The Indian Express Editorial — By English Madhyam

For a small fee, UPI has become stronger

The National Payments Corporation of India (NPCI) has announced that UPI transactions over Rs 2,000
will attract a fee of 0.4 per cent from October 15. Called the Merchant Discount Rate (MDR), the fee,
capped at Rs 300 per transaction, applies only to person-to-merchant (P2M) transactions. The Union

Ministry of Finance has stated that banks have been “advised” to ensure merchants — e-commerce
websites, grocery shops or shopkeepers, receiving more than Rs 1 lakh per month from customers
paying through UPI — do not pass on the cost to customers. It has also been clarified that for certain
categories of transactions — such as UPI payments received for rail tickets, fuel and agricultural inputs,
credit card dues, telecom or utility bills, insurance premiums, and tax payments — a flat merchant fee
of Rs 5 will be charged from merchants. There are several reasons why this decision should be
welcomed.

These changes follow the passage of the Taxation and Other Laws (Amendment) Act, 2026 last month,
which built on the recommendations of the 32nd report of the Standing Committee on Finance. The
report had noted that “the absence of MDR makes the UPI ecosystem financially unsustainable”. The
MDR is the fee paid to the bank or payment service provider for processing digital transactions, and
crores of transactions take place each year. In 2025-26, for instance, there were more than 24,000
crore UPI transactions, and their total value was Rs 314 lakh crore. UPI was introduced in 2016 with an
MDR. The zero-MDR policy was adopted in 2020 to expand the adoption of digital transactions. The
balanced approach in the latest shift will ensure a sustainable revenue flow to invest, while also
enabling seamless digital payments for a large section of people — this could lead to greater reach.

The decision has attracted some criticism. The main Opposition party, for instance, has claimed the
move will hurt consumers, especially the poor ones. Such criticism is unfounded. More than 95 per
cent of UPI transactions are below the Rs 2,000 threshold. These changes do not apply to person-to-
person transactions, and critical public services will have a flat fee. There is an MDR on credit cards as
well. Allowing these charges will ensure more competition in the marketplace and better service

delivery. |[Practice Exercise]|

e Red/blue coloring of words in the sentence indicates subject verb relationship; where ‘red’
denotes ‘subject’ and ‘blue’ denotes ‘verb’.
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Vocabulary

Merchant Discount Rate (noun) - is the
rate charged to a merchant for the
payment processing of debit and credit

card transactions SITIR] Ycal (i?i?l&“vl

eleTeeT 9X oT3TeT Tell esh)

Cap (verb) - limit, restrict, ceiling, restrain,
control TIHAT dF AT
State (verb) - declare, express, announce,

articulate, proclaim BN T

Pass on (phrasal verb) - to refuse an
opportunity or decide not to take part in

something 3113 FGT=TT (18 T AT ST
GO O 3TeTe)

Flat (adjective) - fixed, uniform, constant,
single-rate, standard &R (¥ AT
Yeh)

Merchant (noun) - trader, retailer,
shopkeeper, vendor, businessman ST

Passage (noun) - enactment, approval,

adoption, clearance, passing W‘fﬁf(@m’
hTole ST UTH glet)

Ecosystem (noun) - network, environment,

framework, system, structure CHEERIGED
SEl
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9.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

Unsustainable (adjective) - unviable,
unmaintainable, untenable, ruinous, non-

viable ST fehTZ T 8Y

Take place (phrase) - to occur, or happen
e glem

For instance (phrase) - for example, such
as WETUTQ?T%I'U

Sustainable (adjective) - viable,
maintainable, durable, feasible, long-

Iastingm

Seamless (adjective) - smooth,
uninterrupted, flawless, continuous,

frictionless o1 fh &l Tehrde &
Lead to (phrasal verb) - to result, cause, or

bring about T ShIXUT Tl

Criticism (noun) - censure, disapproval,
critique, condemnation, objection

3TAISAT

Unfounded (adjective) - baseless,
groundless, unjustified, unwarranted,

unproven ToRTIR
Threshold (noun) - limit, boundary, cut-off,
benchmark, margin dT&T
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Summary of the Editorial

1. The NPClI has announced that UPI transactions above 2,000 will attract a 0.4% Merchant
Discount Rate (MDR) from October 15.

2. The MDR will be capped at X300 per transaction and will apply only to person-to-merchant
(P2M) payments.

3. The fee will be charged to merchants, such as e-commerce platforms, grocery stores, and other
businesses, rather than directly to consumers.

4. Banks have been advised to ensure that merchants receiving more than X1 lakh per month
through UPI do not pass the MDR cost on to customers.

5. Certain essential transactions, including rail tickets, fuel, agricultural inputs, utility bills,
insurance premiums, tax payments, and credit-card dues, will attract a flat X5 merchant fee.

