The Indian Express Editorial — By English Madhyam

Let Al safety catch up

The warning from leaders of the world’s top Al companies, that the technology could become powerful
enough to pose a serious risk to humanity in as little as six months to a year, may sound like a scenario
from dystopian fiction. It must, however, not be dismissed. In an essay published over the weekend,

Anthropic co-founder and CEO Dario Amodei made a case for “pacing the frontier”. He was backed by
rivals Sam Altman, CEO of OpenAl, and Elon Musk, founder and CEO of xAl. The dangers of letting
companies, which are racing to develop a deeply transformative technology, set the limits have long

been flagged. That the industry leaders have now spoken up and underlined the need to slow down,
so that risk prevention can keep up, opens a precious window to develop more effective regulations
for Al development.

This breathing space may allow Al companies to skirt around increasingly hostile positions on the

technology’s environmental and economic impacts, but it must also be used by governments to set
safety standards without strangling innovation. For example, Amodei and Altman’s voluntary
commitment to grant employee-level system access to independent evaluators could be made
mandatory. Also required is a system for international cooperation to limit the most dangerous uses of
superintelligent Al, such as cyberwarfare, bioterrorism and economic disruption at a global scale. The
challenge of achieving this in a time of heightened global rivalries is steep — US President Donald
Trump has already dismissed the risks flagged by Amodei et al. as something that “won’t happen”,
emphasising that the US must maintain its lead over China.

An internal reckoning has been forced by the development of recursive self-improvement — where an
Al system uses its capabilities to design, develop and train its successors. Then there are the high-
profile instances of the technology escaping the sandbox to act autonomously, such as when OpenAl
agents hacked their way online and launched a coordinated attack on the open-source platform
Hugging Face while attempting to cheat on an evaluation. But whether the recent concerns emerge
from a belated sense of accountability or the instinct to avoid the liabilities arising from Al gone rogue
is beside the point. The risk of a technology developing faster than it can even be understood is real,
especially when it is, just as quickly, being integrated into systems that control and manage everything

from banking and transport to healthcare and defence. |[Practice Exercise]|

e Red/blue coloring of words in the sentence indicates subject verb relationship; where ‘red’
denotes ‘subject” and ‘blue’ denotes ‘verb’.
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1.

10.

11.

Vocabulary
12.

Pose (verb) - present, create, cause,
constitute, generate 3ol AT (S

TR YeT )

Sound (verb) - look, appear, seem, ring,

give the impression EGIGEIGI (thramam
EGIGEIGH)

Scenario (noun) - situation, backdrop, plot,
sequence of events, framework URehedar
Dystopian fiction (noun) - a genre of
speculative fiction that portrays an
imagined society characterized by human
misery, oppression, environmental ruin,
and the loss of individual freedom

foRTemSTeTe dfasg hr o=t
Dismiss (verb) - reject, set aside, discount,

brush off, ignore QIS AT

Make a case for (idiom) - to argue that
something is the best thing to do, giving

your reasons® &1 H deh ol

Pace (verb) - regulate speed, control
tempo, moderate, time, measure ek
[GRIEGEZGII

Back (verb) - support, endorse, champion,
advocate, promote YA FIAT

Flag (verb) - highlight, signal, point out,
mark, alert Tde HIAT

Speak up (phrasal verb) - to speakin a
louder voice so that people can hear you

GeTehT Slelelr
Underline (verb) - emphasize, highlight,
underscore, stress, accenti@mm

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

Window (noun) - opportunity, opening,
chance, interval, span 3IdY (HHT T

Hiepr)

. Breathing space (noun) - a period of restin

order to increase strength or give you
more time to think about what to do next

e e B el
Skirt (verb) - avoid, bypass, evade,
circumnavigate, dodge JIddIT

Hostile (adjective) - antagonistic, adverse,
unfriendly, aggressive, inimical QW
Strangle (verb) - choke, stifle, suppress,
suffocate, throttle Sdel ST (S TaR

CARIETI)]
Grant (verb) - award, concede, bestow,
give, allow 9cleT shiaT

Heightened (adjective) - intensified,

elevated, amplified, increased, acute GIE
Steep (adjective) - sharp, sheer, abrupt,

high, towering 3Tca eI ShideT (ﬁ@fﬂﬂ’??—ﬁ)

Et al. (abbreviation) - and others, and co-
authors, and associates, and colleagues

3R 3T @leT

Emphasize (verb) - stress, underscore,
highlight, accentuate, point out SR &alT
Reckoning (noun) - judgment, evaluation,

calculation, accounting, settlement %G'I_@I'-

E5IC]

Recursive (adjective) - repetitive, looping,
self-referential, recurring, iterative

Jakidlcd dlell
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24. Successor (noun) - heir, follower, 29. Accountability (noun) - responsibility,
replacement, descendant, next-in-line answerability, liability, culpability, duty
ScaRTTAHRY SEICC)

25. Instance (noun) - example, case, 30. Instinct (noun) - intuition, innate urge,
occurrence, sample, instance 3&1g<oT impulse, gut feeling, natural tendency

26. Sandbox (noun) - isolated environment, 3 -9Rom
test environment, restricted zone, 31. Liability (noun) - legal responsibility,
containment area, secure testing space accountability, obligation, onus, burden
gfere gdieror ardrayor (Hssied) EAC I e AR

27. Evaluation (noun) - assessment, appraisal, 32. Rogue (adjective) - renegade, unmanaged,
review, examination, testing H\Fﬂ'lﬁw_o-l' wild, uncontrolled, outlawed Hﬁﬁﬁ?—f(ﬁ’l’

