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Falling edifice: On the Delhi private hostel building collapse
Delhi’s ambition as an education hub is at odds with its civic infrastructure

The collapse of a five-storey building in Delhi, being run as a private hostel that killed seven and
injured five in a densely populated colony abutting Delhi University’s South Campus, has brought to
light the twin issues of haphazard development in the capital city’s residential areas and the shortage
of affordable housing for students. With over 70,000 students entering Delhi University every year
and almost half of them needing accommodation on a student budget, the city has failed to keep up
with the growing demand. The University has, for all practical purposes, absolved itself of the

responsibility, citing lack of land, leaving private players to cash in and run paying guest
accommodations or private hostels that are not regulated. In a setup where every extra bed means
more revenue, matchbox-sized rooms, often located in buildings that flout building bylaws and fire
safety regulations and have no ventilation, are what several students call home. As soon as they
arrive in the capital, students from many parts of the country realise that they are paying to live in the
city not just in monetary terms but with their safety, security and sanity.

The Delhi government says that it wants the city to be a national education hub and harness the soft
power of its youth, but that will be not possible without addressing the need for affordable, safe
student housing. The Delhi government has suspended five senior officers of the civic body, ordered a
probe and announced that it was working on introducing a stringent policy under which every
building used for public activity would be required to undergo periodic structural audits and obtain

safety certifications. It must go beyond these reactive measures to seek more durable solutions. In
2024, the basement of a coaching centre flooded due to heavy rains claiming the lives of three civil
service aspirants. After that incident as well, probes were ordered, basements were sealed and legal
action was taken against owners but a larger systemic change remains elusive. The Centre and the
Government of NCT must work together with educational institutions to develop more residential,
travel and learning facilities for students. The introduction of four-year undergraduate programmes
also means that students will stay on for an additional year, increasing the pressure on
accommodation. Private hostels can be part of the solution, but crumbling civic infrastructure, illegal
construction and lack of safety audits must be tackled through policy and strict enforcement.

e Red/blue coloring of words in the sentence indicates subject verb relationship; where ‘red’

denotes ‘subject’ and ‘blue’ denotes ‘verb’. \[Practice Exercise]\
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Vocabulary

10.

11.

12.

Edifice (noun) - building, structure,
establishment, construction, complex

SHNd
Ambition (noun) - aspiration, goal,
objective, desire, aim W&:IT

At odds with (phrasal verb) - to be in
disagreement, conflict, or lack of alignment

with someone or something & faaIa
Storey (noun) - floor, level, tier, deck AToTeT

(SHRE 1)

Densely (adverb) - thickly, closely, heavily
populatedly, compactively oAl 3TTETSr &
Abutting (adjective) - adjoining, bordering,
touching, adjacent, contiguous Q:I'Erg'&ﬂ
Bring to light (phrase) - to reveal, uncover,
expose YhIeT H AT

Haphazard (adjective) - random,
disorganized, chaotic, unstructured, erratic

3reafiaa

Affordable (adjective) - economical, cheap,
reasonably priced, budget-friendly, low-cost

IEXIRGI

Accommodation (noun) - lodging, housing,

residence, shelter, quarters {ga1 Sl cTTET

Keep up with (phrasal verb) - to do
whatever is necessary to stay level or equal

with someone or somethingdT dTT

YT

Absolve of (verb) - to officially or formally
free someone from guilt, blame, or

responsibility for a wrongdoing AR &
HeFd el

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

25.

26.

Cite (verb) - mention, reference, quote,
point to, invoke B_CI'IFITET-Tg'U
Cash in (phrasal verb) - to gain an

advantage for yourself from a situation,
especially in a way that other people think

is wrong or immoral®TIcT 3371

Regulate (verb) - control, govern, supervise,
monitor, oversee IGRIGGETGI

Often (adverb) - frequently, regularly,
repeatedly, commonly 38T

Flout (verb) - violate, disobey, defy, break,
infringe 3eolelel ST

Bylaw (noun) - a law that is made by a local
authority and that has to be obeyed only in
that area39-faigeT

Ventilation (noun) - air circulation, fresh air
flow gdT ol JTAT-SATCTAT

Monetary (adjective) - connected with
money FHifgH

Sanity (noun) - mental stability, soundness
of mind, reason, sense, rationality AAAS
EEC

Hub (noun) - center, focal point, core, nerve
center, center point 3?3 qrgd

Harness (verb) - utilize, exploit, employ,
channel, use effectively 39T H AT
Address (verb) - tackle, handle, deal with,
confront, resolve Hafard sear

Suspend (verb) - temporarily stop, debar,
bench, put on hold, halt GRICGEZGI
Probe (noun) - investigation, inquiry,

examination, check, scrutiny ST
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27. Stringent (adjective) - strict, rigorous,
severe, firm, tight 9&d