6. The editorial argues that introducing a limited MDR is necessary to make the UPI ecosystem
financially sustainable.

7. The changes follow the Taxation and Other Laws (Amendment) Act, 2026, which incorporated
recommendations from the Standing Committee on Finance.

8. The committee had highlighted that the complete absence of MDR could make the UPI
ecosystem financially unsustainable because digital payment processing involves significant
costs.

9. UPI has experienced enormous growth: during 2025-26, more than 24,000 crore transactions
were recorded, with a total value of around X314 lakh crore.

10. UPI originally operated with an MDR after its introduction in 2016, but the government
adopted a zero-MDR policy in 2020 to encourage wider digital-payment adoption.

11. The latest policy attempts to balance affordability and accessibility with the need to create a
sustainable revenue stream for banks and payment-service providers.

12. The additional revenue could support continued investment in payment infrastructure,
potentially improving the reach and quality of digital-payment services.

13. The decision has faced criticism, with the main Opposition party arguing that the charges could
hurt consumers, particularly poorer sections.

14. The editorial considers this criticism unfounded, pointing out that more than 95% of UPI
transactions are below the 2,000 threshold, while person-to-person payments remain outside
the new MDR.

15. Overall, the editorial argues that a limited merchant-side fee, while protecting consumers and
essential services, can strengthen UPI’s financial sustainability, competition, and service
delivery without undermining its widespread use.
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Practice Exercise: SSC Pattern Based
1. What does the phrase "financially unsustainable" in the passage most likely refer to?
[Editorial Page]
The psychological resistance of merchants to adopting new digital payment modes.
The inability of the network to fund its own maintenance without service revenue.
The legislative conflict between the NPCI and the Standing Committee on Finance.
D. The physical failure of banking servers due to the high volume of transactions.
2. Inthe author's view, what determines whether the new MDR supports or undermines the
digital economy?
A. The ability of the NPCI to regulate the stock market performance of the banks.
B. The frequency with which the Standing Committee updates its legislative reports.
C. The effectiveness of the safeguards preventing the transfer of costs to users.
D. The popularity of specific e-commerce platforms among the rural populations.
3. Whatisthe tone of the passage regarding the reintroduction of fees?
A. Pragmatic
B. Cautionary
C. Supportive
D. Alarmist
4. Which category is NOT mentioned as receiving a flat merchant fee of Rs 5?
A. Payments for tax obligations
B. Purchase of agricultural inputs
C. Settlements for telecom services
D. Bookings for luxury hotel stays
5. According to the findings of the Standing Committee, what was the primary threat to the UPI
ecosystem prior to 2026?
A. The rapid increase in the number of merchants receiving high-value monthly payments.
B. The potential for e-commerce websites to monopolize the digital transaction market.
C. The lack of coordination between the Union Ministry and the private banking sector.
D. The structural inability to support the network due to the absence of service fees.
6. Select the most appropriate meaning of the givenidiom.
Lose your marbles
A. To handle stress
B. To be patient
C. Togoinsane
D. To lower down anger
7. Choose the most suitable one-word substitution for the following.
A short version of a written text with only the main points.
A. Precis
B. Extract
C. Excerpt
D. Epilogue
8. Select the most appropriate SYNONYM of the given word.
VACILLATE
A. Waver

ow 2z
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B. Decide
C. Commit
D. Resolve

9. Select the most appropriate ANTONYM of the underlined word in the given sentence.
The political opponent attempted to defame the minister by spreading unverified allegations
through social media, hoping that the reputational damage would force her resignation before
the truth could be established.

A. Slander

B. Malign

C. Vilify

D. Praise

10. Select the most appropriate SYNONYM of the given word.

FIDELITY

A. Betrayal

B. Treachery

C. Disloyalty

D. Loyalty

11. Select the option that best describes the meaning of the phrase “Bridge the deficit.”
A. means a statement or explanation sounds genuine and authentic
B. to listen or watch carefully and focus on something specific
C. to cover or make up for a shortfall, gap, or loss
D. tolead to a particular result or change into something else
12. Select the most appropriate ANTONYM of the underlined word in the given sentence.
The ceasefire provided a brief respite from the fighting, allowing aid organisations to reach
civilian populations that had been cut off for weeks and to begin distributing food, medicine,
and emergency supplies.

A. Relief

B. Pause

C. Continuation

D. Rest

13. Choose the incorrectly spelt word

A. Nostalgic

B. Avariciuos

C. Hegemony

D. Clemency
14. Direction: In the following question, the first and the last sentences of the passage are

numbered S1 and S6. The rest of the passage is split into four parts and named A, B, C, and D.

Rearrange these four parts to form a meaningful, logical, and coherent passage.

S1. One of the hallmarks of a champion outfit is the propensity to eke out match-turning

performances from different quarters and not depend on just one or two individuals to carry

the day.

A. There is a reason why they have won the last two T20 World Cups, there is a reason why
they have been able to tide over potentially crippling loss of personnel through injuries and
still put out formidable, fighting fit units.
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15.