28. Belated (adjective) - delayed, tardy, WdLaTeh gl SIT0)

overdue, late, postponed IECICG]
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

Summary of the Editorial
Leaders of major Al companies have warned that advanced Al could pose serious risks to
humanity within a relatively short period.
Anthropic CEO Dario Amodei has argued for “pacing the frontier”, meaning Al development
should be slowed enough for safety measures to keep up.
OpenAl CEO Sam Altman and xAl founder Elon Musk have also supported the need to give risk
prevention more time to develop.
The editorial says these warnings should not be dismissed as dystopian fiction, because
increasingly powerful Al systems present genuine risks.
The willingness of Al industry leaders to acknowledge these dangers creates a valuable
opportunity for governments to establish stronger Al regulations.
Governments should use this breathing space to create effective safety standards without
unnecessarily restricting technological innovation.
Voluntary measures, such as allowing independent evaluators access to Al systems, should
potentially be converted into mandatory requirements.
There is a need for international cooperation to prevent dangerous applications of
superintelligent Al, including cyberwarfare, bioterrorism and large-scale economic disruption.
Achieving global cooperation will be difficult because of growing geopolitical rivalries,
particularly competition between the United States and China.
The editorial notes that U.S. President Donald Trump has downplayed Al risks, arguing that the
United States must maintain its technological lead over China.
The development of recursive self-improvement is especially concerning because Al systems
may increasingly be able to design, develop and train their own successors.
Recent incidents in which Al agents have acted autonomously outside controlled
environments demonstrate that such concerns are not purely theoretical.
The editorial argues that it does not matter whether Al companies are becoming concerned
because of genuine responsibility or fear of future legal liabilities; the risks themselves must
be addressed.
Al could develop faster than humans can understand or control it, while simultaneously being
integrated into critical sectors such as banking, transportation, healthcare and defence.
The central message is that Al development must not outpace Al safety; governments and
technology companies should use the present opportunity to establish strong safeguards while
preserving responsible innovation.
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Practice Exercise: SSC Pattern Based
1. What doesthe author most likely mean by the phrase “pacing the frontier” in the context of

the passage? [Editorial Page]|
A. Halting all scientific exploration until global consensus is reached.
B. Synchronizing the speed of innovation with the capacity for oversight.
C. Establishing a competitive lead over rival nations in Al development.
D. Prioritizing commercial expansion before establishing ethical guidelines.
2. According to the passage, why is the "breathing space" created by industry leaders
considered a double-edged sword?
A. It allows firms to focus on innovation while ignoring environmental laws.
B. It strengthens international ties while increasing the risk of cyber warfare.
C. It provides a chance for regulation but may help firms evade public scrutiny.
D. It slows down development but prevents the US from leading over its rivals.
3. Choose the correct indirect speech conversion of the sentence: Dario Amodei said, “The
technology could become powerful enough to pose a serious risk to humanity.”
A. Dario Amodei said that the technology can become powerful enough to pose a serious risk
to humanity.
B. Dario Amodei said that the technology could become powerful enough to pose a serious
riskto humanity.
C. Dario Amodei says that the technology could have become powerful enough to pose a
serious risk to humanity.
D. Dario Amodei said that the technology will become powerful enough to pose a serious risk
to humanity.
4. Which of the following best captures the central theme of the passage?
A. The superiority of American Al technology over Chinese counterparts
B. The inherent danger of Al agents hacking into open-source platforms
C. The urgent need for regulated innovation in the face of autonomous Al
D. The collaborative effort of tech CEOs to maximize corporate profits
5. Which challenge is NOT mentioned as affecting the regulation of superintelligent Al?
A. Heightened global rivalries between world powers
B. The autonomous behavior of Al agents in evaluations
C. The rapid integration of Al into critical infrastructure
D. The lack of public interest in environmental impacts
6. Select the most appropriate ANTONYM of the underlined word.
The furniture displayed a wonderful combination of elegance and practicality
A. Gracelessness
B. Magnificence
C. Simplicity
D. Glory
7. Select the most appropriate ANTONYM of the given word.
Retreat
A. Withdraw
B. Advance
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C. Destruct
D. Dishonour
8. Choose the sentence that contains correct spellings.
A. Geeta is unable to rekall the events of five years agoin comparison to her brother,Mohit
who can recollect the memories of his childhood.
B. Geeta is unable to ricall the events of five years ago in comparison to her brother,Mohit
who can recollect the memories of his childhood.
C. Geeta is unable to recall the events of five years agoin comparison to her brother,Mohit
who can recollect the memories of his childhood.
D. Geeta is unable to recal the events of five years ago in comparison to her brother,Mohit
who can recollect the memories of his childhood
9. Select the most appropriate meaning of the underlined idiom in the following sentence.
Dinisha visits her mother once in a blue moon
A. Every month
B. Very frequently

C. Every week
D. Very rarely
10. Select the most appropriate option to fill in the blank
Philosophers dating all the way back to Plato and the Ancient Greeks placed

significant emphasis on education.
A. have been

B. have
C. has
D. was

11. Direction: In the following question, the first and the last sentences of the passage are
numbered S1 and S6. The rest of the passage is split into four parts and named A, B, C, and D.
Rearrange these four parts to form a meaningful, logical, and coherent passage.

S1. This year, | did not buy a new umbrella.