28. Undergo (verb) - experience, go through,
face, endure, pass through @?{FR?T

29. Structural audit (noun) - a comprehensive
health check-up of an existing building to
evaluate its overall safety, stability, and

physical condition FREATCH® 33T

30. Seek (verb) - look for, search, pursue, try to
find, aim for celTRTAT

31. Durable (adjective) - lasting, permanent,
enduring, long-lasting, stable [CaRD

32. Claim (verb) - has caused the death of SITeT
AT (BT 3MTUST & Al & TesT #)

33. Seal (verb) - close, shut down, block, lock,
barricade §¢ &{alT

34. Systemic (adjective) - institutional,
structural, organic, inherent, widespread

LERECE
35. Elusive (adjective) - hard to catch, evasive,

hard to achieve, slippery, intangible g1 oT

36. Crumbling (adjective) - decaying, collapsing,
disintegrating, falling apart, deteriorating
G g3

37. Enforcement (noun) - implementation,
execution, application, imposition,
reinforcement 3-]T:I"CI'I'H?T
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Summary of the Editorial

1. The collapse of a five-storey private hostel building in Delhi killed seven people and injured
five others.

2. The incident highlights the gap between Delhi’s ambition to become an education hub and its
inadequate civic infrastructure.

3. Delhi University receives more than 70,000 students annually, creating a huge demand for
affordable accommodation.

4. Nearly half of these students require budget-friendly housing, but the city has failed to meet
this growing demand.

5. Delhi University has largely absolved itself of responsibility for student accommodation, citing
a shortage of land.

6. This shortage has allowed private operators to cash in by running paying-guest facilities and
private hostels.

7. Many such accommodations remain unregulated, with overcrowded rooms and buildings that
violate construction and fire-safety rules.

8. Students often live in poorly ventilated, cramped and unsafe buildings because affordable
alternatives are limited.

9. Therefore, students pay not only financially but also in terms of their safety, security and
mental well-being.

10. Although the Delhi government wants to make the city a national education hub, this goal
cannot be achieved without providing safe and affordable student housing.

11. The government has suspended five civic officials, ordered an investigation and proposed
periodic structural audits and safety certifications.

12. However, the editorial argues that such reactive measures are insufficient; Delhi needs long-
term and durable solutions.

13. The 2024 coaching-centre basement flooding, which killed three civil-service aspirants,
similarly led to investigations and sealing of basements but failed to produce systemic change.

14. The Centre, Delhi Government and educational institutions must jointly develop better
residential, transportation and learning facilities, especially as four-year degree programmes
will increase accommodation demand.

15. Private hostels can help solve the housing shortage, but illegal construction, deteriorating
civic infrastructure and safety violations must be addressed through strong policies, regular
audits and strict enforcement.
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1.

Practice Exercise: SSC Pattern Based

In the sentence "The Delhi government has suspended five senior officers of the civic body,"

the verb structure is an example of: |[Editoria| Page]|

A. Simple past tense in passive voice

B. Present perfect tense in active voice

C. Past continuous tense in active voice

D. Present continuous tense in passive voice

What dual urban challenges are highlighted by the private hostel tragedy?

A. Unplanned residential growth and insufficient student lodging

B. Exorbitant tuition expenses and restricted transit networks

C. Elevated regional migration and deficient varsity campuses

D. Municipal agency corruption and commercial zoning breaches

What core limitation does the author find in the state government's response?

A. It relies on superficial fixes rather than systemic reform

B. It refuses to punish negligent municipal civic officials

C. It places structural audit expenses directly on scholars

D. It prioritizes commercial growth over education expansion

What does paying for living in the city with "safety, security and sanity" imply?

A. Steep living expenses compel scholars into taking extra shifts

B. Aggressive property owners demand excessive monetary deposits

C. Strict administrative curfews restrict normal scholar movement

D. Harsh living conditions force scholars to sacrifice well-being

Why does the passage refer to the 2024 coaching centre flooding incident?

A. Toillustrate that reactive measures have failed to produce lasting change before

B. To argue that coaching centres face even less regulation than hostels

C. To show that student deaths have become more frequent since 2024

D. To demonstrate that heavy rainfall poses a growing risk to civic infrastructure

Direction: Rearrange the following parts (1, 2, 3, 4) to form a meaningful, logical, and

coherent passage.

1. She is one of dozens of teens who have participated in the research at the Teens, Family,
and Technology Lab at Rutgers University.

2. Merylis 13.

3. While the 13-year-old’s language is not unusual, teen voices are still largely missing from
broader debates about social media use.

4. She describes YouTube Shorts as “so addicting”; holding her attention “just long enough”

that she loses track of everything else.

2-1-4-3

2-4-1-3

4-2-1-3

. 2-4-3-1

Direction: In the following question, the first and the last sentences of the passage are

numbered S1 and S6. The rest of the passage is split into four parts and named A, B, C, and

D. Rearrange these four parts to form a meaningful, logical, and coherent passage.

S1. BRICS has strayed quite far from where it started.

o0 wp
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10.

11.

12.

A. The first summit hosted by India (the fourth BRICS summit), in 2012, focused on the theme
“Global Stability, Security and Prosperity,” tacitly reflecting a much broader geopolitical
canvas.

B. To be held this weekend (September 12-13, 2026) the 18th BRICS Summit, in New Delhi,
gives India a huge opportunity to bring coherence back to the expanded group and give it
direction if it is to be an effective body in shaping global events.