16.

17.

18.

B. India have numerous fallback options for almost every position when it comes to the T20
format, specifically.

C. India are nothing if not a champion outfit, their 20-over June misadventures in Ireland and
England notwithstanding.

D. Especially from a batting standpoint, there is so much depth and quality and choices that it
is inevitable that many who might have walked into any other side are not even on the
fringes of consideration for selection.

S6. Why, India didn’t think twice before giving Suryakumar Yadav the heave-ho immediately

after the Mumbaikar masterminded a successful defence of the World Cup, and that too on

home soil — neither feat accomplished previously.

A. C-B-A-D

B. C-A-B-D

C. A-C-B-D

D. C-A-D-B

Change the following sentence into the Active form:

The board was made to reconsider the proposal after a strong shareholder backlash.

A. The board reconsidered the proposal after a strong shareholder backlash.

B. A strong shareholder backlash made the board reconsider the proposal.

C. Astrong shareholder backlash was made to reconsider the proposal.

D. After a strong shareholder backlash, the board was forced to reconsider the proposal.

Select the correct spelling of the underlined word in the following sentence.

The architect was praised for the acomodation of modern design elements within the historic

building.

A. acommadation

B. accomodation

C. accommodation

D. accomoddation

Direction: Rearrange the following four sentences (P, Q, R, S) in the proper sequence to form

a meaningful, logical, and coherent paragraph.

P. Eachregion, language, social class, and historical moment has shaped its own idea of who

Krishna was, and what he meant.

Q. Medieval Bhakti saints worshipped Krishna but they also reinvented him, through poetry,

song, philosophy, theatre, and ritual.

R. India does not have one Krishna, it has many.

S. These Krishnas reflect local anxieties, political pressures, caste negotiations, gender ideals,

and spiritual aspirations.

A. R-Q-P-S
B. P-R-Q-S
C. R-P-S-Q
D. R-P-Q-S

A sentence has been given with a blank to be filled with an appropriate word. Choose the
correct alternative.

Every person should know their own , What their skill setis and how unique they are
A. fecundities
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B. calamities
C. punctualities
D. specialties

19. Select the most appropriate option to fill in the blank and make a grammatically correct
sentence.
According to the latest government reports, the national unemployment rate is expected to
____5.2% by the end of the quarter.

A. Stand at
B. Reinin
C. Leadto

D. Account for

20. Identify the segment in the sentence which contains a grammatical error.One should (A) / not
hate (B) / the poors. (C) / No error (D)
A. One should
B. not hate
C. the poors.
D. No error
Read the cloze passage and answer the following questions:
The first king cobra | ever saw was neither in a zoo nor on a television screen. It was in the
courtyard of my grandfather’s brother's house, its magnificent hood fully spread, swaying
gently, as though it were the undisputed monarch of the land. To my young mind, it was the
very embodiment of death. | stood (1) transfixed. My grandfather walked towards it with
measured, unhurried steps. There was no trace of fearin his demeanour, no hint of hesitation.
In his hand was only the weathered wooden staff that rarely left his side. Then to my utter
astonishment, he spoke to the cobra. Whether he believed the snake understood him or
whether it was simply his way (5) confronting danger, | shall never know. But the quiet
firmness in his voice still echoes in my ears. The response was a long, angry hiss, the hood
flaring wider in contempt. Grandpa (2) admonished the snake almost as if he (3)
reasoning with a little child. When | was expecting the cobra to fly at him and strike, his staff

(4) in one swift, perfectly judged move. The cobra crumpled to the ground and silence

settled over the courtyard.

21. The word "transfixed" in the passage is closest in meaning to: (1)
A. mesmerized or motionless
B. restless
C. distracted
D. indifferent

22. Select the word that is the most appropriate antonym of "admonished" as used in the
passage: (2)
A. rebuked
B. scolded
C. praised
D. warned

23. Choose the correct auxiliary verb to fill in the blank: (3)
A s
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B. was
C. were
D. been
24. Choose the correct form of the verb to complete the sentence: (4)
A. descend
B. descending
C. descended
D. descends
25. Select the correct preposition to complete the sentence: (5)
A. of
B. with
C. for
D. about

Telegram channel: English Madhyam.
Website: www.englishmadhyam.in Page 8




The Indian Express Editorial — By English Madhyam

Answers

1. B 2.C 3.C 4.D 5D 6.C 7.A 8A 9D 10D 11.Cc 12C

13.B 14B 15B 16.C 17D 18D 19.A 20.C 21.A 22 23.C 24.C

25. A [Practice Exercise]|
Explanations

1. B) Theinability of the network to fund its own maintenance without service revenue.
passage: "The report had noted that 'the absence of MDR makes the UPI ecosystem financially
unsustainable'... The MDR is the fee paid to the bank or payment service provider for
processing digital transactions... The balanced approach in the latest shift will ensure a
sustainable revenue flow to invest." The passage connects "financially unsustainable" to the
absence of MDR — meaning without this fee, banks and payment service providers have no
revenue from processing transactions, making it hard for the UPI system to fund itself. The
passage further supports this by stating the new fee structure will "ensure a sustainable
revenue flow to invest," confirming that "financially unsustainable" refers to the system's
inability to generate the funds needed to sustain and invest inits own infrastructure —
matching Option (b).