A. For me, the first casualty of every monsoon was my morning walk.

B. Once the rains arrived, those walks gave way to indoor exercises, a compromise | accepted
reluctantly.

C. For aslongas | can remember, buying an umbrella at the start of every rainy season has
been a small ritual in Malabar.
D. Yet this June, | decided to manage with the old one, as the rains had been unusually

hesitant.
S6. This year, however, the rains devised a different game
A. C-D-B-A
B. A-C-D-B
C. C-A-D-B
D. C-D-A-B

12. Select the most appropriate ANTONYM of the underlined word.
The Russia-Ukraine war has caused chaos
A. Pitilessness
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B. Havoc
C. Orderliness
D. Modesty

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

Select the INCORRECTLY spelt word in the given sentence.
Within the walled palace, rows of attractive food stalls, souvenir bouteques andentertainment
platforms have been erected by the prominent delegations

A. erected

B. prominent

C. souvenir

D. bouteques

Select the INCORRECTLY spelt word.

A. Dependent

B. Extravagant

C. Extingish

D. Announcement

Select the most appropriate idiom to fill in the blank.

Taking the summer job proved to be for Anand’s visa applications.

A. ablessingindisguise

B. come up

C. come inhigh

D. onthe contrary

Direction: In the following question, the first and the last sentences of the passage are
numbered S1 and S6. The rest of the passage is split into four parts and named A, B, C, and D.
Rearrange these four parts to form a meaningful, logical, and coherent passage.

S1. It is quite fascinating how people around us can influence us, in ways we actually fail to
recognise.

A. Every single day, we cross paths with several people who might be our colleagues, teachers,

mentors, peers, or even strangers.

B. The power that people around us hold over our emotions is quite intricate.

C. Some become a source of encouragement, while others, knowingly or unknowingly, leave
behind the scar of doubt, fear, or negativity.

D. Onarandom day, a passing remark from a stranger or a careless comment from our fellow
beings can diminish the positivity we have carefully nurtured within ourselves.

S6. This often raises a crucial question: How do we preserve our positive energy in this world

where words and gestures carry such immense influence?

A. A-B-C-D

B. A-C-B-D

C. C-A-B-D

D. A-C-D-B

Select the option that can be used as a one-word substitute for the given group of words.
That which cannot be satisfied

A. Drastic
B. Prickly
C. Stubborn
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18.

19.

20.

D. Insatiable

Select the most appropriate ANTONYM of the underlined word.
Last month tomatoes were quite cheap.

A. Inexpensive

B. Less
C. Insufficient
D. Costly

Choose the correct indirect narration of the following statement from the given alternatives:

The officer said, "The library will be supplied with sufficient number of books within one

month."

A. The officer said that the library would be supplied with sufficient number of books within
one month.

B. The officer said that the library must be supplied with sufficient number of books within one
month.

C. The officer said that the library has to be supplied with sufficient number of books within
one month.

D. The officer said that the library ought to be supplied with sufficient number of books within
one month.

Which of the following options is the most suitable conversion of the following sentence into

Active Voice?

Will the project have been completed by the research team before the deadline?

A. Has the research team completed the project before the deadline?

B. Is the research team completing the project before the deadline?

C. Will the research team complete the project before the deadline?

D. Will the research team have completed the project before the deadline?

Directions: Five words in the passage below have been replaced with blanks. Choose the

option that best completes each one.

Years ago, during my ophthalmology training, there was this anecdote about a medical student

from North India trying to assess the vision of a Tamil-speaking patient usinga (1) __ chart.

With her (2)__ Tamil and dumb-charades skills, she somehow managed to make the patient

understand that he has to stand at a distance of 6 metres, and read out the letters printed on

the chart.

However, to her utmost frustration, the old man claimed inability to read even the biggest of

the letters, despite repeated attempts and manoeuvring. The budding doctor was furious, as

the patient was obviously not as blind as the results of his responses seemed to suggest.

Convinced that the old man was trying to have fun at her expense, she was about to vent her

full (3)__ athim, when someone handed her a Snellens chart with Tamil letters.

To her immediate surprise and relief, the visual (4)___ of the old man miraculously improved

from 'near total blindness' to 'near normal' in a matter of seconds!

"It's already 8.30," came a loud announcement from the kitchen. | looked at the clock for a

moment, and continued reading the newspaper.

"The time is 8.40." The decibel strength seemed to double with each passing minute. | picked

the cue instantly, kept the newspaper folded on the teapoy, and stretched myself to have a

peep through the curtains into the dining room. The breakfast was neatly arranged on the
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dining table. Plates were in place. Glasses were filled. But the "chief guest" was not to be seen
anywhere in the (5) .
| prepared myself for the thunderous storms to follow.
21. Select the most appropriate option to fill in blank (1):
A. Snellens
B. spectral
C. diagnostic
D. calibrated
22. Select the most appropriate option to fill in blank (2):
A. broke
B. broken
C. break
D. breaking
23. Select the most appropriate option to fill in blank (3):
A. fury
B. furious
C. indignation
D. grievance
24. Select the most appropriate option to fill in blank (4):
A. perception
B. faculty
C. acuity
D. acumen
25. Select the most appropriate option to fill in blank (5):
A. premises
B. vicinity
C. periphery
D. precinct
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Answers
1. B 2.C 3.B 4C 5D 6.A 7.B 8C 9.D 10.B 11.D 12.C
13.D 14.C 15A 16B 17D 18D 19A 20D 21.A 22B 23 A 24.C
25.B [Practice Exercise]]