C. India was initially an enthusiastic participant, seeing the group as a vehicle for genuine
reform of multilateral institutions.

D. BRICS was formed to give a greater voice to Brazil, Russia, India, China and South Africa,
the emerging economies, in global governance and institutions, particularly financial and
economic institutions, and to aim for a more equitable multilateral order.

S6. The Indian presidency helped lead to the establishment of the BRICS Bank, the New

Development Bank.

A. B-D-C-A

B. D-C-A-B

C. B-C-D-A

D. D-B-C-A

Select the most appropriate option to fill in the blank.
The detective remained suspicious of the suspect’s alibi, as it was inconsistent the
evidence.

A. of

B. to

C. in

D. with

Select the option that can be used as a one-word substitute for the given group ofwords.

To examine or analyse something (such as a metal or an idea) to determine its quality, nature,
or components.

A. Argue

B. Assay

C. Assert

D. Assist

Select the most appropriate ANTONYM of the underlined word in the given sentence.

The company's decision to downsize was intended to increase profitability.

A. Reduce

B. Amplify
C. Overlap
D. Enhance

Select the most appropriate meaning of the given proverb.

The proof of the pudding is in the eating.

A. Don’t assume success before it actually happens.

B. The most noticeable or loudest problems get attention.

C. The quality of something can be judged after you have tried it.
D. Time feels longer when you're waiting for something to happen.
Select the most appropriate meaning of the given idiom.
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13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

Be a killjoy

A. Something that is contrary to someone's natural feelings, beliefs, or habits.
B. A difficult problem or a person who is hard to understand or deal with.

C. A positive aspect or hope in an otherwise bad situation.

D. Someone who spoils the fun or dampens others’ enthusiasm.

Select the option that correctly punctuates the given sentence.

| visited Delhi Mumbai and Kolkata last summer.

A. |visited- Delhi Mumbai and Kolkata, last summer.

B. Ivisited, Delhi Mumbai and Kolkata last summer.

C. |visited Delhi, Mumbai and Kolkata last summer.

D. |visited: Delhi Mumbai and Kolkata, last summer

Select the correctly punctuated version of the phrase to fill in the blank and completethe
given sentence.

'spent our holiday in France it was very crowded' Rahim, Rajam and |

spent our holiday in France: it was very crowded.

A.

B. spent our holiday in France it was very crowded.

C. spent our holiday in France; it was very crowded.

D. spent our holiday, in France, it was very crowded

Select the most appropriate article to fill in the blank. If no article is needed, select 'Noarticle
required'.

Raveena’s plane landed on time, and she collected her luggage from handler
quicky.

A a

B. an

C. no article required

D. the

Select the INCORRECTLY spelt word.

A. Gourmund

B. Reprimand

C. Forewarned

D. Apprehend

Select the option that can be used as a one-word substitute for the given group ofwords.
A loud and boisterous laugh, often one that is unrestrained or hearty.

A. Snicker

B. Giggle

C. Chuckle

D. Guffaw

Select the most appropriate option to fill in the blank.

This is the snowstorm that | have seen in the last ten years.

A. better

B. good
C. easier
D. worst
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19. Select the INCORRECTLY spelt word.
A. Fragrance

B. Enigma
C. Vitality
D. Ambitous

20. From the alternatives given below, select the correct passive voice of the following sentence.
The soldier looked at the photograph of his family and then he pointed his gun at the enemy.
A. The photograph of his family looked at by the soldier and then his gun was pointed at the

enemy by him.
B. The photograph of his family was looked at by the soldier and then his gun was pointed at
the enemy by him.
C. The photograph of his family was looked at by the soldier and then his gun pointed at the
enemy by him.
D. The photograph of his family looked at by the soldier and then his gun pointed at the
enemy by him.
Directions: Five words in the passage below have been replaced with blanks. Choose the
option that best completes each one.
If a person does not use his birth as a human being to attain liberation, then he (1) __ to have
wasted his life. Being a human being has many advantages, which aid liberation, said R.
Narayanan in a discourse. We can use our hands to offer flowers to God. We can use our
hands to clean temples, as the Saivite sage Appar did. We should see our legs as the means to
walk to temples, and to (2)__ the sanctum. Our eyes are intended for looking at the images of
God in temples. Our mouths are for singing His praises. The head is given tous to (3) ___
prayerfully before the Lord. Appar says to his head, Thalaiye nee thalai vanangai (Oh head,
bow before Lord Siva). But if we do not use our faculties as they should be used, then of what
use is this life? If we pursue pleasures and have no time for God, how can we attain moksha?
Something negative can be countered only by something positive. Birth leads to problems and
unhappiness. Repeated births take place because of our ignorance. This ignorance is the
negative aspect of our lives, and can be banished only if we worship God. Tirukkural verse 358
talks about getting rid of ignorance. Thiruvachagam says there are 84,000 possible births an
atma can have. Manickavachagar says in Thiruvachagam that he has taken birthasa (4) ___ of
grass, a worm, many kinds of animals and birds, snakes, stones, human beings, ghosts, sages
and devas and has suffered in consequence. Avvaiyar says it is rare good fortune to take birth
as a human being. She advises that we spend our time in the company of virtuous people.
Being in the company of those with vices can lead to us picking up those vices. It is imperative
that we pay attention to the words of principled people. We must talk about their good
gualities and (5) ___ them.