Option (a) — Incorrect. The passage never mentions merchants having "psychological
resistance" to adopting digital payments. In fact, the passage discusses concerns about
protecting customers/merchants from cost pass-through, not about merchant reluctance to use
UPI.

Option (c) — Incorrect. The passage does not describe any "legislative conflict" between the
NPCI and the Standing Committee. In fact, it states the new changes "follow the passage of the
Taxation and Other Laws (Amendment) Act, 2026... which built on the recommendations" of
the Standing Committee — showing alignment and cooperation, not conflict.

Option (d) — Incorrect. The passage never mentions any "physical failure of banking servers."
While it does mention "crores of transactions" and high transaction volumes, this is used only
to illustrate the scale of UPI's usage, not to suggest any technical server failure.

2. C) The effectiveness of the safeguards preventing the transfer of costs to users.
passage: "The Union Ministry of Finance has stated that banks have been 'advised' to ensure
merchants... do not pass on the cost to customers... The balanced approach in the latest shift
will ensure a sustainable revenue flow to invest, while also enabling seamless digital payments
for a large section of people." The passage frames the new MDR as beneficial specifically
because it aims to be "balanced" — generating revenue for banks while still protecting ordinary
users from bearing the cost. The explicit mention that banks have been "advised" to prevent
merchants from passing costs to customers shows that this safeguard is central to whether the
policy succeeds in supporting (rather than harming) digital payment adoption. If this safeguard
fails and costs are passed on, it would undermine the "seamless digital payments for a large
section of people" that the passage praises — making Option C the correct match for what
determines the policy's positive or negative impact.

Option A — Incorrect. The passage never mentions the NPCI regulating "stock market
performance" of banks. passage, which focuses on transaction fees and revenue sustainability,
not stock markets.
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Option B— Incorrect. The passage mentions the Standing Committee's 32nd report only once,
as the source of the original recommendation — there is no discussion about how "frequently"
such reports are updated, nor is this framed as a factor affecting the digital economy's health.
Option D — Incorrect. The passage does not discuss the "popularity" of specific e-commerce
platforms among rural populations. While e-commerce websites are mentioned as one type of
merchant affected by the MDR, there is no discussion of platform popularity or rural adoption
patterns in the passage.

3. C) Supportive
passage: "There are several reasons why this decision should be welcomed... The balanced
approach in the latest shift will ensure a sustainable revenue flow to invest, while also enabling
seamless digital payments for a large section of people — this could lead to greater reach." The
author explicitly states the decision "should be welcomed" and frames the new fee structure as
a "balanced approach" that benefits both the system's sustainability and continued access for
users. This direct, positive endorsement — presenting the change as a well-designed
improvement — reflects a clearly supportive tone throughout the passage.

Option A — Incorrect. Pragmatic would mean the passage focuses purely on practical, matter-
of-fact considerations without endorsing or opposing the decision. However, the author does
more than describe the change neutrally — the phrase "should be welcomed" shows a clear
positive stance, going beyond a purely practical, neutral description.

Option B — Incorrect. Cautionary would mean warning readers about risks or downsides.
Instead, the passage explains why the change is beneficial (sustainable revenue, continued
access, greater reach) without raising concerns or warnings about negative consequences.
Option D — Incorrect. Alarmist would mean the passage exaggerates danger or provokes worry.
The passage does the opposite — it reassures readers that the shiftis "balanced" and
beneficial, showing confidence rather than alarm about the fee reintroduction.

4. D) Bookings for luxury hotel stays
passage: "It has also been clarified that for certain categories of transactions — such as UPI
payments received for rail tickets, fuel and agricultural inputs, credit card dues, telecom or
utility bills, insurance premiums, and tax payments — a flat merchant fee of Rs 5 will be
charged from merchants." The passage lists specific categories for the flat Rs 5 fee: rail tickets,
fuel, agricultural inputs, credit card dues, telecom/utility bills, insurance premiums, and tax
payments. "Luxury hotel stays" or hotel bookings of any kind are not mentioned in this list or
elsewhere in the passage, making Option (d) the category NOT mentioned.

Option (a) — (it IS mentioned). The passage lists "tax payments" as one of the categories
receiving the flatRs 5 fee.

Option (b) — (it IS mentioned). The passage explicitly lists "agricultural inputs" as one of the
categories receiving the flat Rs 5 fee.