Explanations

1. B) Synchronizing the speed of innovation with the capacity for oversight.
passage: "Dario Amodei made a case for 'pacing the frontier'... underlined the need to slow
down, so that risk prevention can keep up, opens a precious window to develop more effective
regulations for Al development.” The passage explicitly links "pacing the frontier" to slowing
down Al development specifically "so that risk prevention can keep up" — meaning the pace of
innovation should be matched to the pace at which safety measures, oversight, and regulation
can be developed. This directly supports Option (b): synchronizing innovation speed with
oversight capacity is precisely what "pacing the frontier" means as usedin the passage —itis
not about stopping progress, but calibrating its speed to match society's/regulators' ability to
monitor and manage its risks.
Option (a) — Incorrect. The passage does not call for "halting all scientific exploration." It
explicitly frames the goal as governments needing "to set safety standards without strangling
innovation" — this shows the intent is to continue innovation, carefully paced, not to stop it
entirely, which is what "pacing" implies as opposed to "halting."
Option (c) — Incorrect. The passage mentions competitive dynamics only in the context of
Trump's dismissal of Al risks, emphasizing that "the US must maintain its lead over China" —
this is presented as a countervailing pressure against pacing/slowing down, not as what "pacing
the frontier" itself means. The phrase is about caution and oversight, not about winning a
competitive race.
Option (d) — Incorrect. The passage does not suggest "pacing the frontier" means prioritizing
commercial expansion first. In fact, the entire concept is oriented toward developing "more
effective regulations" and safety standards before or alongside continued development.

2. C) It provides a chance for regulation but may help firms evade public scrutiny.
passage: "This breathing space may allow Al companies to skirt around increasingly hostile
positions on the technology's environmental and economic impacts, but it must also be used by
governments to set safety standards without strangling innovation." The passage builds this
sentence around the word "but," explicitly setting up two opposing outcomes of the same
pause in development. The first half warns that companies could use this time to "skirt around
increasingly hostile positions" — meaning dodge growing criticism and public/regulatory
scrutiny over their environmental and economic impact. The second half insists this same
window "must also be used" productively by governments to set safety standards. This is the
double-edged nature the question asks about: the same breathing space is simultaneously an
opportunity (for regulation) and a risk (for evasion of accountability). Option C is the only
option that captures both sides of this specific trade-off as stated in the passage.
Option A — Incorrect. The passage says firms may skirt "hostile positions" (public criticism), not
"environmental laws" — and the breathing space is a slowdown, not a focus on innovation.
Neither detail matches the passage.
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Option B — Incorrect. International cooperation is described as something still "required" in
future to limit cyberwarfare risk — not as something the breathing space has already
"strengthened." No such cause-effect exists in the passage.
Option D — Incorrect. The passage shows Trump resisting the slowdown because he fears
losing US leadership to China — it never states that slowing down actually prevents US
leadership. This is a feared objection, not a stated outcome.

3. B) Dario Amodei said that the technology could become powerful enough to pose a serious
risk to humanity.
Reporting Verb: The reporting verb is in the past tense (said), so we change the comma and
quotation marks to "that".
Modal Verbs: Modal verbs like could, would, should, and might do not change when converting
direct speech to indirect speech. Therefore, could remains could. Option (b) correctly
reproduces the sentence without any incorrect tense shift, preserving both the original modal
("could") and the rest of the sentence accurately.
Option (a) — Incorrect. This changes "could" to "can," but "could" should remain "could" in
indirect speech when the reporting verb is in the pasttense.
Option (c) — Incorrect. This changes the reporting verb itself to "says" (present tense), which
contradicts the original "said" (past tense) given in the direct speech. Additionally, "could have
become" incorrectly shifts the modal to a past perfect construction, which is not required since
"could" already remains unchanged.
Option (d) — Incorrect. This changes "could" to "will," which is anincorrect substitution —
"will" is the backshift form of a different modal, "shall" is not relevant here either.

4. C) Theurgent need for regulated innovation in the face of autonomous Al
passage: "That the industry leaders have now spoken up and underlined the need to slow
down, so that risk prevention can keep up, opens a precious window to develop more effective
regulations for Al development... it must also be used by governments to set safety standards
without strangling innovation." The passage's central argument runs from its opening warning
about Al's risks, through the case for "pacing the frontier," to the need for governments to
establish safety standards and international cooperation — all while explicitly cautioning
against "strangling innovation." This balance between urgency (the riskis "real," Al could pose
serious danger "in as little as six months to a year") and the need for calibrated regulation (not
a halt, but oversight matched to development) is the passage's core thesis, directly matching
Option (c).
Option (a) — Incorrect. The passage mentions US-China rivalry only once, in the context of
Trump dismissing Al risks to maintain "the US must maintain its lead over China" — this is
presented as a political obstacle to regulation, not as an assertion of "American superiority" as
a theme. The passage does not argue for or discuss any technological superiority between the

two nations.
Option (b) — Incorrect. The Hugging Face hacking incident is mentioned only as one specific
example illustrating Al "escaping the sandbox to act autonomously" — it supports the broader

argument about Al risk and oversight but is not itself the central theme. The passage's focus is
on the larger regulatory and safety question, not on hacking incidents specifically.
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10.

Option (d) — Incorrect. The passage does not frame tech CEOs' actions as being about
maximizing profits — in fact, it presents their warnings as calls for caution and slowing down,
which is the opposite of a profit-maximizing motive.