21. Select the most appropriate option to fill in blank (1):

A. may be said
B. may say

C. may have said
D. saying

22. Select the most appropriate option to fill in blank (2):
A. traverse
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B. encircle
C. circumambulate
D. besiege
23. Select the most appropriate option to fill in blank (3):
A. bow
B. kneel
C. submit
D. bowing
24. Select the most appropriate option to fill in blank (4):
A. sliver
B. blade
C. shred
D. strand
25. Select the most appropriate option to fill in blank (5):
A. mimicry
B. admire
C. emulate
D. impersonate
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Answers
1. B 22A 3.A 4D 5A 6B 7.A 8D 9.B 10.A 11.C 12D
13.C 14.C 15D 16.A 17D 18D 19.D 20B 21.A 22.C 23.A 248B
25.C [Practice Exercise]

Explanations

1. B) Present perfect tense in active voice.
passage: "The Delhi government has suspended five senior officers of the civic body." The verb
structure "has suspended" follows the formula "has/have + past participle," which is the standard
construction for present perfect tense. It is in the active voice because the subject ("The Delhi
government") is directly performing the action (suspending) upon the object ("five senior officers").
Option A: Incorrect — Simple past tense would be "suspended" (without "has"), and passive voice
would require the structure "were suspended by."
Option C: Incorrect — Past continuous tense follows the structure "was/were + verb-ing" (e.g.,
"was suspending"). The sentence uses "has suspended," which does not match this pattern.
Option D: Incorrect — Present continuous tense follows "is/are + verb-ing" (e.g., "is being
suspended" for passive). The sentence structure "has suspended" matches neither the present
continuous tense nor the passive voice construction.

2. A) Unplanned residential growth and insufficient student lodging.
Line from passage: "...has brought to light the twin issues of haphazard development in the capital
city's residential areas and the shortage of affordable housing for students." The passage names
the "twin issues" as (1) "haphazard development in... residential areas" (i.e., unplanned residential
growth) and (2) "the shortage of affordable housing for students" (i.e., insufficient student
lodging). Option (a) captures both elements accurately.
(b) Incorrect — Neither tuition costs nor transportation/transit networks are mentioned in the
passage.
(c) Incorrect — While the passage mentions students coming "from many parts of the country,"
this is not framed as "migration" as an urban challenge; and "deficient varsity campuses"
misrepresents the issue, which is about housing shortage, not campus infrastructure/deficiency
itself (the University's issue is lack of land for hostels, not general campus deficiency).
(d) Incorrect — While building bylaws being flouted is mentioned, "corruption" is never explicitly
stated as a cause, and "commercial zoning breaches" is not the terminology or focus used — the
passage focuses on "haphazard development" and "housing shortage," not zoning violations
specifically or corruption as a named issue.

3. A) Itrelies on superficial fixes rather than systemic reform
Line from passage: "It must go beyond these reactive measures to seek more durable solutions."
The author explicitly states that the government's actions (suspending officers, ordering a probe,
announcing a safety certification policy) are "reactive measures" and calls for the government to go
"beyond" them toward "more durable solutions." This directly implies the current response is
superficial/short-term rather than addressing the systemic, root-cause issues — reinforced by the
reference to the 2024 coaching centre tragedy where similar reactive steps (probes, sealing, legal
action) failed to produce "larger systemic change."
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(b) Incorrect — The government did act against officials: "The Delhi government has suspended
five senior officers of the civic body." The author's criticism is not that no action was taken against
officials, but that the response overall lacks durability/systemic depth.
(c) Incorrect — There is no reference to who bears the cost of structural audits.
(d) Incorrect — This critique is not made about the "state government's response" specifically. The
passage criticizes the University for citing "lack of land" and leaving the field to private players
(profit-driven), but this is a separate point from the author's critique of the government's
reactive/insufficient policy response, which is the specific focus of this question.
4. D) Harsh living conditions force scholars to sacrifice well-being.
The phrase "safety, security and sanity" directly follows the description of cramped, poorly
ventilated, unsafe rooms in buildings that violate fire and building safety codes. This shows that
students are enduring physical danger (safety), insecurity (from unregulated, unsafe structures),
and mental/emotional strain (sanity) as a "cost" of living in the city — i.e., harsh living conditions
that force them to sacrifice their well-being, beyond just the money they pay in rent.
Option A: Incorrect — There is no reference to students taking extra jobs or shifts; this is fabricated
and unrelated to the "safety, security and sanity" phrase.
Option B: Incorrect — The focus is on unsafe/unregulated building conditions, not financial
demands by owners.
Option C: Incorrect — This is fabricated and irrelevant to the described issue of unsafe,
unventilated, illegally-constructed housing.
5. A) Toillustrate that reactive measures have failed to produce lasting change before
The author cites this incident immediately after criticizing the government's current response as
merely "reactive measures" that must go "beyond" to seek "durable solutions." The 2024 example
serves as historical evidence/precedent — showing that similar reactive steps (probes, sealing,
legal action) were taken after that tragedy too, yet "a larger systemic change remains elusive." This
directly supports the author's argument that reactive measures alone don't work, reinforcing the
need for structural reform this time.
(b) Incorrect — The passage does not compare the level of regulation between coaching centres
and hostels. It uses the coaching centre incident purely as a parallel example of a reactive,
insufficient government response — not as a comparative regulatory analysis.
(c) Incorrect — The passage does not make any claim about frequency or trends of student deaths
over time. It cites the 2024 incident as one specific past example, not as part of a pattern showing
increasing frequency.
(d) Incorrect — While heavy rain is mentioned as the cause of the flooding in that specific incident,
the author's purpose in citing it is not about weather/climate risk to infrastructure — it's about the
pattern of inadequate government follow-through after tragedies, which is unrelated to rainfall as
a recurring civic risk.
6. B) 2-4-1-3
Explanation:
Hindi Explanation:
e Sentence 2 paragraph Pl start Wa@ﬁw‘s’ introductory sentence % 3R passage o
exact first line %I ZI_G'%FHW previous context & main subject—13-year-old Meryl—?lb;f

