the Andhra Pradesh Police, had entered a house in Baddepalliin
erstwhile Karimnagar district with three other Greyhounds personnel. They (3) hunting a
group of Naxals belonging to the Chandra Pulla Reddy group. Five bodies already lay (1)
scattered around the house. Rao noticed Sardar, the commander of the dalam. Injured but still
alive, the Naxal had positioned himself behind the bodies of his (2) fallen comrades, using
them as sandbags. He (4) his weapon and fired at Rao. The young cop fought (5)
his life for nearly 25 days before being discharged from the Nizam’s Institute of Medical
Sciences in Hyderabad on Christmas day.

21. The word "scattered" in the passage is closest in meaning to: (1)
A. dispersed
B. gathered
C. organized
D. concentrated

22. Select the word that is the most appropriate antonym of "fallen" as used in the passage: (2)
A. deceased

B. alive
C. slain
D. perished
23. Choose the correct auxiliary verb to fill in the blank: (3)
A. was
B. were
C. are
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D. been

24. Choose the correct form of the verb to fill in the blank: (4)
A. raise
B. raising
C. raised
D. rises

25. Select the correct preposition to complete the sentence: (5)
A. for

with

at

about

OO w
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Answers
1. B 2 3 A 4B 5B 6A 7.C 8D 9D 10A 11D 12A
13. C 14D 15D 16A 17.C 18B 19.C 20B 21.A 22B 23B 24.C
25. A

Explanations

1. B) The enduring relevance of individual moral fortitude amidst the escalating cynicism of
contemporary culture.
passage: "It seems that today there are no takers for acts of kindness, truthfulness and
simplicity... So, an honest person must hold on to his virtue with courage and patience in
testing times. He must empower himself with the unflinching hope that, as night is followed by
day, better times will inevitably follow. So, keep the faith until the new day arrives." ----- The
passage centers on one core message — the world today seems unkind and dismissive of good
people (kindness "gets lost," the clever "steal the show"), yet the passage repeatedly pushes
back against giving up on goodness. The little bird story and the "cause and effect" idea are
both used to support the same point: keep holding on to virtue even when it feels pointless.
The final call for the honest person to "hold on to his virtue with courage and patience" and
"keep the faith" is the passage's main takeaway, matching option B— staying morally strong
even as the surrounding culture grows more cynical and unkind.
Option A — Incorrect. The passage mentions a "revolution" only once, as a past historical
example of masses rising against oppression — it does not call for or argue in favor of
"collective resistance" today. The passage's focus is on personal, individual virtue, not on
organizing any group movement.
Option C — Incorrect. The passage does open with the idea that people are "kinder... when
they feel safe and secure," but this is only a brief starting observation. The passage's main
focus quickly shifts to encouraging individual virtue despite hardship — the psychological
effect of stress is not developed as the central theme throughout the passage.
Option D — Incorrect. The passage mentions history only once, as a single example of bad
times followed by a revolution — it does not argue that this is a repeating, "cyclical" pattern
throughout history. The passage's larger message is about personal patience and faith, not
about a historical cycle of decay and revolutionary rise.

2. C) GUILELESS
In this context, "shrewd" means clever, cunning, and sharp in a calculating or manipulative
way — someone who knows how to get ahead using clever tactics. "Guileless" means
innocent, honest, and without any cunning or deceit — this is the direct opposite of being
shrewd, as it describes someone who lacks calculating or manipulative cleverness entirely.
(Analytical) — Incorrect. "Analytical" means good at breaking things down logically — this is
actually similar to being sharp or clever in thinking, not opposite to "shrewd."
(Diplomatic) — Incorrect. "Diplomatic" means being tactful and skilled in dealing with people
— this is close to being clever in social situations, similar to "shrewd" rather than its opposite.
(Persistent) — Incorrect. "Persistent" means continuing steadily despite difficulty — this
relates to determination, not to cleverness or cunning.