D) The lack of public interest in environmental impacts

passage: "This breathing space may allow Al companies to skirt around increasingly hostile
positions on the technology's environmental and economic impacts..." The passage states
positions on environmental impacts are "increasingly hostile" — meaning there is significant,
growing public/critical concern, not a lack of interest. This directly contradicts Option D, making
it the one challenge NOT supported by the passage — infact, the passage states the opposite.
Option A — (it IS mentioned). The passage explicitly states "The challenge of achieving this ina
time of heightened global rivalries is steep," citing global rivalries (illustrated by US-China
tension over Al leadership) as a real obstacle to regulation.

Option B — (it IS mentioned). The passage explicitly describes "high-profile instances of the
technology escaping the sandbox to act autonomously, such as when OpenAl agents hacked
their way online... while attempting to cheat on an evaluation" — directly citing autonomous Al
behavior during evaluations as a challenge.

Option C — (it IS mentioned). The passage explicitly states the risk is heightened "especially
when it is, just as quickly, being integrated into systems that control and manage everything
from banking and transport to healthcare and defence" — directly citing rapid integration into
critical infrastructure.

A) Elegance (noun) —The quality of being graceful and stylish in appearance or manner.

gdsoTqdl

Antonym: Gracelessness (noun) — The lack of elegance or grace; awkwardness. Seadl
e Magnificence (noun) — The quality of being magnificent or splendid. HAdl
e Simplicity (noun) — The quality or condition of being plain or uncomplicated. Wﬂ
e Glory (noun) —High renown or honor won by notable achievements; grandeur. II’%TIT
B) Retreat (verb) —to move back or withdraw, especially to a place of safety or privacy. LiED
gl
Antonym: Advance (verb) — to move forward, make progress, or develop. \’rﬂﬁm
e Withdraw (verb) —to take back or away, remove, or retreat. GRS ANE]
e Destruct (verb) —to destroy or demolish. ¥ hAl
e Dishonour (noun) —a state of shame or disgrace. 3{UHIH
C) Geetais unable to recall the events of five years ago in comparison to her brother, Mohit
who can recollect the memories of his childhood.
Correct spelling:- Recall.
D) Oncein a blue moon (idiom) — Very rarely HU HHR

B) 'Have' T use BT S\ TgT H U JTHII I ATas THT A Telt 38! Ufhar b IR |

1T HRIB & | Sentence H HET AT [ TS A wiet 3R U= g & Twa 3 € e

TR HE@YUi oIk T 8, 3 "have' T8T 1 € Fifh U8 A adHH HTd bl ST 3 |

'Have been' WWW%W G\IdI%\_rﬁ qs\r\ﬂ%\'{ﬁl qﬁ,'Has'W%ﬁNW@ﬂT

g\ﬂdlra’) TgT 9gda 'philosophers' §, 3R 'Was' YT & (o4 AN GIdT € S 981 SUgad ol
|
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e 'Have' will be used because it expresses a general truth or a longstanding practice. The
sentence discusses philosophers dating back to the time of Plato and the Ancient Greeks
placing emphasis on education, thus 'have'is appropriate here as it indicates general
present tense. 'Have been' would imply ongoing continuity which isn't necessary here,
'Has' is used for singular subjects whereas here it's plural 'philosophers', and 'Was' is
pasttense, not suitable for this context.

11. D) C-D-A-B
Explanation:
Hindi Explanation:

* Sentence CS1 % ¥d I1G MU TN 51 H S Y 7T ST WRIG BT By Sl
TAT R | Sentence C U1Y 3Y fIaR HTIHAES WP HRT & fob ATER | g AN B
ﬁﬂﬂﬁ?ﬂ?@rﬂﬁ ﬁmmwmﬁm ("a small ritual") Qﬁ%l

e Sentence D Sentence C I follow B FIfds g contrast marker ("Yet this June...") &
T FATaT [ e A 9 91 R BTd A 81 HH I &1 e o) fhar—adifd
SN WW@W ?ﬁ?ﬁ (unusually hesitant) |

e Sentence A Sentence D % §IG 3‘”@’”3@% Wﬁﬂ'ﬁ% dedd § AfaaTd W‘f%
JHIT P 3R Tl 8 3R FaTal g fb 8 AFYH B Ugel afet aRadb 1 JoIg P IR
("morning walk") ﬁ?ﬁﬁl

e Sentence B Sentence A & TG 3T 3R 6 ¥ 3l Uga \{L%‘II | 3 ORIk ATSRITRT
"those walks" & Sentence A P morning walks ﬁﬂ‘cﬁhm%’ QTWWT% b
RS Y& B RIS S8 TTSR TRRATSS BT 3Hegeh AN BT TSl |
\’rfﬁf[ s6H THHUT ("This year, however, the rains devised a different game.") 39

Y EeH 39 ay & U 3Hd ﬁg]}?&nam% 3R SIHH B
dlfdhs U F T HRATG |
English Explanation:

e Sentence Cfollows S1 directly because S1 states the personal decision not to buy an
umbrella, and Sentence C immediately establishes the cultural backdrop—the
longstanding seasonal tradition in Malabar of purchasing one at the start of the rains.

e Sentence D follows Sentence C because the contrast conjunction "Yet" justifies the
departure from this ritual during the current season due to the unusually hesitant rains.

e Sentence A follows Sentence D as the narrative transitions from rain patterns to
personal lifestyle impact, identifying the morning walk as the primary casualty of every
monsoon.

e Sentence B follows Sentence A and links directly before S6 because the demonstrative
reference "those walks" points back to the daily walks in Sentence A, detailing the
reluctant shift toward indoor exercise. Finally, S6 introduces the seasonal pivot via "This
year, however...", signaling a disruption to this established routine and concluding the
segment seamlessly.