Option (c) — (it IS mentioned). The passage explicitly lists "telecom or utility bills" as one of the
categories receiving the flat Rs 5 fee.

5. D) The structural inability to support the network due to the absence of service fees.
passage: "These changes follow the passage of the Taxation and Other Laws (Amendment) Act,
2026 last month, which built on the recommendations of the 32nd report of the Standing
Committee on Finance. The report had noted that 'the absence of MDR makes the UPI
ecosystem financially unsustainable.'" The passage attributes this finding to the Standing
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Committee's report, which explicitly states that without the MDR (a service fee), the UPI
ecosystem becomes "financially unsustainable" — meaning it lacks the structural financial
support needed to function and grow. This matches Option (D) precisely, identifying the
absence of fees as the core threat identified by the Committee.
Option (a) — Incorrect. The passage mentions merchants receiving "more than Rs 1 lakh per
month" only in the context of the current 2026 policy protecting customers from cost pass-
through — this is not something the Standing Committee identified as a "threat" to the
ecosystem; it is a detail about the new fee structure's safeguards, unrelated to the Committee's
findings.
Option (b) — Incorrect. The passage never mentions any concern about e-commerce websites
"monopolizing" the digital transaction market. E-commerce websites are only mentioned as
one type of merchant subject to the new fee structure — there is no discussion of market
monopolization riskin the passage.
Option (c) — Incorrect. The passage does not mention any "lack of coordination" between the
Union Ministry and banks as a finding of the Standing Committee. In fact, the passage shows
alignment — the government's actions "built on the recommendations” of the Committee —
suggesting cooperation.

6. C) Loseyour marbles (idiom) —To go insane I?I'F'IFTE?[GH:IT

7. A) Solution: A) Precis (noun) — A short summary of a text containing only the main points ﬂ'a'q/
R
e Extract (noun) — A short passage taken from a text %I
e Excerpt (noun) — A small part or passage taken from a book, article, etc. SGRUI / 3_[
e Epilogue (noun) — A section at the end of a literary work, often giving closure JUHER

8. A) Vacillate (verb) — To waver between different opinions or actions; to be indecisive; to
oscillate. STTHI]I, %W, Gﬁ@ﬁmwnonym: Waver (verb) —To become unsteady or
uncertain; to show indecision or doubt. SITHIII]I, fgtllra’)tll"ll, &rﬁ'@ﬁm
¢ Decide (verb) — To make a firm choice — antonym of vacillate. ﬁ'UT'q@Fﬂ
e Commit (verb) — To pledge oneself firmly to a course of action — antonym of vacillate. Qﬁa&'

* Resolve (verb) — To settle firmly on a course of action — opposite of vacillate. %ﬁ%fqm
9. D) Defame (verb) —To damage the good reputation of someone; to libel or slander; to make

false or damaging statements about a person. WW,ﬁETWTAntonym: Praise (verb)

— To express warm approval or admiration for someone; to commend; to speak highly of; the

opposite of defame. URIET BT, ARG

e Slander (verb) — To make false and damaging statements about someone; a synonym of

defame. BT TGATH! HAT, HGTHAT

e Malign (verb) — To say harmful and untrue things about someone; a synonym of defame.

ST AT, T Bl

o Vilify (verb) — To speak or write about someone in an abusively disparaging manner; a

synonym of defame. ﬁamgﬂ‘s‘m
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10.

11.
12.

13.
14.

D) Fidelity (noun) — Faithfulness and loyalty to a person, cause, or belief; the quality of being
true to one’s obligations. IBEIACEESGIRELAER Synonym: Loyalty (noun) — The quality of
giving firm and constant support and allegiance; faithfulness. ath‘mﬁ ﬁ'gT,

e Betrayal (noun) — The act of being disloyal — antonym of fidelity. ﬁ’d’lﬂ'ﬂ]ﬁ ¢IaT

¢ Treachery (noun) — Betrayal of trust — antonym of fidelity. ﬁ”d’lﬂ'ﬂﬁ, TI%'RQT

¢ Disloyalty (noun) — A lack of faithfulness — antonym of fidelity. @ratmé,

C) Bridge the deficit (phrase) —to cover or make up for a shortfall or gap. (Eﬂ% ﬁﬂ-ﬁtﬂé hI)
C) Respite (noun) — A short period of rest or relief from something difficult or unpleasant; a
temporary escape; a delay or reprieve. Iﬁ%ﬂﬁ, RTgd Antonym: Continuation (noun) —The
action of carrying something on over time or resuming after an interruption; the opposite of

respite. TR, STRY XGHT

* Relief (noun) — A feeling of reassurance and relaxation following release from anxiety; a
synonym of respite. XIgd,

¢ Pause (noun) — A temporary stop; a break; a synonym of respite. ﬁTII[, ogrld

¢ Rest (noun) — Cessation of work or movement; a period of relaxing; a synonym of respite.
3R, faym