introduce WT%I
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e Sentence 4 Sentence 2 ﬁfollowmﬂ%@ﬁ used pronoun "She" W sentence 2 B
Meryl E2l| refer W%‘ 3R TP personal experience P describe W %’ & YouTube
Shorts 3P 1%111 [hd-T addicting % eﬁ?a‘s'ﬁw P HAPR 394 engrossed E’Pfﬁﬂ?‘ﬁél

e Sentence 1 Sentence 4 & §IG &T@TWW Meryl & background context BT introduce
W%ﬁ??ﬁ’ Rutgers University G Teens, Family, and Technology Lab P research A
participate P aTd Goil teens ﬁ@@%l

e Sentence 3 Sentence 1 %W ST 3R sequence DI conclusion A ?Nﬁ used phrase
"the 13-year-old’s language" Meryl & addictive experience statement P refer W%’ G?IT
broader issue highlight W%% teen language common @ﬁéw social media
debates H teenagers PI real voices 3T 4t largely missing %I

English Explanation:

e Sentence 2 starts the paragraph as the introductory sentence, strictly using the opening line
of the provided text. It independently establishes the subject: a 13-year-old named Meryl.

e Sentence 4 follows Sentence 2 because the pronoun "She" refers back to Meryl, directly
detailing her subjective experience with YouTube Shorts and its addictive nature.

o Sentence 1 follows Sentence 4 because it contextualizes Meryl's statement, identifying her
as one of numerous adolescent participants in a study at Rutgers University's Teens, Family,
and Technology Lab.

e Sentence 3 comes after Sentence 1 as the logical conclusion. The referring phrase "the 13-
year-old’s language" connects to Meryl's description in Sentence 4, expanding the scope to
emphasize that adolescent perspectives remain conspicuously absent from mainstream
debates on social media consumption.

7. A) B-D-C-A
Explanation:
Hindi Explanation:

e Sentence B S1 % qXd §IG MU Fiifds S1 I & fP BRICS 3T T 35T F HIH! X
AT TAT B | Sentence B 1Y TdAH TgH B SsdT g fob New Delhi & AT 81 aran
18th BRICS Summit Waﬁsﬂﬁw e H e (coherence) HTWF‘H%[WW
ST AW AT g |

e Sentence D Sentence Bﬁfollowmﬁ%%%ﬁm%@ ("where it
started") tR'\_Tl'I?lT% @Tﬂﬂ?ﬂm%% BRICS TS Brazil, Russia, India, China 3R South
Africa STl SR SricqaRuTSl &1 dffyeh Hd IR SMTaTel G & forg o |

e Sentence C Sentence D %a'l_d HT@TWEI_S' Sentence D T IfcARAT multilateral order
%ﬁﬁfg%ﬂ?{?—fﬁ W%Qﬂﬁ-@?@?ﬁm ("initially an enthusiastic participant") ﬁw
CRGIN

e Sentence A Sentence Ca'TGﬂ_C{ ST @TSG@ olb ‘—{6@1 \gé‘ll | g8 2012 | HRd gRI
MRS Ugd FRIGR IR (4th BRICS summit) 3TR 3P faW0 T Iood hral gl 3id |,
S6 lﬂ?ﬁaﬁgﬁ A D 31 Judied (New Development Bankﬁ@ﬂ'q:ﬂ) ﬁ@?ﬂ?f@ﬂ

3 H ! GHIE IR & |
English Explanation:
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e Sentence B follows S1 directly because S1 establishes that BRICS has drifted from its initial
trajectory, and Sentence B immediately presents the immediate opportunity for India at the
upcoming 18th Summit in New Delhi to restore coherence.

e Sentence D follows Sentence B by tracing back to the origin of the bloc, outlining its
founding objective to amplify the voice of emerging economies in global governance and
financial institutions.

e Sentence C follows Sentence D by highlighting India's early stance and proactive
participation, viewing the forum as an instrument for genuine multilateral reform.

e Sentence A follows Sentence C and links directly before S6 by citing India's first host
presidency in 2012 (the 4th summit) and its geopolitical agenda. Finally, S6 concludes the
sequence by highlighting the landmark institutional outcome of that Indian presidency: the
founding of the New Development Bank.