3. A) Because therise of systemic aggression has compelled individuals to prioritize self-
preservation over outward giving.
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passage: "With the rise of aggressionin our culture, the threat of terrorism, and the increase in
stress in our schools and workplaces, we find ourselves in a position of fear, which creates
anxiety, resulting in distorted thinking. These recent changes in our culture have promoted a
lack of goodwill towards others and fostered more self-absorption and less outward giving." --
The passage links the decline in goodwill to rising aggression, terrorism, and stress, which
create fear and anxiety. This fear leads people to become more focused on themselves (self-
absorption) and less generous toward others. This is exactly what option A describes —
aggression causing people to focus on protecting themselves rather than giving outwardly to
others.
Option B — Incorrect. The passage does mention that the world today "is more conducive to
those who are manipulative and practical," but this is presented as a separate observation
about who "succeeds," not as the direct cause of why goodwill itself has diminished. The
passage's stated cause for declining goodwill is aggression/fear, not the reward system for
manipulation.
Option C — Incorrect. The passage never mentions the "younger generation" specifically, nor
does itdiscuss age groups being discouraged from altruism due to lack of immediate rewards.
Option D — Incorrect. The passage discusses fear and anxiety as coming from current
aggression and stress (terrorism, workplace stress), not from "historical injustices." The
mention of history later in the passage is about past examples of revolution against
oppression, not about ongoing psychological effects causing today's anxiety.
4. B) Commendatory
passage: "And yet, from these very masses emerged a small, courageous group of awakened
people who led a revolution againstinjustice and finally turned the tables on their
oppressors." The author uses positive, admiring words like "courageous" and "awakened" to
describe this group, and highlights their success in overturning injustice ("turned the tables on
their oppressors"). This is clear praise and approval of their actions — presenting them as an
inspiring example within the passage's larger argument about holding on to goodness. This
matches "commendatory," which means expressing praise or approval.
(Admonitory) — Incorrect. Admonitory means warning someone about something wrong. The
author is not warning the group about anything — instead, he is praising their courage and
success, which is the opposite of admonishing them.
(Indifferent) — Incorrect. Indifferent means having no particular feeling or opinion. The author
clearly shows positive feeling toward this group by calling them "courageous" and "awakened"
— this shows engagement and admiration, not indifference.
(Scholarly) — Incorrect. Scholarly would mean a detached, academic, research-based
description. The author's description here is emotional and admiring ("courageous,"
"awakened"), not a neutral, fact-based academic analysis — so this does not fit the tone used.
5. B) Complex
A complex sentence contains exactly one independent clause and at least one dependent
clause
Dependent Clause: "As night is followed by day" — This clause begins with the subordinating
conjunction "As" and cannot stand alone as a complete thought.
Independent Clause: "better times will follow" — This is the main clause because it expresses a
complete thought and canstand alone as a sentence
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Option A: A compound sentence requires two or more independent clauses joined by a
coordinating conjunction (like and, but, or) or a semicolon.
Option C: A simple sentence contains only one independent clause and no dependent clauses.
Option D: A compound-complex sentence requires at least two independent clauses and one
or more dependent clauses.

6. A) 4-1-3-2
Explanation:
Hindi Explanation:

e Sentence 4 Hﬂﬁ?{@l’ %WWWTW?J? introductory sentence ?I ?T&»'%T-ITW
qd Hs & hotice & THE T Tl 0 STTel dTel Tehl o oIl GIAES Sl TR0
WW%@H‘@(("A home away from home") &T YRTT &ATR |

e Sentence 1 Sentence 4 & follow WH@%WWWH "in these
accommodations" TTE Sentence 4$Wﬁmﬁm%wwm%ﬁﬁ?@r
TAAT TRAR TIEhT BT O] ATEN, 775 FEP A IR =17 et 1 ATl Tt
HITE |

e Sentence 3 Sentence 1 éﬁmmmwsﬁmaﬁrmmm
mmmaﬁrmwmé ("Such accommodations have caught the fancy
of tourists in recent years...") m@ﬁﬁ'm$3-lgl{-|l{ hellcah ﬁl-idhl?d 4,000 BIHTE
T ST JEJcl HIATE |

e Sentence 2 Sentence 3 %mmmmﬂ T conclusion a1 | WQ’{J}H
W"They" Sentence 3 H 3feai@d 4,000 Waﬁﬁ?{fﬁﬁqﬁ{dl ?ﬁ?ddldl %ﬁ?a
HET T N Tohet [STal (IS, RIsnHTe, 51T 31T1E) 7 hiod § TUTd el Tdeehi i
Ta1fee 3T A g |