B) The correct spelling of ‘Avariciuos’ is ‘Avaricious F’ﬁﬁf, NIELR

B) C-A-B-D

Explanation:

Hindi Explanation:

Sentence CS1H WW @ITQ"'ITW S1 ﬁ@ "champion outfit" (ﬁ@?ﬂ aﬂ) &
HTHTY TEI0T §ATE U § | Sentence C WY YR fobdre &1 &1 33 TRy ¥ Sisd gurifia
W%ﬁ? Gf[% W%W HRd W%ﬁlﬂ:{aﬂ % ("India are nothing if not a champion
outfit...") |

Sentence A Sentence C &1 follow B Hiifds $HJ:I' *RECN o™ "they" e YR
A1 ) Yehid Hrarg SR 3% Afiga g & 31 g (Ueaal dho fay U S $ik
el & FTacg Aol UHIGRI SARAT) Tdd HRAT5 |

Sentence B Sentence A %a'l_c"' HT@TW g Sentence Aﬁaﬁhaﬂﬁqﬁl@?ﬁm
Td HRUI 120 TRET & HgH T TF FHd1 6§ —X I & o8 TR A1 H Iuas fadwed
("numerous fallback options for almost every position") |

Sentence D Sentence B ® dlq AT 3R s6 ﬁa"ra?trs'@r@@m g Sentence B RS PR
[l &I Seciarol f[AHIT 1 3R higd Hd YA g fob Sectamol H TeRTs IR Iurax
ga 31 3 b g &4 7 wa: g 9 ard fRaarst ggiaa &t g H o A8 g 1 3id o, s6
T HAR T A 3R TTERTS HT STAd I&ERVT ¢d gU—TIHHR T1ed &1 fay Y foram &
I S1E STER B D1 d1d B AT —3S(IhH D dlfehds & I IO HRT 8 [English Explanation:

Sentence C follows S1 directly because S1 outlines the theoretical hallmark of a
"champion outfit," and Sentence C immediately anchors this concept to the Indian team
despite their brief setbacks in England and Ireland.

Sentence A follows Sentence C because the pronoun "they" refers directly to India,
justifying their champion status through tangible achievements —winning the lasttwo T20
World Cups and overcoming injury crises.
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15.

16.

17.

Sentence B follows Sentence A by pinpointing the structural reason for this resilience:
possessing numerous fallback options across positions, particularly inthe T20 format.

Sentence D follows Sentence B and links directly before S6 by narrowing the scope from
general squad depth to batting abundance, highlighting that exceptional players capable of
walking into other national teams cannot even break into consideration here. Finally, S6
provides the ultimate real-world proof of this ruthless batting depth by citing the dropping of
World Cup-winning captain Suryakumar Yadav despite his historic triumph.

B) A strong shareholder backlash made the board reconsiderthe proposal.

Active I Passive Voice & T & SIJUR Passive I Active T daald T Object/Receiver of
action T Active T ObjectWTGﬂ?ﬂ% G'ﬁT S WWIHT% 3 Subject EF'lTCITGI'I?iT% | %Q M
TR H Passive TXTAT “was made to reconsider” %, I H “the board” tIT$I'QCW_CIT5IT TI'*IIT%I
waﬁ%%%{ﬂwﬁ board I reconsiderﬁ%ﬁﬂwml HE:[JEIEWUT “a
strong shareholder backlash” %, SR Active 1§fSubject EHTEITGHFIT% 3ﬁTVerb made ...
reconsider Active U T 1T SITd] %I

To convert a Passive sentence into Active form, the doer or cause of the action becomes the
subject and the passive verb phrase changes into its active structure. Here, “the board was
made to reconsider” shows compulsion, so the cause “a strong shareholder backlash” becomes
the subject and the verb becomes made the board reconsider.

C) Accommodation (noun) —lodging, housing, residence, shelter, quarters. (3dIH /Wﬁﬁ
GadR)

D) R-P-Q-S

Explanation:

Hindi Explanation:

Sentence R w56 D1 YT BT Hilfch Tg URTITHD a1 (introductory
sentence) %I ZI’G'@?TW‘IQ‘Wﬁ% Wﬁaﬂ WW%%‘T YR & Bhad Uh p
:I%)[%,a'%ﬁ WW% ("India does not have one Krishna, it has many.") |

Sentence P Sentence R 1 follow quﬁ' Y sentence R P HYF BT AR
HRAT G 3R FATd & [ TP &, UINT, THTOTS o 3R UfTgTRIG &0 7 H1 o WRed 3R
31 P ST 3T BRI T B |

Sentence Q Sentence P %I'TEITE{ GHWTW ZI%’W%&TQ irﬁ%ﬁa?m@'—
HEODHTA Hidd 3MTaITH ("Medieval Bhakti saints")—®1 Gﬁ?@@?ﬂ% 3R e2rfar g fr »a Il
 Hfad, 1d, TR IR TTHT & A1e9H W W 6] AT S|

Sentence S Sentence Q % STG SATTT 3R RS §=1T| SH T dg e U Ugay
"These Krishnas" (ﬁW) Sentence Q 3R p H faefa faft REIR] 3R Hfgd EUl o defiid
IRATE, S QI fdraf, SforTd darel 3R STeatdid sabiensti ol axd g |
English Explanation:

Sentence R serves as the standalone introductory sentence, positing the foundational
premise: India does not possess a singular Krishna, but rather a plurality of Krishnas.