8. D) 'With' WW@WW 'inconsistent with' WWTC?[ prepositional phrase % forgepT 31ef 6\Idl
g — el I & Sr=u = 8F1 a1 4 7 W11 | I81 a1 | 'the suspect’s alibi' (3TRIUT 6T §4)
3R 'the evidence' (Hdd) & o &Wﬁaﬁﬁﬁﬂw% sltri%rq 'with' SUYdd A% e %I

e ‘With’ should be used because the fixed expression ‘inconsistent with” means not in
agreement or harmony with something. In this sentence, the detective finds the suspect’s
alibi not matching the evidence, so “with” fits best.

9. B) Assay (verb) —To examine or analyse something (such as a metal or an idea) to determine its
quality, nature, or components. S &Rl JASERCEI

e Argue (verb) — To give reasons or cite evidence in support of an idea, action, or theory.
qTe-faa1e H=AT / I HRAT

e Assert (verb) — To state a fact or belief confidently and forcefully. €@ dl 3| gl / cldI
hA[

e Assist (verb) — To help or support someone in doing something. Hg[Id[ X[ / Hag hR ]
10. A) Increase (verb) — To make greater in size, amount, or degree; expand, enlarge, multiply, raise.
dell
Antonym: Reduce (verb) — To make smaller or less in amount, degree, or size; lessen, decrease,
diminish, lower. YCTl
¢ Amplify (verb) — To make louder, expand, or enlarge. del-l, fadR BT
e Overlap (verb) — To extend over and partly cover something. \’rﬂfﬂﬁﬁ@:ﬂ
e Enhance (verb) — To improve or make better in quality or value. JURAI, del-l
11. C) The proof of the pudding is in the eating (proverb) — The true value or quality of something

can only be determined by putting it to the test or using it. Waﬁtﬂwﬁ GHF‘F[‘IUWTH‘L?[
Tl Il § old I IRad H IR 1 SXWATE faham S|

12. D) Be akilljoy (idiom) —Someone who spoils the fun or dampens others’ enthusiasm (agam%
S GERI T Tl VRIS R ¢ 1 S8 B HH B Q)

13. C) 'l visited Delhi, Mumbai and Kolkata last summer" WW%W@ (list) A = I —
Delhi, Mumbai 3R Kolkata — & &I comma (,)WWWG’IHT%I 3{d: ﬁmcﬂﬁ%l

Commas are used to separate items in a list of three or more; hence, the correct sentence is — |
visited Delhi, Mumbai and Kolkata last summer.
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14. C) 'spent our holiday in France; it was very crowded.' wuﬁwsﬁmmﬂﬁwﬁﬁw clauses
%—UEFIT "spent our holiday in France" GﬁTm "it was very crowded" | Q:Ta:ﬁﬁ Mg H
S8 & AT semicolon (;) BT TGN Y& SUYH ©, Fifdh T G (AR & Sliedl g o
MUY A gy Ty § TR d Wad arad 1 81 qdhd 8 | 3fd: Option € Tal SR & |

e ‘spent our holiday in France; it was very crowded’ should be used because there are two
independent clauses: "spent our holiday in France" and "it was very crowded." A semicolon
appropriately connects two closely related but independent ideas. Thus, Option Cis the
most correct choice.

15. D) the WWWWQ@T ‘handler’ T specific fad a1 group ﬁ?ﬂf@%\?ﬁ Raveena &
Waﬁ?ﬁ-ﬂﬁﬁﬂ 7| o fopdt specific Ul previously known person/thing ﬁaﬁﬁ\_ﬂ?ﬂ%, dd
‘the’ &1 YA foh T SITAT B |

e ‘The’ should be used because the sentence refers to a specific luggage handler responsible
for Raveena’s baggage. The definite article ‘the’ is used when referring to a particular or
previously identified person or thing.

16. A) The incorrectly spelt word is ‘Gourmund’. The correct spelling is ‘Gourmand’, which means “a
person who enjoys eating, often to excess” ﬁl@ Wéﬁﬁq

17. D) Guffaw (noun)— A loud and boisterous laugh, often one that is unrestrained or hearty. GﬁTQ‘TT
CRIVAEED

¢ Snicker (verb/noun) — A suppressed or half-stifled laugh, often mocking. E{é)[_g"ﬁt%v?ﬂ/
Rl IS

e Giggle (verb/noun) — A light, silly, or nervous laugh. WWWE’%E@
Chuckle (verb/noun) — A quiet or gentle laugh. %ﬂjﬂmé?mﬁw

18. D) 'Worst' WW@WWWJE{ “the snowstorm that | have seen in the last ten
years” ﬁ comparison H“—ﬁ snowstorms % CIE) E?f Q%T%, sﬂmﬁsuperlative degree Gl
W%I 'Worst' 'bad' P superlative W%, @WW%%% 3 TP BT g YD
YT WR[d snowstorm %I

o 'Worst' should be used because the sentence compares one snowstorm with all others seen
in the last ten years, requiring a superlative degree. 'Worst' is the superlative form of 'bad’,
meaning the most severe or unpleasant. Thus, "worst" is the most appropriate choice.