English Explanation:

e Sentence 4 is the standalone introductory sentence, framing the central theme by
introducing the core promise of homestays ("A home away from home") for travelers
visiting Karnataka.

e Sentence 1 follows Sentence 4 directly because the demonstrative phrase "in these
accommodations" refers back to the homestays defined in Sentence 4, describing how
local host families provide warmth, cultural immersion, and travel guidance.

e Sentence 3 follows Sentence 1 by scaling up from the experiential host-guest dynamic
to commercial trends and official statistics ("Such accommodations have caught the
fancy of tourists..."), citing the Department of Tourism's figure of roughly 4,000
registered homestays.

e Sentence 2 follows Sentence 3 as the logical conclusion. The pronoun "They" refers
directly to the 4,000 registered homestays, specifying their regional concentrations
across southern and northern Karnataka and highlighting their peak tourist seasons.

7. C) D-C-B-A
Explanation:
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Hindi Explanation

e Sentence Dﬁaﬁﬁﬁgﬁmmﬁ%?}?introductow sentence g | Tg &dT
#HeAref & 9 Fel & Sl AT HTEAT T Seerd HFId §U HAEN-HeIaI AT
(Meenakshi-Sundareswarar Temple) WWWW(audacious architecture)
T HYUT IR= & B

e Sentence C Sentence D T follow Wﬂwﬁ?sﬂﬁwm"the sprawling
complex" T Sentence D %mmﬁ-gaawwmﬁﬂafﬁaméaﬂ?
TISC FXATE o AT Shaol Tah il T AL dfodh TTaT [SolTgel Il Th THRR ¢ |

e Sentence B Sentence C & &1 31T &Fifeh TG Sentence C H I0TT f3TE & TR
oI &g e aTel T RICT Eeehl #hY I TE Il 8 —14 INYIH, BT & FH
m—ﬁ%ﬁmﬁ,mﬁwmolden Lotus Tank), wmmaﬁrwm ("a

train of magnificent mandapams") |

e Sentence A Sentence B & §T¢, mﬁTWWconclusion oram| smfrwga——cr
FATICTY "these halls" (??rﬁ-s'cr/gi%r) T sentence B & 37d H 3fedi@d "magnificent
mandapams" BT HETHd P g 3R 3)0_-”33 S REIES E?TE'THT, 3eToh faerTel TIHT 3R
Hfctat T faec T faaxor cent aTegier sl qui hidre |

English Explanation:

e Sentence D serves as the standalone introductory sentence, framing the dual context:
the devotional reverence for Goddess Meenakshi as the queen of Madurai, and the
global draw of the Meenakshi-Sundareswarar Temple driven by its monumental
architecture.

e Sentence C follows Sentence D directly because the definite noun phrase "the
sprawling complex" anchors back to the temple introduced in D, elevating its status
from a mere house of worship to an architectural marvel of sacred engineering.

e Sentence B follows Sentence C by enumerating the macro-structural features that
justify that reputation—14 gopurams (including four cardinal raja gopurams), gold-
plated vimanas, the Golden Lotus Tank, and a sequence of majestic assembly halls ("a
train of magnificent mandapams").

e Sentence A follows Sentence B as the logical conclusion. The demonstrative noun
phrase "these halls" creates an immediate syntactic link to the "magnificent
mandapams" concluding Sentence B, expanding on their granite construction, massive
pillars, and intricate sculptural detailing

8. D) Felicitous (adjective) — Well-chosen, apt, suitable, appropriate, fitting 39gsd
Synonym: Appropriate (adjective) — Suitable or proper in the circumstances, apt, fitting, right.