Sentence P follows Sentence R directly by explaining how this plurality originated —
shaped across geographical regions, linguistic traditions, social classes, and historical moments.
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18.

19.

20.

21.

Sentence Q follows Sentence P by focusing on a pivotal historical context: medieval
Bhakti saints who not only worshipped Krishna but actively reconstructed and reimagined him
through cultural mediums like poetry, theatre, philosophy, and song.

Sentence S follows Sentence Q as the logical conclusion. The demonstrative noun
phrase "These Krishnas" refers back to the myriad localized reinventions described in Q and P,
synthesizing how they mirror societal anxieties, caste negotiations, and spiritual ideals.

D) Specialties' ®Tuse Eﬁ"'ﬂ@ﬁg "specialties"ﬁ&f?-fa?ﬂ %Ww@rﬁﬁ@wﬁwm
ﬁﬁl@?ﬂl Sentence ﬁm%w%ﬁ?awﬁﬁ&mﬁﬁm, &mﬁﬁma@‘dsﬁ?
G'Fq:ﬁ&la%ofﬂﬁlﬂ CAICE! TﬁlT%'Q, Eﬂﬁ*l'q 'specialties’ ZIBTF?TW%I 'Fecundities' BT 3
gIdT 8 SUSITSUA, *Calamities' BT HAE 81dT & 3MUGTY, 3R 'Punctualities' T 37 BT §
W&I'QT, \_rhsﬂ context H flhe qﬁab';dl

Specialties' should be used because it refers to a person's particular area of expertise or
distinction. The sentence is conveying that every person should be aware of their unique
attributes, their skill set, and what makes them unique, making 'specialties' the correct word
here. 'Fecundities' means fruitfulness, 'Calamities' means disasters, and 'Punctualities' means
being on time, which are not suitable in this context.

A) Stand at

Stand at @[ use él:il EIT%'QEP:hﬁ? 'Stand at' P[ meaning Wparticular level,

amount, Il position UTEPFH%I Sentence stateW%ﬁ? national unemployment rate,
quarter & end TP 5.2% P level 1~"ITQEefa5°[expected % mﬁw Stand at'
appropriate %I Reinin' &1 meaning control Ul restrain W_"IT%, Lead to' hT

meaning cause Yl result in Eﬁ:ﬂ%, GﬁT 'Account for' DT meaning forett particular

part Il amount Bl form W%, o @raﬁ% 1 sentence & context H fit :lﬁaa_cﬂl

Stand at should be used because 'Stand at' means to be at a particular level, amount, or
position. The sentence states that the national unemployment rate is expected to be at the
level of 5.2% by the end of the quarter, making 'Stand at' appropriate here. 'Reinin' means to
control or restrain, 'Lead to' means to cause or result in, and 'Account for' means to form a
particular part or amount, none of which fit the context of the sentence.
C) 'the poors' & I "the poor'mmma@% 'the + adjective' structure (the poor, the
rich, the young, the old) %ﬁ@ﬁ@ plural group B represent W%I S adjectives Hs'
plural 81 ST ST I 'the poor' will be used instead of 'the poors' because 'the +
adjective' constructions (the poor, the rich, the young, the old) already function as plural nouns
representing a group. Adding 's' to such adjectives is grammatically incorrect.@ Correct
sentence: One should not hate the poor.
A) mesmerized or motionless
The passage describes the narrator becoming completely frozen and rooted to the spot out of
sheer awe and terror upon seeing the king cobra ("l stood transfixed"). The question asks for
the word closest in meaning to "transfixed" (meaning rendered motionless through wonder,
fear, or fascination). a) mesmerized or motionless: directly captures the state of being held
motionless and spellbound. b) restless: means unable to rest or relax (antonym). c) distracted:
means having one's attention diverted. d) indifferent: means showing no interest or concern.
In Hindi:
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22.

23.