19. D) The correct spelling of ‘Ambitous’ is ‘Ambitious’ which means “having a strong desire for
success or achievement” Hsrdld?i&ﬁ, Wb Eﬁﬁa"r?ﬂa I Q@I:I drdl.

20. B) The photograph of his family was looked at by the soldier and then his gun was pointed at the
enemy by him.

Active ¥ Passive Voice H dGad THYT Active sentence &1 Object, Passive sentence I Subject d-
Gﬂ?IT%I Qﬁfﬁ actions % — “looked at the photograph” 3R “pointed his gun at the enemy|”
Waﬁr verbs I Passive Voice ﬁmﬁf@'ﬂl Verb “looked at” Simple Past tense ﬁ%, sﬂﬁfq
g “was looked at” cEuil 3@ UPhIR “pointed” ot Simple Past tense ff%, sﬁi%ma's' “was pointed”
ST 37c: ﬂgbf Passive sentence EﬁTIT — “The photograph of his family was looked at by the soldier
and then his gun was pointed at the enemy by him.”

e To change a sentence from Active to Passive Voice, the object of the active sentence
becomes the subject of the passive sentence. Here, there are two actions — “looked at the
photograph” and “pointed his gun at the enemy.” Therefore, both verbs must be converted
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into Passive Voice. The verb “looked at” is in the Simple Past tense, so it changes into “was
looked at.” Similarly, “pointed” is also in the Simple Past tense, so it changes into “was
pointed.” Therefore, the correct passive sentence is — “The photograph of his family was
looked at by the soldier and then his gun was pointed at the enemy by him.”
21. A) may be said
Blank (1) needs a passive form, since "he" is the one being judged by others, not the one making
the judgement. a) may be said: is a modal passive meaning others may judge him thus, matching
the impersonal verdict the discourse passes on a wasted human birth. b) may say: is a modal
active, violating the requirement since it would mean the person himself declares his life wasted,
whereas the assessment comes from outside. c) may have said: is a modal perfect active, violating
the requirement since it places a statement he made in the past, while the sentence is drawing a
present conclusion about him. d) saying: is a present participle, violating the requirement since the
main clause after "then" needs a finite verb, and "then he saying to have wasted" leaves it without
one.
Hindi:

e Blank (1) e passive form ElT%Q, Fifb "he" %aﬁﬁ%ﬂwgﬂiﬁm@% Eﬁ@&ﬁ?ﬁl a)
may be said: g modal passive %W meaning %@%maﬁﬁﬂmwﬂﬁ% S
discourse & I° A T match W%%WWWWI b) may say: g modal
active 8, Sl violate Rl g Fid STY AAAE 1T fob a & U fofeh ) SR &
Q_ElT%, b g dld dig ) Obsnl GT?TSQI%I c) may have said: g modal perfect active %, S
violate W%m%m &?ﬂﬁﬁﬁwaﬁﬁ GnT@IGH?‘IT% S§fP sentence
atﬁmaﬁﬁﬂ?ﬂwﬁww%l d) saying: g present participle %, ST violate WT%
i "then" & FTG main clause I finite verb ElT%'Q, Gﬁ%ﬂﬁﬂﬁ%l

22. C) circumambulate
Blank (2) needs a base-form verb after "to," for the ritual walk devotees make around a shrine. a)
traverse: is a base-form verb meaning crossing an area from one side to the other, violating the
requirement since it describes passing through a space, not moving round something in a circle. b)
encircle: is a base-form verb meaning forming a ring around something, violating the requirement
since it describes a static surrounding, as a wall encircles a fort, rather than a person walking round
it. c) circumambulate: is a base-form verb meaning walking ceremonially around a sacred object,
matching the pradakshina performed around a temple sanctum. d) besiege: is a base-form verb
meaning surrounding a place with armed force, violating the requirement since its hostile, military
sense is entirely at odds with an act of worship.
Hindi:

e Blank(2) H "to" %W@T base-form verb m%na‘rmﬁﬁaﬁqﬁwmaﬁwl a)
traverse: YYD meaning %NW@W&&@ g{-l\i RRdesuR h], S violate T
%Wﬂ’s’ W-WWW%, WWWI b) encircle: YYPI meaning %Wfﬂ\_ﬂ
& TRI 3R BRT &1 ST, SN violate BT € T Tg 381 §HT ORI IdTd g, S AR vl
ﬁ‘a??ﬁ%, W%Wﬂ}ﬁﬁﬁl c) circumambulate: SHPT meaning %Wtﬁ%ﬁ
R & IRT 3R YT I TG, S AR & THE B USTA0M F match HRATR d) besiege:
BT meaning § T AR fHLT S8 &1 BR T, SN violate BT § a4ifh SHHBT JG aTall
UTd Joll ¥ foegp el e 8] @

23. A) bow
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Blank (3) needs a base-form verb after "to," describing what the head does in worship. a) bow: is a
base-form verb meaning lowering the head in reverence, matching Appar's own words quoted
right after, "Oh head, bow before Lord Siva." b) kneel: is a base-form verb meaning going down on
one's knees, violating the requirement since knees perform that act, while this sentence assigns a
function specifically to the head. c) submit: is a base-form verb meaning yielding to another's
authority, violating the requirement since it names an inward surrender rather than the physical
gesture the head is said to be given for. d) bowing: is a present participle, violating the requirement
since "to" must be followed by the base form, giving "to bow."