3T

e 0Odd (adjective) —Strange, peculiar, unusual, weird. I CIC
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

e Irrelevant (adjective) — Not connected with the subject, immaterial, unrelated.
Sfe

e Unsuitable (adjective) — Not appropriate or proper, unfit, improper. HAJggsrd

D) Dilatory (adjective) — Slow, sluggish, procrastinating, lagging, delaying & e aTelT, &
Synonym: Tardy (adjective) — Delayed, late, unpunctual, sluggish, behind schedule. fdeifsd, &3
3

e Quick (adjective) — Fast, rapid, speedy, swift. et

o Efficient (adjective) — Effective, productive, competent, capable. ?QW

e Prompt (adjective) — Immediate, instant, punctual, timely. dca¥
A) Refulgent (adjective) — Shining brightly, radiant, gleaming, lustrous, luminous JHhGR
Antonym: Dull (adjective) — Lacking brightness, not shiny, dim, lifeless. hihT

e Radiant (adjective) — Shining, bright, glowing, beaming. AISEEIG]

e Gleaming (adjective) — Shining brightly, polished, lustrous. IHJHATAT

e Luminous (adjective) — Emitting or reflecting light, radiant, glowing. JehIRTHTeT
D) Hoist with one’s own petard (idiom) — He is destroyed by his own trap or scheme mﬁré‘r

STl 3 B STl

A) The correct spelling of ‘Sluggard’ is ‘Sluggard’ which means “a person who is habitually lazy
or avoids work or effort” 3ol s

C) The correct spelling of ‘Utiliterianism’ is ‘Utilitarianism’ which means “a theory that actions
are right if they are useful or for the benefit of a majority” 3TARTAT 9X 3manRa Agid.

D) Hypocrite (noun) — A person who pretends to have moral standards or beliefs that they do

not actually possess GREST ATl

e Mimic (noun) — A person skilled in imitating the voice, manner, or appearance of others

Aherdr

e Actor (noun) — A person whose profession is acting on the stage, in films, or on
television 37TR=TdT

e Impostor (noun) — A person who pretends to be someone else in order to deceive
others &l &el dTell ST TaFd

D) Kleptocracy (noun)—A government or state in which those in power exploit national
resources and steal TRY et dTell EXDHR IT ATHA TUTTeIT

e Plutocracy (noun) —government by the wealthy il T AT
¢ Kleptomania (noun) — a recurrent urge to steal, typically without regard for need or

profit TR T AT T feed
e Oligarchy (noun)— a small group of people having control of a country or organization
3eqdT AT
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16.

17.

18.

19.

A) 'Deterrent’ wmmwﬁqjmﬁ, sentence I&d §"Z"do-lld\i I Uehol TTHHA HLA

dTel 3UTT T AT HI 18T g | “The intervention was seen as a to escalating tensions” &
intervention 3T T Ak ATH AT [ SheH & & 3 QT SATIET &, AT “deterrent” 7T H
A RE AT AT |

e ‘Deterrent’ should be used because in the entire context, the sentence refers to an
action or measure intended to prevent or reduce rising tensions. In “The intervention
was seenas a to escalating tensions,” the intervention is viewed as a
preventive or restraining step, which perfectly aligns with the meaning of “deterrent.”
C) . The botanist catalogued a rare basilica with serrated leaves.

aIFT H ‘basilica’ Usg HFTIHTE — W@Wmé@‘éﬁﬁqﬂ?{(a large, important church or
Roman public hall) |

S gH THTATHY a1 & ToTHa “basilica’ 3T GHTST 3TAROT ATelT ol foheT 37eldT 372 aTelT 2T
(homonym) W§Nﬁ|

TaheT C H ‘basilica’ T ITINIT ‘basil’ T FH T H fhATIAT S (WWWW—OCimum
basilicum) |

gTeliTeh 2Teg ATST TATARA &, SHPT ITART ‘basilica’ & THT &, oifehet 37T aoqeq iy e
(botany) ¥ G &, o7 foh TATIH (architecture) T |
ST T 3TIRUT FAT g TR 372 @7, 39T I8 homonym &1 38T |

¢ Inthe highlighted sentence, basilica means a large Roman or Christian church noted for
its architectural structure.

e Inoption C, basilica (usedin a botanical context) refers to a species of the basil plant
with serrated leaves.

e Both share similar pronunciation and spelling, but different meanings and fields of use,
making them homonyms.