12. C) Chaos (noun) — Complete disorder and confusion. 3XTsIehdl
Antonym: Orderliness (noun) —The quality of being neat and organized, systematic. AT
e Pitilessness (noun) — Lack of compassion or mercy, cruelty.
e Havoc (noun) — Widespread destruction or disorder. IGEIE]
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e Modesty (noun) — The quality of being humble and moderate, humility. fogar
13. D) The correct spelling of ‘Bouteques’ is ‘Boutiques’ which means “a small shop selling

fashionable clothes or accessories” g,ad>, l\b-‘llzldm douétﬂ e[ SUD R ad:I arcir ?ﬁ’(ﬂ
gPI.

14. C) The correct spelling of ‘Extingish’ is ‘Extinguish’ which means “to put out a fire or a light”
ST 7 AR .

15. A) a blessing in disguise — a good thing that seemed bad at first QUI g 3T dXqIH

16. B) A-C-B-D
Explanation:
Hindi Explanation:

e Sentence AS1 %WW WW s1 ff@:ﬂi' 3-UTH & ANl (people around us)
& W JUIT WW%I Sentence A TTef I @RTI (colleagues, teachers, mentors,
peers, strangers) & 1Y Wﬁlﬁﬁ% {-Ic‘d-fa'ﬁ I(EI%QCI hdl %I

e Sentence C Sentence AﬁfollowWﬁ%@ﬁWW"Some... while
others..." T sentence A H SfcaRad faft safeadl & IHRIAES® (encouragement)
3R THRIHAD (doubt, fear) THTAl B Fipd B B

e Sentence B Sentence C dlq G‘W@Tm g Sentence C ffaﬁh aﬁrm%wﬁﬁ
1 RIS B §UIATAT § fob AR UIGTSH TR AN b1 g8 01 faramn oifed
("intricate") %I

e Sentence D Sentence B P §I¢ ST 3R s6 T 3Ip L46@1 \{L%.‘II | a‘s'wamaem
R T TR ] b 3 fheft B U o1 e a1 auRarg fewoft gAR +iaR &t
THRIADG I B HH DR b 8 | AT H, 56 Sentence D H afVTd THRIED THIT I
GﬁSﬁE'QQ%[G_JI?IT%("HOW do we preserve our positive energy...?") 3R Waﬁ
difb e w0 J RIS |

English Explanation:

e Sentence A follows S1 directly because S1 introduces the subtle influence exerted by
people around us, and Sentence A immediately identifies who these individuals are
(colleagues, teachers, mentors, peers, or strangers) whom we encounter daily.

e Sentence C follows Sentence A because the correlative structure "Some... while
others..." directly divides the individuals introduced in Sentence A into sources of
encouragement versus sources of doubt and negativity.

e Sentence B follows Sentence C as a synthesizing statement, observing that the
emotional influence people hold over our inner state is deeply intricate.

e Sentence D follows Sentence B and links directly before S6 by providing an everyday
demonstration of this dynamic—illustrating how an offhand remark can diminish our
nurtured positivity. Finally, S6 directly builds on Sentence D to pose the fundamental
concluding question ("How do we preserve our positive energy in this world...?").

17. D) Insatiable (adjective) — That which cannot be satisfied awaﬁwaraiﬂ
e Drastic (adjective) — Likely to have a strong or far-reaching effect; radical and extreme

e Prickly (adjective) — Ready to take offense; easily irritated g Hicar
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18.

19.

20.

21.

e Stubborn (adjective) — Having or showing dogged determination not to change one's
attitude or position on something, especially in spite of good arguments or reasons to

do 50330[

D) Cheap (adjective) — Low in price, inexpensive, economical. Il
Antonym: Costly (adjective) — Expensive, high-priced, dear. g
¢ Inexpensive (adjective) — Not costing a great deal, cheap. 9¥dIl
e Less (adjective) — A smalleramount of, fewer. @H
e Insufficient (adjective) — Not enough, inadequate, lacking. \’rI'CITI'fET
A) . The officer said that the library would be supplied with sufficient number of books within
one month.
Direct ¥ Indirect Narration H SGad 9HY Reporting Verb, Tense 3R Modal Verb & TREd
ﬁv_EITGﬂ?IT%I %Q‘TQW " Reporting Verb "said" Past Tense '-Ef%, gﬂﬁ“ﬂ Reported Speech T
Future Tense (will) dqcIdX Future in the Past (would) EFTGHHT%I
Direct 9T H "will be supplied" (Future Passive) U@‘Tg&ﬂ%,\_rh Indirect H §GA®HR "would be
supplied" B ST | ST AT AT g1 I8 g |
e To convert Direct Speech into Indirect Speech, the tense of the reported clause changes
according to the reporting verb. Since the reporting verb "said" is in the pasttense, the
modal "will" changes to "would". The passive construction is retained, so "will be

supplied" correctly becomes "would be supplied"” in Indirect Narration.
D) Will the research team have completed the project before the deadline?
Passive T Active Voice H d&a- %ﬁ‘lﬁ, Passive dId] & Subject Active dIR] hI Object d- SIIdl
% 3R "by + doer" Active dI] T Subject a:f\_rl'IT‘lT%I Verb @1 Passive ¥ Active H Sdd IHY
gl Tense BT ?ﬂT:[WTGH?‘IT%I ‘Clg\Ty"the project" Subject % "will have been completed"
(Future Perfect Passive) Verb% 3‘ﬁ? "by the research team" doer %I Active ffweftﬁ "the
research team" Subject & Gﬂ?ﬂ%, Verb "will have completed" (Future Perfect) EP[GHHT% 3‘ﬁ?
"the project" Object &1 SITdT § | TTY &Y, UHATd®H WA ST I b ford "will" T I &
ﬁaT%I Wﬂﬁ?ﬂaﬂ %’ — "Will the research team have completed the project before the
deadline?"