Hindi:

e Blank (3) T "o %WQ@T base-form verb m%uaﬁw%wﬁﬁvwm% a)
bow: SHDT meaning % m@rﬁ?w, S 3T quote ﬁVQTI'Q Appar & 30 el "oh
head, bow before Lord Siva" T match W%I b) kneel: YYPT meaning %‘gﬁﬁ%@ﬁ
a?)":ﬂ, S violate W%Wq—s’ DIH EJ:C’ET B %’ Tﬂﬁ?q—é sentence T dR R RR
WWW?@T%I c) submit:Wmeaning%WﬁﬂﬂT%Wﬁ Gl'HT,Gﬁviolate
T g i ag Yl JeUr IaTaT 8, a IRINSG foham g1 foreas o RR e g1 d)
bowing: Ug present participle %’ W violate W%?ﬂﬂﬁ? "to" %a'ra base form HT%Q Tt
"to bow" |

24. B) blade
Blank (4) needs a noun for a single leaf of grass, in the fixed pairing"____ of grass." a) sliver: is a
noun meaning a thin sharp piece broken off something, violating the requirement since a sliver is a
fragment split from a larger whole, like glass or wood, not a whole growing leaf. b) blade: is a noun
meaning a single flat leaf of grass, matching the standard English pairing "a blade of grass." c¢)
shred: is a noun meaning a strip torn off something, violating the requirement since it implies
damage by tearing, while the birth described is of a complete living thing. d) strand: is a noun
meaning a single thread or fibre, violating the requirement since it pairs with hair, wool or rope,
never with grass.
Hindi:

e Blank (4) ﬁﬂﬂT noun W@Wﬁ@ﬁﬁﬁ, " of grass" OII@1 \_rlﬁ-\lelH \fl\lg
T1 a) sliver: 3PT meaning%%iﬂﬁﬁ@ UddTl, 'j,d)nlﬂl gh 3, Sl violate BT 8
Hilfes U8 Pi< AT Do oil F91 el A gl o sidra &, T8 377 88 U= 811 b) blade:
SID[ meaning %*amaﬁwaqﬁq?ﬂ, ST "a blade of grass" aTd standard Gﬁ@@ match
W%I c) shred: SYDI meaning%mﬁwTﬁQ@, M violate W%Wm
e &1 ‘J-I'I_d%, \_ﬁlﬁ?ﬂg{lwtﬁ Siid &b o7 ! §Td %I d) strand: DI meaning%@
YT T XM, Sl violate BT § TP T ST, S T I & 1Y TeAdT ©, T b 1 Ht
gl

25. C) emulate

Blank (5) needs a base-form verb parallel to "talk," meaning to strive to match the good qualities of
principled people. a) mimicry: is a noun meaning the act of copying someone's voice or manner,
violating the requirement since "We must talk about their good qualities and mimicry them" needs
a verb after "and," not a noun. b) admire: is a base-form verb meaning regarding someone with
approval, violating the requirement since it stops at feeling, while Avvaiyar's counsel is to act on
those qualities and take them on. c) emulate: is a base-form verb meaning striving to match
someone's admired qualities in oneself, matching the advice to keep good company and absorb
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their virtues, set against picking up vices from bad company. d) impersonate: is a base-form verb
meaning pretending to be another person, violating the requirement since it involves assuming a
false identity, not cultivating virtue in one's own.

Hindi:

e Blank (5) H "talk" & parallel @T base-form verb ﬂT%Q gt meaning Epf Wﬁ NILIES
qﬁaﬁ&mﬁﬁmﬁﬁmml a) mimicry: 9g noun %W meaning%%ﬁ
S{TATS! T 3{ETS BT Ahd IARA 1 19641, Sl violate HAT § FIP "and" & qG verb
ET%Q, noun 7‘|€f| b) admire: YYPI meaning %Wﬁ NNEEL Pl ToR | &@«u, ST violate
Rl § Fifh T8 R4 UTd T S AT §, STah Avvaiyar B HATE 3 01 &I ST Bt
%I c) emulate:Wmeaning%%%%ﬁwﬁ@ﬁmﬁmm,ﬁﬁ
3T T J T[0T 37U aTell TalTe A match BT &, S §R1 T & S0 o &
W RRG | ‘T"éc %’I d) impersonate: 9P meaning %’ frdt R @3[ DI dTch HhT, S
violate T § G SUH A UgdM 3¢t St 7, 3 iR 7[or Tt 37 oird |
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