B) 'concise' & Scel 'concisely’ &T AT 19T 1T TGT 'spoke' Teh Verb & 31 3& Qualify
LT o [T Adverb @T&TIH%WT%; ‘concise’ Adjective %’GFGI'% ‘concisely' 38T Adverb ®9

gl

e 'concisely' will be used instead of 'concise' because here 'spoke' is a Verb and it needs
to be qualified by an Adverb. 'Concise' is an Adjective whereas 'concisely' is its Adverb
form.

Like— She spoke concisely during the press briefing to ensure clarity

C) 'faced with' & dcol 'was faced with' WWT@WWW Passive Voice ﬂ'?}ﬁT?ETU
Verb & Tgel 'was' I 3TGRIHAT & dlfeh YT AT SATHTOT T T 1o W HET oe¥ | SHA— The

proposal not only failed but also was faced with widespread criticism.
e 'was faced with' will be used instead of 'faced with' because the sentence is in Passive
Voice, and the auxiliary verb 'was' is required before the past participle to make the
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structure grammatically correct; Like— The proposal not only failed but also was faced
with widespread criticism

20. B) 'for two hours' 3T FII3T g1 FiTeh 'since’ &1 T THIT & starting point (Hﬁﬂﬁg) F
HTQI@FIT%, ST Teh 'for' T 9T duration (W}*WWW?I Zlﬁ'two hours' 31afer
(Wﬁﬂ?lé’) a'QISN%T%\, sﬂﬁvaﬁrwg’m — The baby was sleeping for two hours.

e 'for two hours' will be used instead of 'since two hours' because 'since' is used with the
starting point of time, whereas 'for' is used with the period of time. Here, 'two hours'
indicates a duration, sothe correct sentence is — The baby was sleeping for two
hours.

21. A) dispersed
The passage describes multiple deceased bodies lying spread out in various directions around
the premises ("bodies already lay scattered around the house"). The question asks for the
word closestin meaning to "scattered" (meaning distributed or spread irregularly over an
area). a) dispersed: means distributed, spread out, or scattered over an area, serving as the
direct synonym. b) gathered: means brought together in one group (antonym). c) organized:
means arranged systematically. d) concentrated: means clustered closely together in one place
(antonym).
In Hindi:

e g sentence W%WWWWQ@*EHISHQ IEECERC R T
("scattered") T describe HIATE | Question H "scattered" (ﬁ'@i’g‘@/ﬁﬁg‘@) FrTH
msynonym qr\Tﬂ'?I'EIT%}I a) dispersed: 8T meaning ‘Wg@, ﬂforgtrmﬁm-
foaR g1are, S "scattered" & 37X H perfectly match {dT& | b) gathered: ST
meaning TehT3d (antonym) 8IAT & ¢) organized: SHBI meaning AT gIdTg | d)

concentrated: SHhI meaning %@CHIITWGHIE STHAT I gl
22. B) alive
The passage uses "fallen" in a military/combat sense to refer to comrades who were killed or
slainin action ("bodies of his fallen comrades"). The question asks for the antonym of "fallen"
(meaning dead or killed in battle). a) deceased: means dead (synonym). b) alive: means living
or not dead, serving as the direct antonym of "fallen." c) slain: means killed violently in battle
(synonym). d) perished: means died or suffered destruction (synonym).
In Hindi:
e g sentence agsaﬁgﬁmmmﬁ'aﬁ? erar ("fallen comrades") I describe AT
?, GETU”faIIen" W&Tﬁﬂ@'ﬁ' aﬁ@ﬁ/ﬂaﬁwmél Question ¥ "fallen" ('H'Ii'
?FQ'/?FAH) T direct antonym l3|(\WFTJ'I?IIT%“I a) deceased: SHT meaning Hdsh (synonym)
glal %LI b) alive: SH®T meaning 'Gﬂﬁﬁﬂﬂé'al' glal %*, ST "fallen" &T direct antonym
gl c) slain: SHT meaning ART INAT (synonym) gldl %I d) perished: SHT meaning