e To change a sentence from Passive to Active Voice, the subject of the passive sentence
becomes the object, and the doer (introduced by "by") becomes the subject. The verb is
converted into the correct active tense. In this case, "the project" (Subject), "will have
been completed" (Future Perfect Passive), and "by the research team" are transformed
into "the research team" (Subject), "will have completed" (Active Verb in Future
Perfect), and "the project" (Object). The interrogative structure is maintained by starting
with "Will". Hence, the correct answer is — "Will the research team have completed the
project before the deadline?" (Option 4)

A) Snellens

Blank (1) needs the name of the standard eye chart used to measure distance vision, since the
patient is placed 6 metres away to read printed letters. a) Snellens: is a proper noun naming the
standard chart of graded letters used to test distance vision, matching the 6-metre test
described, and confirmed when "a Snellens chart with Tamil letters" appears laterin the
passage. b) spectral: is an adjective meaning relating to the band of colours in light, violating
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22.

the requirement since a colour spectrum has nothing to do with reading letters at a fixed
distance. c) diagnostic: is an adjective meaning serving to identify a disease, violating the
requirement since it names the general purpose of any medical tool, leaving this particular
chart unidentified — and the passage names it outright two paragraphs on. d) calibrated: is a
past participle meaning marked with a scale of measurement, violating the requirement since it
describes a property the chart may have, not the chart itself, which is what the sentence must
name.

Hindi:

e Blank(1) H 39 standard eye chart WWWWQ’T@WWW% FHifh
T Bl 6 Iﬂa Q‘T@I@W N&RWW?@%I a) Snellens: Ug proper noun % S
Q‘Tﬁ IR NICEEIN 3{&@[% standard chart Tﬁ@?ﬂ?ﬂ% N 6 Hiex alelt Sid I match
WT% G'ﬁT 3T 3T "a Snellens chart with Tamil letters" @WW%I b)
spectral: g adjective % Srg®T meaning %m% T"ﬁﬁ@ ST violate WT%
mvﬁ%spectrum wIdg ‘g{ﬂ@f &rmqﬁﬁﬁéﬂmﬁé’n c) diagnostic: DT
meaning %@'ﬁlﬁ){%ﬂﬁe{ﬁw G{ﬁEIT('IT M violate W%?ﬁhﬁ?q—s%ﬂ medical
SUDIU DT HH HD Y ddTdl %,EF{(JII{-I chartﬁqmﬂﬁl d) calibrated: g past
participle %ﬁmﬁ meaning % W%ﬁ'ﬂﬁﬂ, ST violate W%WW chart Bl
TS & §aTd1 8, e chart BT A g1 |

B) broken

Blank (2) needs a past participle used as an adjective before "Tamil," for halting, error-filled
speechin a language one barely knows. a) broke: is the simple past form of "break," violating
the requirement since a past-tense verb cannot modify a noun — English says "broken English,"
never "broke English." b) broken: is a past participle used as an adjective meaning spoken
haltingly and with many errors by a non-native speaker, matching the fixed pairing "broken
Tamil" and her resort to dumb charades. c) break: is the base form of the verb, violating the
requirement since a bare verb cannot sit before a noun as its describing word. d) breaking: is a
present participle meaning in the act of coming apart, violating the requirement since it would
describe Tamil currently shattering, whereas the blank needs a settled quality of her speech.
Hindi:

o Blank(2) H "Tamil" T U adjective P A8 STIHTA 81 dTa past participle NBY, S
&Ea'ﬁﬁ, SR uﬁaﬁ?ﬁﬁwl a) broke: Ug "break" I simple pastW%, ST
violate W%&hﬁ? past-tense verb Tt noun @1 describe TR PR Thdl — 3T #
"broken English"ﬂﬁ%, "broke English"$'1-ﬁ '_-@TI b) broken: ?T‘é'adjectiveaﬁﬂ?_s'
s%SIJ-IIQ'I Eﬁef dIdl past participle %%wa meaning % 3Hch-3Chhy, TTAtal & AT
E‘hF‘ﬁTlé HIYT, ST "broken Tamil" dTdl Glff-\ril-ll'{ \Si\lé T match W%I c) break: g verb
@1 base form ©, Sl violate BT g s TTGT verb noun ﬁu—sﬁmﬁmaﬂﬁw

RS EHEREESI d) breaking: Ug present participle %W meaning %E\Ee[ ﬁ
UichaT o, ST violate BT & FITh 3T TN fb Tamil 31t g€ X817, STafeh T8T 3P|