24,

TE sentence [T HITRT D] TTH AP P AfD [T 3R 4T T Sisad/ A WS I8
("stood transfixed") BT describe W_CIT%I Question H "transfixed" (W/F\QIT) P19 Tlh
synonym tljﬂquT%I a) mesmerized or motionless: YYD meaning 'W,WW TIﬁIBQI:['
Eﬂ?ﬂ%, ST "transfixed" %ﬂ?{?—fﬁ perfectly match W%I b) restless: RHPT meaning a%ltffﬂ?ﬂ
%I c) distracted: YYD meaning foaferd Eﬁ?ﬂ%l d) indifferent: Y M1 meaning G_Q"I?ﬂ:f fﬂ?ﬂ%l

C) praised

The passage describes the grandfather speaking firmly and scolding the cobra as if

reprimanding a stubborn child ("Grandpa admonished the snake"). The question asks for the

antonym of "admonished" (meaning reprimanded, warned, or scolded firmly). a) rebuked:

means expressed sharp disapproval (synonym). b) scolded: means reprimanded angrily

(synonym). c) praised: means expressed warm approval or admiration, serving as the direct

antonym of "admonished." d) warned: means informed of danger (synonym).

In Hindi:

g sentence FHESIER DI DI W@%ﬁ aﬁmaﬁ YT HEHR T ("admonished")

P describe W%I Question H "admonished" (SICT/BCHRI) BT direct antonym PEIRIEI %’I

a) rebuked: YYDT meaning thchR ?FTI_EE (synonym) Eﬂ?ﬂ%l b) scolded: THPT meaning SicT

(synonym) Eﬁ?ﬂ%l c) praised: SYP[ meaning YR D I ARG D (approved/commended)
%, o "admonished" T direct antonym %I d) warned: P meaning %IﬂTa:ﬁ_Qp[Eﬂ?ﬂ%l

C) were
The sentence describes an unreal, imaginary comparison using the subjunctive mood
introduced by "as if" (almost asifhe ___ reasoning with a little child). In formal English

grammar, hypothetical or contrary-to-fact comparisons following "as if" or "as though" strictly
require the subjunctive past plural form "were" regardless of the subject being singular ("he").
a)is:is present tense indicative. b) was: is indicative past; while used colloquially, the standard
subjunctive requires "were" for hypothetical conditions. c) were: is the correct past subjunctive
verb denoting animaginary condition (as if he were). d) been: is a participle that cannot
function alone.

In Hindi:

g sentence "as if" (uﬁﬁ@)%mmﬁwwm JaRaided fufa (subjunctive
mood) P! describe W%% dldl\rlnl g9 @Qﬁ d[d W?% ﬁrn:ﬁa'a' ﬁs‘aﬁns‘rl
Subjunctive mood H singular subject (he) o 1Y Ht T BRI b HTAR Hleu-dh [Ryfd
m%%ﬁ "were" h[ useﬁ?_QTGﬂT‘lT%I a) is: Ug present tense %I b) was: Ug indicative past
%I c) were: Ug formal subjunctive verb %\_rﬁ"as if he were..." ] BTAH AT H
grammatically perfectly fit Eﬂ?ﬂ%l d) been: Ug participle %I

C) descended

The passage describes a completed historical action in the past narrative where the staff came
down swiftly onto the cobra (his staff in one swift, perfectly judged move). The narrative
timeframe strictly requires the simple pasttense verb (V2). a) descend: is a base present verb,
breaking pasttense harmony. b) descending: is a present participle that cannot act as a finite
verb without an auxiliary verb. c) descended: is the simple past tense form (V2) correctly
completing the predicate. d) descends: is a third-person singular present verb.
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In Hindi:
T sentence 31 & Th gl e T duoil T I TRA o1 fU@ el U1 BT describe HIATR | Past
narrative Wﬁ% WH@W%Wﬁsimple pastverb (V2) aﬁ\"rﬂWT%I a)
descend: Ug present base form %I b) descending: g participle %Gﬁﬁ:ﬂ helping verb P finite
verb ﬁWWI c) descended: g verb 'descend' DT past form (V2) %\_Shpast narrative &1
I I H perfectly fit ﬁm% | d) descends: g present tense verb % I

25. A) of
The sentence describes the grandfather's characteristic method or manner of facing peril
(simply his way confronting danger). Blank (5) requires the standard preposition used
with the noun "way" when followed by a gerund (-ing form) to denote method. a) of: is the
standard preposition completing the construction "way of doing something" (way of
confronting). b) with: indicates accompaniment or instrument. c) for: indicates purpose but
does not collocate with "way" before a gerund. d) about: indicates concerning/regarding.
In Hindi:
g sentence TR BTHHATHIA B cildl\rlnl RS AT §|5’1| ®1 describe W%| Noun "way"
& 91 old gerund (V1 + -ing, o confronting) 311?“%, RIREL] E'Q'Iﬁgﬁﬁ‘l'q standard
preposition "of" [ use a?ﬂ%l a) of: Tg [Mfgd expression "way of confronting danger" (HTHAT
B BT dQnIObI) D[ HIh preposition %, S context H perfectly fit Eﬁ?ﬂ%l b) with: g H1Y T

I SRIATR | ¢) for: TS I SUIATR | d) about: T8 & IR H SIS |
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