W/ﬂﬁg’m(synonym) gIarg |
23. B) were
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The sentence describes an ongoing continuous action taking place in the past narrative
involving multiple police personnel (They hunting a group of Naxals...). The plural
subject pronoun "They" strictly requires the plural past auxiliary verb "were" to form the past
continuous tense (were hunting). a) was: is a singular past auxiliary verb, violating agreement
with the plural subject "They." b) were: is the correct plural past auxiliary verb completing the
past continuous structure. c) are: is a present tense verb, violating past narrative consistency
established by "entered" and "was". d) been: is a past participle that cannot function as an
auxiliary without a preceding "had/have".

In Hindi:

o g sentence VFI3ZH & ATl GART AT H AFH TN T TATI/THITA STRY T
@TEIE?ITaffpast continuous tense H describe WT—IT@'I Plural subject "They" 3?3-1?3?“
past continuous tense SaTTeT & foTT plural past auxiliary verb &Y 3TaISdTE | a) was:
g singularverb %a’r plural subject "They" Q?HTQIW%I b) were: g plural past
auxiliary verb g "They were hunting..." Y GTeFT XTI H subject-verb agreement

QEW perfectly fit Il %I c) are: Ug present tense %*I d) been: Ig participle gl

24. C) raised

25.

The sentence describes a completed historical action in the past narrative where the injured
commander lifted his weapon to shoot (He his weapon and fired at Rao). The
coordinate conjunction "and" connects two parallel past actions, requiring the simple past
form (V2) to match the paired verb "fired." a) raise: is a base present verb, breaking past
narrative tense harmony. b) raising:is a participle that cannot function as a standalone finite
main verb. c) raised: is the simple past tense form (V2) that maintains strict parallel structure

with fired (raised... and fired). d) rises: is a third-person singular present intransitive verb.
In Hindi:

e g sentence ATl hHATSY IRy gfilwaaﬁraﬂwnsﬁamﬁr FT TSIl gcaT I
describe SIATE | Conjunction "and" & IT¢ "fired" (past tense - V2) BleT & SHROT
grammatical parallelism FITT T o ToIT g el T oY simple pastverb (V2) r
3TaTSATE | a) raise: TG present base form &1 b) raising: TE participle § ST fo=aT
helping verb & finite verb Flﬁ'a?r HahdT| c) raised: Tg verb 'raise’ I past form (V2) %
ST "fired" o T fAETRT (raised his weapon and fired) perfectly fit ?IFIT?I d) rises: Ig

present intransitive verb ?I

A) for
The passage describes the wounded policeman struggling continuously in the hospital to
survive and stay alive (The young cop fought his life for nearly 25 days...). Blank (5)

requires the standard preposition used with the verb "fight" to denote struggling desperately
to survive or preserve one's existence. a) for: forms the established English idiom "fight for
one's life" (to struggle desperately to survive against death or fatal injury). b) with: indicates
struggling against an opponent or alongside someone. c) at: denotes a target or location. d)
about: indicates concerning or regarding.
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In Hindi:
e g sentence WW@I’WW*WJETZS et e Shaa iR Ala &

T T I &l describe FIATE | Verb "fought” o AT STIT g1 ahl ST9T S2UTeT aTer
standard idiom & W preposition CARICERCSI %I a) for: g IGIEEG] W
3TTRTTFT "fight for one's life" (foigaly &Y ST 5T/ AT &=t & ToIT Toy &=a) &7
HTAh preposition &, ST context  perfectly fit 81dT &1 b) with: Ig TodT & I ar
3URYOT SRMTAT 8 | ¢) at: Tg TTeA/f8g ST 81 d) about: Tg &F IR H SMATE |
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