CINICIRCR ISR Y

23. A) fury

Blank (3) needs a noun after "vent her full ," for intense anger about to burst out at the
patient. a) fury: is a noun meaning violent, overwhelming anger, matching "vent her full fury,"
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24,

and confirmed by "The budding doctor was furious" earlier in the same paragraph. b) furious: is
an adjective meaning extremely angry, violating the requirement since "her full furious" leaves
the phrase without a noun — the slot after "her full" demands one. c) indignation: is a noun
meaning anger at something unjust done to others, violating the requirement sinceitrests on a
moral wrong being committed, whereas the student believes she is personally being mocked,
which is a private insult, not an injustice. d) grievance: is a noun meaning a formal complaint
about unfair treatment, raised for redress, violating the requirement since a grievance is lodged
with an authority through proper channels, and cannot be "vented at" the person who caused
it.
Hindi:
e Blank(3) H "vent her full " %W@T noun W%E@WWW ﬁatﬂ??ﬁf
wﬁwl a) fury: RHdI meaning g HSP g3l G\Ioblq\ﬁ{'{-ll, Sl "vent her full fury"
3 match WT%, 3R I paragraph DT "The budding doctor was furious" Eﬁw
WT%I b) furious: Ug adjective %ﬁlﬂ?ﬂ meaning %aﬂ?{ Wﬁ, M violate WT%
FIIfdb "her full furious" & noun Q_'é'g:f:lﬁ\_rl'l?ﬂl c) indignation: YT meaning % foot
& 1Y §U 3T TR JUST T[T, Sl violate HRAT ¢ Hifs ST fTT s AT Tad
ST TR, ST ST 1 TIT | fob ST (ol IR IR ASlleh ST ST <@l 5, St
&W%, GFCI'PI:@TI d) grievance: RYdI meaning %H@Tcr?ra"ra‘r @W
qua%ﬁﬁwéﬁﬂaﬁﬁm, S violate W%a@% grievancew
&rfgfﬂéﬁwaamﬁraﬁfﬁ?ﬂ%,mﬁwﬁw"vem" EHEAR IR CIISREET
48l
C) acuity
Blank (4) needs a noun completing "visual ___," for the measured sharpness of sight the chart
tests. a) perception: is a noun meaning the mind's interpretation of what the senses receive,
violating the requirement since "visual perception" covers how the brain makes sense of
images, not the sharpness measured in a 6-metre reading test. b) faculty: is a noun meaning a
natural power of body or mind, violating the requirement since it names the capacity to see at
all, which cannot jump from blindness to normal within seconds. c) acuity: is a noun meaning
the sharpness or keenness of vision, as measured on a chart, matching the reading that leaps
from 'near total blindness' to 'near normal' once the script is legible. d) acumen: is a noun
meaning shrewd judgement in practical matters, violating the requirement since it applies to
business or political sharpness, not to eyesight.
Hindi:
e Blank(4) H "visual " ﬁq\'\"{weﬂ?ﬂ @T noun ?IT%'Q\_Sﬁ chart I ATd S dTelt ok
ﬁ?ﬁ&mﬁwl a) perception: YYD meaning %sﬁtﬁﬁﬁﬁ'ﬁ Eﬁﬁhaﬁﬁﬂ'ﬂﬁm,
ST violate W%@ﬂﬁ? "visual perception" A s Bfa HH'{H:I CAKIR %, Sirg H =Tt
Tl_st?‘ﬂ&UlﬂTﬁl b) faculty: DI meaning %W‘CITIF[ ﬁﬁéWﬁ, S|
violate HdT ¢ TP T8 W UM P! &HAI §ATdT 8, ST $© Ubs | SHIU I U=
q@fﬁﬂﬁl c) acuity: RYPT meaning % chart @rmﬁaﬁaﬁwﬁ?ﬁw, S
foifl ¢ eTd 1 'near total blindness' ¥ 'near normal' T Héldzl dTel ol I match Rl
%I d) acumen: YD meaning %wag%mua‘rm"réam, M violate W_CIT%
Hifh T8 HRITRT T IS T Y TR Ted g, ARGl PRI R gl |
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25. B) vicinity
Blank (5) needs a noun after "anywhere inthe " for the surrounding area where the person
should have been. a) premises:is a noun meaning a building and its grounds, considered as
property, violating the requirement since it carries a legal, official ring suited to offices and
shops, out of place for someone missing from her own dining room. b) vicinity: is a noun
meaning the area immediately around a place, matching the narrator scanning the space near
the laid table and finding no one. c) periphery: is a noun meaning the outer edge of an area,
violating the requirement since it points to the boundary rather than the space around, and
someone absent from the edges could still be standing in the middle. d) precinct: is a noun
meaning an enclosed district, often around a cathedral or under police jurisdiction, violating the
requirement since it marks an administrative or walled zone, far too formal for a household
scene.
Hindi:

e Blank(5) H "anywhere inthe "% §TG UHT noun TTeT SIl 3-UTH BT 39 ST &I
WG@T@W él:ll EIT%H%HI a) premises: 9P meaning %QTITQ_CT 3R IGBT
3{ETT, GURT & AR R, ST violate BT € FI[h SHH BT, AR 1T &, TR &
dining room fﬂﬁmméﬁa%l b) vicinity: 9P meaning % WW% 3l 319-
T 1 1], Sl Hol &b U ToR QIS narrator ¥ match P18 | ¢) periphery: SHPI
meaning & [Pl SATH BT B fbRT, S violate HRdT 8 FIfh T8 HHT B 1 Bl
&, 3TI-UTI 1 S8 B a1 d) precinct: ST®HT meaning & fORT §3MT AT, SRR fhat
ARGITER & IRY 3R ATYferT & 31efH, ST violate FHRT & F4ifh T YRR & FdTd
€, Sff TRe] €20 & {7y 95 SIuaRe g |
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